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TO THE READER. 

THE following Sheets are intended 
to preferve, in correft order, a Con- 
troverfy of the moft interefting nature.— 
The feleftion of the anonymous pieces^ the 
Editor flatters himfclf, will be allowed 
impartial and material. 

He begs the readers to obferve, that to 
thofe pieces the authors have neglefted 
to date, he has annexed the date of the 
papers in which they firft appeared, for 
cafe of reference. 

With refpea to Mr. Home's Xllth 
Letter, whether it is yet concluded is 
doubtful. From that Gentleman's letter 
to Junius it may be inferred that it is 
not ; but this publication has been al- 
ready deferred too long to permit, and 
was grown too bulky to neceffitate, any 
farther delay : Whatever, therefore, Mr. 
Home may add, muft be rcfervcd for 
another Colleftion. 



CORRECTIONS. 

Page— line 

9 — 28, deiedX, 
43 — '9> fif" never read ^Mom. 
144 — 16, add the date J\ine 8 /^ ikfr. Wilkes" j letter* 
162 — 10, for give us r^tf^ to give us. 
168 — 28, for charaders r^/7^/ character. 
191 — 16, for I was talked read It was talked. 
197— "28, y^r Duns Scotus read Dun Scotus. 
217 — 27, for faithful only fer vices r^^^ faithful (cr- 

vices, only. 
2 X 8— 6, for to Mrs. — r^^^^ to Mrs. Eyre. 

7, ^^r him add in the fpeech on that oc- 
caiion. 
220—21, for Lord S. r^/i// Lord Sandwich. 
236 — 4, y^r having readhxve. 



CONTROVERSIAL LETTERS, 

£sfr. Vc. &c. 



Jin Account of the hufinefs tranfa^ed in Weftmnfier^ 
Hally OH the '^ift of 03oher 177O9 relative to the 
Ele^ors of Wejlminfter inflru^ing their Reprefenta^ 
tives to impeach Lord North, having been fent to 
the Puhlic Advertifer hy a Correfpondent (fuppofed 
Mr. Home), tuho declared himfe/f ready to vouch 
its authenticity ; Mr. fFi/hs, difagreeing with that 
Correfpondent in feveral Particulars, fent the fol- 
lowing Letter to the fame Paper, addrejfed 

TO THE PRINTER. 

Prmce's Court, near Storey^s Gate, 
^ X "O Weftniiniler^ Wedaefday, Nov. 7. 

AS I had the honoar of being the Chairman 
at the general meeting of the eleftors of the 
city and liberty of Wcllminfter, on Wedncf- 
day laft, and am likewife a member of the fociery at 
App]eby*8^ I think it my particular duty to corredl 
feveral grofs mifreprefentations relative to the bufuiefs 
of that day, whijcb were fird publifhcd in your paper 
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of lad Friday; becaufe your correfpondent with inacSr 
art eiidcavouFS to inipoTe on the public, by aiTuming 
the merit of great accuracy in his account, and dis- 
darts him/elf ready to 'vouch its authenticity, I now 
Iherefbre' call upon him to prove the following aflef- 
tions, and to atteft under l^s hand the truth of what 
he has advanced. 

He fays, " On laft Wedncfday foitnight, Oftobcr 
** the 1 7 th," Mr. Wilkes defired a member of the 
" club at Appleby's to propofc a meeting of the elec- 
** tors of Wcftminfter. It was accordingly propofed; 
** and agreed to by Mr. Wilkes, and about nine 
** electors prefent. After which they came to the 
•' following refolutions : 

" I . That the eleftors of WeHminfter be defired to 
** meet in Weihninfter-RWl on Wednefday, Od. 3 1 . 

" 2. That John Wilkes, Efq. do then take the 
** chair. 

** 3. That the members for the city and liberty of 
** Weibniniler be instructed" (your correfpon- 
dent. Sir, has given the word in capitals) << on the 
V prefent alarming fituation of our affairs ; on the 
<< violation of our rights at home, and the attack of 
** pur territories abroad." 

^ 4. 7'hat tijuo gentlemen of the club at Appleby'9 
*^ do wait on the club at the Standard Tavern to dc* 
'< fire their concurrence with thefe refolutions." 

It is fcarcely poiDble to imagine more miflakes and 
falfhoods than are to be found in thefe few lines.. 
Your correfpondent &ys, that the fociety at Appleby's 
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<iame to the re/olution, " That the members for the 
•• city and liberty of Weftminfter be instructed.'* 
I aflert that neither the word, nor the idea, is to be 
found in the refolution, 1 will tran(cribe the words 
of that refolution ; but firft I muft remark, in jaflice 
to the focicty at Appleby's, that the words inftru&ion 
or imftru^ed were not even mentioned ; but, without 
prefcribing any mode of redrefs, that (bciety left ic 
at large to the body of the electors to determine for 
themfelves, and only entreated them to aiTemble, that 
they might confider nx^hat farther meafures are expe- 
dient in the prefent alarming fiate of public affairs, ' 
Voar correfpondent has made them infolently didlate 
to fo refpcftable a body as the cledors of Weftmin- 
fter ; whereas they faid that they only wifhed to meet 
their friendv and brethren, to confider with them, 
what ought to be done in this important criils. 
The words of the refolutim are, 

" OHoher lO, 1770. 
*' It was this day moved by Mr. Churchill, and 
** feconded, and unanimouily refoived, that the wor^ 
•* thy eledlors of this city and liberty be defired to 
** meet in Weftminfter-Hall on Wednefday the 3 1 ft 
^* inHanty at eleven o*dock in the forenoon, to con- 
*' fider what farther meafures are expedient in the 
" prefent alarming ftate of public affairs, both with 
''.refped to the invafion of the facrcd rights a^d li^ 
'^ berties of the people at home, and U^e attack of 
*' our territocies abroad.'' 
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Yoar correfpondcnt fays, that it was *• On laft 
•• Wedncfday fortnight. Oft. 17," whereas the 
above date fhews, that the refolution was agreed to a 
week earlier, " On Wednefday , Odober the 1 oth,'* 
which was as much time as could be given before the 
commencement of the term. 

Your correfpondent. Sir, likewife afferts that another 
rtfoiution was, '• That two gentlemen of the club at 
" Appleby *s do wait on the club at the Standard Ta- 
" vern;" whereas the foeiety at Appleby's defired the 
af&ftance and concurrence of all the members. The 
two refoltitions following that I have tranfcribed are, 

" Refolved, that John Wilkes, Efq. one of the legal 
reprefentati'ves of the county of Middle/ex ^ and an elec^ 
tor of this city, be dejired to attend the faid meetings 
and to take the chair. 

' * ReibI ved , that the faid refohtions be communicated 
to the gentlemen of the Standard Tavern by a com- 
mittee of the whole houfe, and that the Rev. Dr. Wil- 
fon be defired to attend the faid committee.'* 

At this meeting ele<uen gentlemen attended, and I 
was called to the chair. Oft. 1 7, nineteen gentlemen 
of the dab were at Appleby's, when it was refolved^ 
^' That a committee of the members of this fodety, 
*' who are eleftors of Weftminfter, do wait upon the 
^* foeiety of the Standard Tavern, Leicefler-Fields, 
" tomorrow, at eleven of the clock in the forenoon.'* 

The aflertion, *' That Mr. Wilkes defired a^mexu- 
" ber of the club at Appleby's to propofe a meeting 
V of the Eleftors of WeftmiaJfter," is equally iii 
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iboiided with the reft of what I have quoted. Tho 
propoiition came originally from the Rev. Dr. WiUbn, 
altho' it afterwards met with my entire approbation, 
I have now. Sir, £niihed the account of this bufinef^ 
fo hr as it relates to the fociety at Appleby^s. You 
will judge what credit in matters of fad is to be given 
to your correfpondent. I ihall only add, that if your 
correfpondent be a member of that fociety, I th'nl; 
him inexcufable to the public and the fociety for his 
many grofs miftakes. He might in a quarter of an 
hour have known the truth, by having recourfe to 
the 6efi evidence, the club- book at Appleby's. The 
public have a right to truth, and every impoiltion on 
mankind ought to be detected and expofed. I fum« 
mon your correfpondent to juftify his account at the 
bar of the public, as he declares himfclf ready to vouch 
its authenticity, - 

I now defire your leave. Sir, to ftate the rcfl of 
this bufinefs, as far as I was concerned : 

On Tuefday, Odlober the 30th, many gentlemen 
of the two clubs met at the Standard Tavern. Sir 
Robert Bernard was voted into the chair. Mr. Connell 
then rofe and moved, That it (hould be propofed the 
following day in Wcftminfter-Hall, that inftruBinns 
Jhould be given their nttmbers to impeach Lord Norths 
Mr. Ellis feconded that motion. Mr. Sawbridge 
ftrongly oppof^d it, and recommended a remonft ranee, 
1 gave the motion for the inftruBions all the fupport 
I could. The debate was long, and carried on be- 
tween Mr. Sawbridge and myfelf with the greatcft 
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temper and candor, to thofatisfaAion of every gen^ 
tieman preTcnt. No inan» Sir, can honpur Mr. Saw^ 
bridge more than I do, for every public and private 
virtue which eonflitutes a great and amiable charac* 
ter. On taking the opinion of that meeting, t^wentj- 
eight were for inftruiiing^ and ten for retnonftrating, 

Mr. Eliis afterwards declared that he would move 
for the impeachment^ on the next day. A committee 
was then named, and ordered to withdraw imme« 
diately to prepare infiruSions. I was called to the 
chair of that committee, and I avow having drawn 
up the infiruQions fir ibe imfeacbment of Lord Norths 
in which my hand and heart perfe£tly concurred; for 
I think him a weak, wicked, and defpotic minifter^ 
and that, from the two important pofls be now £l]s^ 
ke muft be con£dered as the oftenfihle prime miniiler, 
and the chief inibument of the tyranny we groan 
under at home and in the colonies. The infiruBlone 
were read at that meeting, and approved. 

I was the next day called to the chair in Weftrain- 
fler-Hall. After I had mentioned the bufmefs of that 
paiticular day, I aiked, if any gentleman had a pra* 
pojitian to make* Mr. Ellis having been taken fud- 
denly ill, could not attend. Mr. Connell rofe, and 
moved the inftruSiions for the impeachment of Lord 
North. The motion was feconded by Mr. Churchill. 
Mr. Connell delivered me, as chairman, the propofed 
inftruQions^ which I read as well as a weak and bad 
voice wouki permit. A Mr. More then, with a voice 
9S loud as a fpeaking- trumpet, occafioned no fmaU 
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ttenfftfiott, by crying out with great pillion, ff^at im^ 
peachmentf what impeachment? I defired him to 
ar«proach the chair, which he did, ard to inforni 
himfetf and others more fully hy reading aload the 
paper pat into my hand. He complied with my rc» 
quefl, in fuch a manner as to create alternately in the 
audience laughing, hifling, and clapping. Mr. Saw- 
bridge tben, m a manly and fpirired way, oppofed 
i}tit injtrttj^iom, and recomitiended a remonfirance. 
Other gentlemen fpoke, but could not be heard. It 
appeared to me that the majority of hands we»-e for 
a remonftrancey which I accordingly declared to be 
the opinion of that meeting. A committee was ap- 
pointed to prepare it, and alf the ufual forms obferved. 
I confined myfcif through the whole day to my duty 
as chairman. After the bufinefs was finifhed, Mr. 
Sawbridge and m'any of. the gentlemen returned to 
the King's Arms in New -Palace- Yard. I declared 
there, ** That J always (liould moft chearfully fubmit 
my opinion to the msjority of my friends, but I 
feared the prefent remonfirance would, have no more 
*' effeft than the former, and be only another paper 
'* kite for his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales." 
The rem^nft ranee I figncd as chairman, as foon as it 
was engroffed', according to the order of the general 
meeting. 1 have. Sir, a real pleaftire in finding out, 
and following, the opinion cf the. people. 1 will 
through life be faithful to their caufe. I firmly and 
fincerely believe the "voice of the people to be the 'voice 
ofQod, I wiih always to hear it clear and dillindt. 
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"When I do, I will obey it, ^as a divine call, *witK 
fpirit and alacrity, fearlefs of every confequcnce, and 
dutifully fubmitting my own private opinion. When 
the juAice of the Houfe of Commoni iball admit me 
to my feat for Middlefex, I will there deliver the 
feijtiments of the majority of my worthy conftituents, 
as far as I know them, not tho(e of one individual. 
Thefe, Sir, are principles which kavc taken pof« 
fefiion of my heart, and fhali appear to mankind hj 
their influence on every part of my public conduct. 

I am, SI R, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

On November 12, appeared the folloijoing addrefs 

To Mr. WILKES. 

SIR, 

I F I N D myfelf in a fituatlon which moft of yoor 
friends have at fome time or other experienced. It 
IS painful to me, but not furprizing. I have long fore- 
feen it, and mod carneflly endeavoured to avoid it. 
You are in polTeiBon of my name, and needed not to 
have called for it in the public papers. When I gave 
the Printer the account of the proceedings at Weil- 
minder, I ordered hm to acquaint you with it, and 
on the day of its appearance in the pager I avowed it 
to yourfelf at a meeting of fome freeholders at the 
Denmark Tavern, and I offered to give you a jufti- 
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fication of it^ if you would afTord me an opportiiniCjr 
by retiring with me after the meeting fhould be over. 
I ihall take it as a favoor if you will not infill on 
a public juftification ; for tho' I agree ,)yith you that 
" the public have a right to truth," yet I muft con* 
fe(s there are fome •* impofitions on mankind" ' which 
I would fain be excnfed from the office of '^ deteding 
and expofing." 

To which Mr, JTilkes thus replied: 
To the Author of the Letter to Mr, Wilkes. 

Prince's Court, near Storey's Cate, 
q T Tk Weftminfier, Monday, Nov. 12.^ 

YOU are pleafed to fay, in your letter of thi3 
day, •* When I gave the Printer the account of the 
proceedings at Weflminfler, I ordered him to ac- 
quaint you with it, and on the day of its ap- 
pearance in the paper I avowed it to yourfelf at 
** a meeting of fome freeholders at the Denmark Ta- 
'* vem, and I offered to give you a jufHfication of 
" it, if you would afford me an opportunity by re- 
" tiring with me after the meeting fhould be over." 
If you did order the Printer to acquaint me with 
your name, he did not comply with your order. 
When I faw him the next day, I faid that I guefTed 
at the author of that very erroneous account^ but 
thought it 40 an improper queflion to afk him. 
The Printer only fmiled. At the Denmark Tavern 
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t complained to yoarfelf of that felfe acccunf, andt 
declared that I would anfvtrer it. You did not avow 
it, nor did yon mention a word o{ juftiflcathn. You 
replied, *' Whefe do you 'go from hence?" I an- 
fwcred, " To my daughter at Fulham. Dr. Wilfon's 
'' chariot waits." 

h You are {leafed to fay, *' I ffiall take it as a 
*' favour if you will not iniifl on a public juftrfica- 
** tion." Retrafl then your errors. I defire on 
every occafion tc? fubrait the whole of my conduft to 
the public. You declared your felf ready to 'vouch the 
authenticity of yoMx account, 1 expedl you now to do 
it, jwr to coftfefs your miftakcs. The njery day after 
the fublication a cprrefpondent told you in the .fame 
paper, that he had examined the club hook at Jfple* 
iy*s, found your account falfe, and called upon you 
for a jufiyication, Ycu otrght to have infornned 
yourfelf diredly in the farfte authentic manner, as 
you are a member of Appleby's. Candor and ^/a- 
cred love of truth' fcoald iikewife have niade you 
before this acknowledge to the world how greatly' 
you were miftaken, and afk pardon for the imfofi- 
tion of which you were guilty. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

Another account ( too vninterefting to he inferted here } 
of this hufinefs nxjas fuhlijhed, on the l^th of No* 
vember, in the Name of a Mr, Edridge (a poul- 



^#r, and it membit of the focUties at ApfUhf$ 
ami the Standard It anjem)^ ^wbich differed in fme 
fem^ticttUrs from Mr. Wilkes" Sy on the afpearanc0 
nubereof that gentitmannvrote as follows : 

TO THE PRINTER. 

Prince** Court, near Storey's Gate^ 
Wcftminftcr, Thurfday, Not. 15, 

Ah me ! nvhat mighty perils nuait 
The man ivho meddles luith a fiate^ 
Whether to firengthen^ or oppofe ! 
Falfe are his friends, and firm his foes: 

S O fang that incomparable poet and patriot, 
Charles ChnrchilL I have experienced this io fome 
ioftances during the life of my great aiTociate, id 
more fince his lamented d«ath. The bafenefs and 
treachery of fubtle, defigning and infidious friends,; 
by whom the opennefs of a frank nature has been 
long duped, is exceedingly painful, hut not furprizsng, 
if I may borrow the words of your correfpondent. 
Such men I hold infinitely lef$ dangerous as open ene- 
mies than as profefled friends. I have found that 
their lofs, if indeed it can be called a lofs, has been 
more than made up to me by the encreafed ardor, 
attachment, and afFedlion of thofe who remained.' 
Defertion has thinned the ranks, but the phalanx has 
been Wronger, becaufe more compad and united. 

Your correfpoiident, Sir, who declared himfelf on 
thff fecood of this month re ad y /^ vouch the authen' 
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ficify of )^\i account of the Wefiminftef proceedings^ 
Jias not yet advanced a Tingle word ol juftijlcation^ 
although he has many of dark abufe. I cal] upon 
him to fpeak out in plain terms, to date his fkdis 
fairly and fully, and to fet his name to the charges 
he brings. He fhall then have an anfwer, and a proof 
that truth and I are a match for any two. 

Ihavejuft read the long letter of Mr. Edridge* 
Hii aiTertions are notorioufly untrue; but they do not 
admit of fuch a com pleat detedlion from nuritten evi- 
dence as the falfhoods of your other correfpondent, nor 
are they of equal importance. I appeal to Dr. WiJ- 
fon and Mr. Churchill for the unfair date of the con« 
verfation be had with thofe two gentlemen. 

I enclofe to you. Sir, extrads from the club- book 
at Appleby's. 

** Jfflehfsi \Afth Nov, 1770. 

(COPY) " Rcfolved, nemine contrad.'ccf/fe, that the 

thanks of this meeting be given to 
yohn Wiikes^ Efq. for his vindication 
of the proceedings of this fociety againft 
the falfe account given in the Public 
Advertifer. 
•' Ordered, that a copy of this refolution be figncd 
by the chairman, and fent to Mr. Wilkes. 

S.Barrell, chairman.'* 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES, 
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JK-. Home fuhlified no more under his name till Jmn, 
I77'» 'when federal anowfmoui tvriters halving 
arraigned his conduct in very fe'oere terms^ parti- 
cularly thofe ijoho fly led themfeliHS Scourge and 
Cat-o'- nine-Tails, Mr* Wilkes nuas thus addrejfed 
h bim. 

To Mr, WILKES. 

SIR, Monday, Jan. 14, 1 771. 

A N agent of y oars dedaced Come time ago that it 
woald be afeful to you and your affairs to come to an 
open rupture with me. From this opinion has flowed 
all the abufe which has lately been beflowed upon me 
in the public papers. I believe^you have mifbken a 
fb-oBg inclination for policy, and have yielded to a 
natural bias in oppoficion to honedy and your intereil. 
For near three weeks paft I have been pretty clofely 
confined to my chamber by indifpofition, and, except 
the Public Advertifer, have only feen fuch papers as 
my friends have brought to me, whofe kindnels made 
them feel more fenfibly than myfelf the injuries you 
have offered me. 

I have hitherto feen very little worthy of an anfwer, 
except the particular charges in the Gazetteer of laft ^ 
Tudday. I think it due to the public, to my friends, 
and myfelf to give to each as particular an anfwer. 
Sir, as 1 have never either in public or private life 
copied your example, I fhall not do it in this my 
juftification : Inftead of a defence, your mcthpd has 
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always been to recriminate ; on die contraiy, I fhaft 
in this letter confine myfslf to the charges brought 
againU tne : In a future letter I will explain the na- 
ture and caufcs of the differences between us : They 
ought to be made public^ becaufe the objedls are not 
priva^te. 

The Wefiminfler hujtnefi I fliall referve for my fu- 
ture letter, becaufe it is one of the pretended caufes 
of difference. The other charges I think are, — i. 
That *• I fubfcribed to the fociety of the Bill of Rights, 
•' but never paid one fhilling." — 2. That '* I have 
** received amafcing fums for Mr. Serjeant Glynn's 
•* eledlions, ten guineas each from moft of his 
*• friends. "^-3. That " I have received fubfcriptions 
" for the widow Bigby's appeal."— 4. That " I 
** have received fubfcriptions for Mr. Gillam's 
•* trial."— 5. That " I have received fubfcriptions 
«* for the afiair of the weavers in Spittlefields." 

Thefe five charges I underftand to be of a public 
nature. After which there is a charge upon me of a 
private fraud in a fiory about Mr. Footers pamphlet^ 
and MefTrs. Davis the bookfellers. 

Thefe particular charges I undertake to anfwer, and 
if there is any other that I have omitted to take no- 
tice ofj you will pleafe to remind me of it ; if there 
16 any other that you have omitted, you have my 
free leave to bring it. 

First, I never did fubfcribe any thing to the fo- 
ciety of the Bill of Rights. It is true that in the ac- 
eoants of that fociety there will be found bit guineaai. 
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of my mosey ; but theCs fiye goineat were paht hf 
mc at the moment of fubfcribiBg th^a, at die 1^ 
fubfcription made at the King's Arms Tavern iq 
ComhiJly (bme time before the eftablifhmeaf of thf 
feciety at the Loodon Tavern. Nor do I i^cpll^ af 
^y ti^ie to hgve fubfo-ibed any money wUi^out in- 
iiaatiy paying dpyrn the {Joali bat uumecoi;^ fum^ ( 
have contributed. Thefe poor five guineas were re<* 
reived, and the account of them brought into the ib- 
ciety by Mr. Rp— •. 

The 5 1 CON D charge is " The amazing fums re- 
ceived by me for Mr. Glynn's Election ; ten guineas 
each from mofi of his friends." The fubjjedt of thi9 
charge no doubt puts me in a deh'cate and difficult 
fituation, becaofe the particulars of it ought to be 
difculTcd only by Mr» Glynn and the fubfcribers ; am) 
I am bound to be very careful that whilft I juAiiy 
myfelf I do not iay any thing which may give paiq 
or difpleafure to others. However, I think I can 
hy enough on this head to fatisfy the moft fcrupulou) 
without hurting the moft tender. I muft premife that 
I have always carefully avoided thr^e things ; I mean 
the being placed upon any public occafion in any fitua- 
tion of honour, truft, or profit, from which my 
name, and my ftatioa, and tay inclination equally 
diiTuaded me. I have been regularly and indefatigably 
the drudge of almofl every popular eledlion, profecu* 
tion, and public bufinefs, — but never the objeft of 
any one. For three years paft my time has been en- 
tirely and my income almoft wholly applied tp pubh'c 
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ineafares. Bat though with great caution, and ibme- 
times cbilinacy, I have taken care never to be the 
chairman of any company, nor the oflenfible manager 
or conductor of any matter ; yet I have not been able 
to avoid being on three occafions the receiver of mo- 
ney. One of them was the ele6lion of Mr. Glynn. 
But there were no amazing fums in the cafe. The 
ten-guinea fubfcription amounted to 262 ]. 10 s. of 
which, for want of a more diligent colledlor than 
myfelf, only 22ol. los. have yet been received; and 
that fum has been paid away long ago either by me, 
or by Mr. B— — , the treafurer of that fubfcription. 
Mr. Glynn and the fubfcribers muft examine and fettle 
that buiinefs, and if they have no objedlion I am fure 
I fhall have none, to lay each particular article before 
the public— And now' I have anfwered this charge as 
far as you have brought it, I defire to ilrengthen the 
charge, by mforming you, Sir, that there was another 
fubfcription for Mr. Glynn^s eledipn. (Indeed the 
ten guineas were not fubfcrihed for the expences of 
Mr. Glynn in his election, nor was any fubfcriptian 
for that purpofe intended ; the ten guineas were fub- 
faibed to pay the expences of feme dinners which 
about twenty of us agreed to give to the freeholders 
in different parts of the county in the fummer, whilft 
Mr. Glynn was on the circuit.) -The fecond fub- 
faiption was made only after the riot on the firft day 
of eledion, in order to pay the additional expences 
incurred by that moft villainous aftion, it feeming 
very cruel and unjufl that fo barbarous and wicked 
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ft contrivance fliould increafe the expence to Mr. Ser- 
jeant Glynn of a contcft already fufiicienily cxpcnfive, 
and which had been carried on about (even months 
againft all the powers and influence of government. 

This feCond fubfcription amountetl to 1401L 981 1, 
of which have been paid } 420 1. ilill remain unpaid. 
Of this money 400!. were paid into the hands of Mr. 
Vaughan, the treafurcr on this occafion ; 340 1. 10 s. 
were paid into the hands of MefT. Lowry and Co. 
i)ankers^ in Lombard-ftreet : 240 1. *i o s. were colleflcd 
by me from time to time as the fubfcribers fell in my 
way, 4md were paid again by me as oCcafion and op- 
portunity offered : I iikewife drew on MeiT. Lowry 
' and Co. for the money in their hands^ with which £ 
paid the demands on i^r. Giynn as far as the money 
fvould reach them« On this point I can only fay as 
before, that if Mr. Glynn and the fubfcribers have 
no ob]c^dotif I Aiall have none to hsy each particular 
article of receipt and payment before the public. 

The THIRD dKvge is> " That I have received 
fubfcriptions for the widow Bigby's appeal.'* The 
widow Bigby's appeal was not brought by my direc- 
tion ) I do not mean that I diCif^ove it ; I com- 
mend the meafure^ and if I had been sfplied tp, 
fhould have advifed it* 1 think the pardon granted 
to the murderers of Bigby was a horrid one, I think 
the fiime of the pardon granted to M'Qairk, and I 
do not believe either of them lawful. Mr. Stamford^ 
the attorney who was employed by tJi« widow, ap- 
plied t9 a gentleman of cbara^er and fortune in the 

C 
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cliy for afTiftarce ; th t gentleman brought Mr. Stam-' 
ford to me, who told me what he had done and what 
he intended to do j but he declared himfelf unable 
to Bear the expcnce and go on with the appeal, unleft 
he was afThled immediately with money. I undertook 
the matter, made myfelf anfweraDle td hiim, atid 
a /Tided him with money, and when F faw my friends,* 
1 applied to them for their help, becaufe I was un- 
equal to the burden alone. I did not indeed forefeC 
that any member of the Houfc of Commons would 
moire for leave to bring in a bill to take away the 
right of appeal from the people in cafes of murder? 
but I did forcfec that Lord Mansfield would make 
fuch a motion and fuch a bill unneccflary { jand that 
he would by fiudied delays and^difRcuUies moft effec- 
tually take away the remedy of appeal, by fhewirg 
lis that the moft eminent coun/el at the bar are not 
able to proceed in fuch a courfc as to bring it to a 
trial : And I fuppofed that he would, as he has done; 
fo protrad the matter by (hifting his difficulties and 
iis doubts, that cither the proceedings on the appeal 
fhould be dropped from the enormity of the expence, 
or" the obilinate. virtue of the poor appellant have time 
to be cooled and corrupted. I expcfled only to fhew, 
wlut h^ been {hewn, that Lord Mansfield, who is 
fo dexterous at removing difficulties and fhortening 
the way lo a conviftion for libel, according to the 
modem method of profecution, is as dexterous in find* 
ing oat or creating obftadcs to a trial in the undent 
mode of appeal for murder, which was formerly tiif 
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fttbje£l*s only remedy ♦. And for this pn'rpofe I was 
willing, and did declare my wiiiingneH) to bear, if it 
was necefTary, the whole expence of the profecution. 
The few friends to whom J fpokef on this occafion 
were of the fame fentimentil ; and they contributed 
towards the appeal. I afterwards foand chat good 

man. Sir ^— , was as warm in this buiinefs as my- 

felf ; at his deiire I waited on him, and as he was 
anxious to be a (barer in the burden^ I fometime after 
fent a gentleman to him with a lift of the fubfcribers, 
and an account of the money paid to the attorney, 
and folicited him earneftly to be the treofurer en this 

occafion. Sir j for many reafons^ excufed him • 

felf. Very lately this office has been kindly accepted 
by Mr. T — ke. He has the lift and the account, 
and the trouble of collecting the fubfcriptions. I d6 
not defire any part of it to be kept fecret. I have 
i-eceived i to 1. i6s. and I have paid to the attorney 
150I. and I hatre never been lefi in advance than I 
am at prefent, which is 39I. 4s. 

The FOURTH charge is, '* That 1 have received 
fobrcriptions for Mr. Gillam's trial.". A copy of 
his indidment was illegallj granted to Mr. GiUam, 

* Something more too has been ihewn j i. e. that the fugf 
gefthyns on which the pscrdon for the Kennedies wiis procured^ 
are falfe 5 and that thofe who procured it f!i)l know them to 
be guilty, or they wouM not fo obilinaCeJy and corruptly have 
oppofed a frefh trial on the appeal, which was the only m«;tJioi 
to juftify the' pardon in sla authentic manner, by producing the 
new cixcumftanccs which manii'c£.cd their innocence. 
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in order to intimidate and difgrace another gentlemaQ 
and myfelf. When the reqaell was made^ the judges 
were at firil divided : Mr. JM&ice Afton and Mr. Re« 
corder faw no obje£tipn to it, and they at laft overo 
perfuadcd the Lord Chief Baron Parker : Mr. Juilice 
Gould refuicd it to the laft. No cwith (landing this 
copy of the indidmeht, I have never hefitated to de- 
clare that I did promote and aflill that profecution 
to the utmoU of my power : but I did not at any time 
receive a farthing from any perfon on the account of 
Mr Giilam^s trial, or an)c thing relative to it^ and I 
do afTert that there was no fubfcription for ic. If you. 
Sir, can difcover a fingle perfon who paid any fub- 
icription to me, or to any other on that account, it is 
your bufmefs to name him ; otkerwile we (hall know 
how to name you. • 

The PI FTH charge is, *« That I have received fub- 
fcrtpdoBs for the affair of the weavers in SpittlefieMs/* 
I never did receive any fubfcription for the affair of 
thie weavers in Spittlefields i there never was any fub* 
fcription on that account, or on any other relative to 
the weavers in Spittlefields. I took no fmali pains^ 
with other gentlemen, to (ave the lives of fome inno- 
cent men ; but though one was petitioned for by the 
Igrd-msyor and ail the aldermen who fat on the 
bench at his trial, y/ith the firongell circumftancps in 
his favour, and though another was unanimoufly and 
ilrongly recomttxended to mercy by the jury, they 
were both hanged. — Their crime was not murder. — J 
believe we had better fuocefs in. our endeavours to flop 



&e farther merdlefs perfccntion of that unhappy body 
of men ; but what we did was done without coU 
Jeding money or fabfcription ; and I do not believe 
that any money was paid, except twenty pounds 
which { gave out of my own pocket towards procur- 
ing counfel for one Baker ^ z journeyman weaver, 
whom Lord M^ns^Id had refufed to admit to bail 
till term-time, and till after hearing counfel; al- 
though the fanye l^ord M^QS^^ld confeffed that he was 
committed on a charge for an offence bailable at the 
very firfl view, and which did not admit even the 
Piadow of a doubt. If any perfon did fubfcribe on 
this account to me or ^ any o^ier^ it is your bufmefs 
to name him« 

Thus, Sir, I have anfwered ypur five charges con- 
cerning fubfcriptions. Three of them (one (aid to be 
)eft unpaid by me, and twofaid to have been received 
by me) are totally falfe ^ there never were any fuch 
fubfcriptions. The other two, I hope, I have liker 
wife anfwered to yolir dlJfatisfaSlion^ Though the 
poof of fiicb charges ought to reft upon him who 
brings them^ y€i X think I may venture fafely to take 
even the oppbiitfs proof on myfelf ; for J truft, how- 
ever difagreeable it is to gentlemen to put their names 
in the papers, I trull Mr. Riphard Qliver, who is 
treafuKr to the fociety qf the Bill of Rights, and Mr. 
SjCfjeant Glynn, and Mr. T— ke will do me that ju- 
^ice which is due to me, and add the authority of 
fheijr names to th^ truth of what I have related. 

C3 
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But, Sir, there is onefubfcriptipn more that Ihav^ 
received, and with which you have not charged ipe } 
J mean a fubfcriptionof 94J. 17 s. gi, raifed for ypii 
. m my neighbourhood, which I have brought in t<^ 
the focieiy very lately, at the Jaft meeting but one a( 
the London Tayern. 

1'nis fubfcription I did not coUeft ; it was only ] 
conveyed by me to the focicty. It was collcffted pubr 
licly in an open book, by Mr. B. H. Mr. B. Mr. D. 
Mr. H. of. my pariflj, and this book was brought 
back to me pnjy the day bpfore I delivered it in; 
However, before this fubfcription, 1 advanced in the 
payment of demands upon you 38 1. 8 d. which I am 
Jtill to receive, and of the fubfcfiption itfelf fevep 
guineas ilill remain unpaid to me. 

Your LAST charge is, that I have received money 
fordiiFerent pubJicatipns, and you call upon, me tp 
lay before the public •? an account of the profits o^ 
my vamped up fermon, Mr. Foote-s apology, Mr, 
Milling's letter, &e. aflerting at the fame time that I 
defrauded Mr. Foote of 40I. or 50 1. which I took froni 
MtiT. Davis the bookfellers ; and you bid me give 
you the evidence of Mr. Davis, iiotJh the father an4 
the Jon, and Mr, Foote's juftification of.mydiiin» 
terelled fr iendihip to him.'* 

Have you forgotten in how unmanly a manner 
you lately received t\it veiy manly behaviour of Mr, 
Alderman Trecbthick, when you were charged with 
the illiberal anonymous abufe cafl on that gentlemafi 
}n *• th^ a:i?iali of his mayoralty f" — Annals of thre^ 
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prfour Months.! — If you thought yourfelf juftified 
in refufing to acknowledge to the injured perfon an 
anonymous writing, how can you exped that I Ihould 
give you an anfwer about pamphlets that bear other 
mens names ? It is true I have always avowed what- 
ever I have written anonymoufly, whenever any per- 
fon has complained that he was injured ; as in the 
cafes of Sir John Gibbons, Sir W. B. Proaor, Ur. 
Onflow, &c. it is my general rule when I am treated 
fairly; but the rule does not extend to you; for in thoie 
pamphlets, even if I had written them, there is no 
refledion upon you : When you attribute to me the 
pampiilets that bear the names of other men, and call 
for an anfyver, yoy are impertinent to me and iiiju- 
rious to them. Perhaps fomc other perfon may think 
it as probable that you flioqld have wrtten the fermon, 
as that I (hould have written on fubjeds of Uw and 
furgery. I know indeed how you will folve that dif- 
^culcy, by declaring that there is as little divinity i^ 
the one, as law and furgery in the others. Sir, I 
(hall only anfwer you what you maft already fuppofe, 
yiz. that of all the pamphlets J ever wrpte in my life 
I have regularly received the profits; and of all ths 
pamphlets which J may hereafter write, I ftiiiU, if I 
pleafe, regularly receive the profits. But that you 
may not envy me the amazing fums I have likcwife 
received on that fcore, I will tell you exaftly to what 
^hey amount ; and that I might be exaft 1 have fet- 
lied accounts which were never before fettled. Of all 
^c thir.gs I ever wiote i(i my life the profits amount 

C4 
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to 661. 4 s. I 4 d. not fafficient to farnifh you wttK 
two months claret. 

For the frau(l with which yoq charge me on Mr; 
Foote, through Meff. Davis, the bookfellers, it is 9 
falfhood, and yoa ought to be told fo in coarfer lan- 
guage. You bid me give you the evidence of Mr, 
Davis, both the father and the/an^ and of Mr. Foote. 
You who bring the charge (hould take the onus fra- 
handi! I can only give ray own evidence. They 
muft, if they pteafe, give theirs for themfelves, But 
why this judaifin^ Sir ? Why will not Mr. Davis the 
father fatisfy you j Why vifit the IJns of the fathers 
upon the children ? 

Sir, I will be bold to fay, the farther *and the 
more particularly you (ift into every part of my con- 
duct the more honourable it will appear j for very 
many circumftances will come out necelTarily in my 
defence which could not otherwife have been men- 
tioned without boalling ; and I defy all your art an4 
all yopr abilities to make me, whilft I am honeft, 
cither deteflable or ridiculous. However, you muft 
now do fomething for your credit's fakfs : at leaft be 
witty, at lead entertain the public : Scrap of verfe^ 
will not altogether apfwer the purpofe.— --^^ me! is 
no argument ; quotations are not proofs. Bat if yoq 
will quote an ineomparahle f.oet you Ihould take fomp 
of his tncitnparahlf poetry. With fuch a choice of 
beauties before you to feleft the paffages with wbicH 
you have lately patched your profe, convinces me 
that no friend can efcape you ; and that living qj dcafi 
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It hyom (hidy>n4 endeavour tp (hew, if yoa caiu 
M>eir weak fides to tbe public. 

JOHN HORNE. 

Mr. WILICES'S RfiPLY. 

To the JUv. Mr. H OR N E. 

princess Court, near Storey's Gate, 
M !> p We^lniafter, M4nday> Jsn* ri. 

I called upon you, under my ]und» on the tenth 
of {November laft» to juilify the account y^i; had giveii 
in the Public Advertifer of the Weftminfter bufineis, 
pbe authenticity ofiubifb j9u declared jour/elfii%M>x 
to vouch. You are pleafed in the {etter you have ad- 
drefTed to me on the 1 6th of this month to ixy, " Th^ 
Wefiffdnfier bofinefs I fhall referve for my future letter.** 
I likewife, Sir^ declare that I referve myfelf for this 
future letter^ U^at I may have only one trouble to an^ 
fwer at the fan^e time the feeble, languid, and weary 
pages of your lail, fp far as I am concerned, and alfo 
l\kt future letter* I leave all anorrfmous writers to de- 
fend their own works. I will be anfwerable for every 
produ6Uon of this pen^ which fiiall never write a lint 
J[ will not juftify. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Schrant, 
JOHN WILKES. 
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Tefiimofties in viniiication f^f Mr. Home iJuere inferud 

Joan after the appearance of the abo*ve defence ^ 

■ ly Mr, ^erjiant Glynn, Mr, Alderman Oliver, Mr, 

Tooke, and Meff, Davis [fee Supplement] ; and 

here the contro'verjy (except under anonymous figna' 

twes) reftcd till May lyji^foon after Mr. Wilkes 

bad declared his intention to ftand candidate for the 

..office of Jhe riff i <when Mr. Home revi-ved it^ and 

it has fince been contimudin the folLnjuing order, 

LETTER I, 

To Mr. J O {I N WILKES. 

SIR, 

you have fiiid, " The public have a right to 
p-uth, and every impofition on mankind ought 
to be detedlcd and expofed." I am not entirely 
of that opinion : I think there are certain feafons 
when foine particular truths ought to be with* 
held : and my lips (hould have been for ever clofed 
on the fubjed of your real charader and conduft, 
if you ^ould by any ipotives have been perfuaded^ 
or by any art or contrivance been compelled, to 
continue a voluntary or involuntary inllrument of 
good to your country. I have lung been, with 
others, ftruggling to make it ypur intereft to be ho- 
neft, and founded all my hopes not on your principle 
but common fenfe. At length I defpair of any goo4 
front you, and apprehend niuch xQifchief: I (hiak it 
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fjierefore my duty to be no bngcr filcnt ; and I come 
j^o an explanation without any apprebenfion of dis- 
grace ; becaufe I know that tho' if likes and Liberty 
may for a wliile bear down every thing before them 
in the ftreet, yet as far as they are not conne£led by 
paMic primriples, they wiU furely be feparated in the 
dofet. But whatever jnay be the opinions of any 
perfons Concerning my condu£l» I ihall not alter i( : 
■their uninformed opinions zStGt me Htdp : I know 
iny own fituation ; 1 muA ever remain a poor and a 
private man, and can never be a candidate for the 
favour or confidence of the public. The voic^ of (he 
people is not the voice of God to me, tho' (in the 
fair meaning of the word feople) I have never thought 
it wron^ ; but it is the voice within me that Mil 
(ever be the guide of my aflions. 

It is not my intention here to open any account 
with you on the fcore of private character : in that 
refped the public have kindly pafTed an a£l of infol- 
yency in your favor j you have delivered up your 
ally and no man can fairly now make any demand. 
I blame your public condudl^ and never had a dif- 
ference with you on any other fubjed : and though 
it has fuited your felfiih politics to infinuate and pre- 
tend fome private pique between us, yet yoa have 
not ventured, even anonymoufly, to fuggeft any par- 
ticular caufe of my dilTatisfadion. 

That I may be well underftood, it is neccffary to 
give a fhort hittory of the commencement, progrcfi, 
and conclufion of the jntercourfe between as: an4 
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this I wfll begin to do in my nOct ; not for my owii 
jaftification, for I could be well contented to leave 
each man to his opinion concerning me ; but that the 
people at large^ to whofe fafety and happinefs it is 
important, may be better able to form their judg- 
ment how far, they ought and how far they ought 
not t6 fupport you ; and that they may perceive your 
general profeffions and proteilations to be like thofe 
of laft Wednefday's Speech, equally calculated to 
miilead and impofe, and to which every particuda^ 
aft as well of your oppofition as of his government i« 
a flat contradidtion. 

JOHN HORN^. 

To the Rev. Mn H O R N E. 

SIR,. Prince's Court, May 15. 

I HAVE i^'aited with impatience ever fince Not 
veraber for the j unification of your account of the 
Wefimnficr bufinefs, in the very preface of which 
you advanced the fallhood, that you were ready /a 
njomh the authenticity of it, I called upon you in 
print the day after its publication. In your letter of 
Jan. 16 you declared, ** the Weflminfter bufinefs I 
ihall referve for my future letter." Another letter 
now appears, which neither mentions, nor promifes, 
any thing on that fubje^. Now you trifle with the 
public ; before you dared to impofe. 

You iay, " it is not my indention here to opei) 
*' any account with you on the fcore of private ch^' 
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** rafter : in that rdjpedl the public have kindly 
•• pafTed an aft of infolvency in your favour.*' I be- 
lieve indeed you will npt chufe t9 open any account on 
/core of fri*vate charaQer, A gentleman in holy 
Ofders, whofe hand appears to teilify his belief of the 
articles of the church of England, the lead moral, the 
lead confcientious of men, whofe life has pafled in a 
conilant, direft oppoiition to the purity and precepts 
of the Gofpel^ whofe creed from the firfl article in it 
to the lall is known to be non credo, fuch a perfon 
with wonderful prudence chufes not to open any ac- 
cauni on the /core of pri<oate cbmraaer, I do not 
nieany Sir, to be impertinent enough to t public* 
whom I refpeft, to defceod to thofe particulars of 
private life, in which they are sot interefled, either 
to accufe you, or to defend myfelf. The fraihies» 
of which I have repented, I will not judify. I will 
not even plead with Hctface, 

I^ec lufije fudetffid non incidere ludum ; 

but I hope to redeem and bury in oblivion every paft 
folly by great and vif tuous aftions, by real fervices to 
ny country. 

Your letter of yeften^y contains no charge, al- 
thottgh it promiies many. £very one (hall be fully 
anfwered. I have only to defire, that your future 
letter, or letters, may appear before Midfummer-day, 
becaufe it is poffiWe that by the favour of the Livery 
of London I may after that time be wholly engaged in 
preparing for che^ duties of a very ireporUnt ofike. 



and the faitlifal difdiarge of t\if Sheriff ^s dath, nof 
that, which yon /a If^ed, 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WlLKESf. 

To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

LETTER II. 

S I R, 

THE motives of my conduft, and the nature of 
our intercourfe (for it cannot be called a connediron],: 
will bcft appear from the fituation of each of us at it'sr 
commencement. Your motives will appear as plainly 
in its progrefs and conclusion. 

Wh.cn your troubjes began I was in France^ I 
returned to England towards the end of the yeat'- 
1764. Shortly afteK, by the intereft of a neighbour- 
ing gentleman, with whofe fon I had travelled, I re- 
ceived a promife from Mr. Levinz, late rcceivcr-geJ 
neral of the cuftoms, that I fhould fpcedily be ap- 
pointed one of the chaplains to his majefty, through 

the noflfiinal application of the duke of . , 

with a profpedl of jfuch other particular preferment as 
was fufficknt to fatisfy my wiihes. 

I'was quickly informed of all the political tranfac- 
tions in England during my abfence. My expedla- 
tlons and oppofite connexions were not {0 firong ia 
me as tkofe principles which ail who know me 
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know t always profcffcd, long before there .wa4 a 
probability that the times woald ever call them out 
into pradice. In this fitoation, I did not hefitate one 
moment about my conduA, but inilantiy dechred my 
ietitiments very freely ; and daring my ihort {by ia 
England contributed my mice to the public caufe by 
publiihing whatever efiliys, hints, or intelligence £• 
thought mjght be ufeful. Among other things, I had 
written a pamphlet^ which one popular bookfeller, 
after printing, declined to publiih. I applied to Mr, 
Cotes, with whofe name only I was then acquainted, 
as a perfon moft likely to dired me to a bold pub- 
lilher. Such a one was found ; and both Mr. Cotes 
and the publiihcr muft acknowledge that the only 
ftipulations between as were, that my name (bould 
remain a fecret, unlefs the pamphlet was called in 
queftion : in that cafe the publiiher had his choice 
either to be indemnified by me, or to give up mj 
name for his own fecurity, if he did not chufe to riik 
the confequences of the profecution. 

In the year 1765 another neighbouring gentleman 
applied to me to go to Italy with his fon : I em- 
braced his offer, Paffing through Paris, I delivered 
fome letters to you from Mr. Cotes ; amongil others, 
one of thofc letters from Mr. Onflow, which yoa 
have fince publifhed. Though this was the firfl time 
we ever faw each other, you exaded from me, with 
very earneft entreaty, a promife of correfpondence. 
I thought you at that time ftncerely pubHc-'fpinted; 
and a mun of honour.; I me^n that fort of honour 
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which, though it does not reflrain from bad^ pte* 
vents men frOm being guilty of mean a6^ions^ I 
wrote to you from Montpeiier ; and lefl from my 
appearance you (hould millake my fituation, and ex- 
pe6l coniiderable fervices from me, I thought it pro<« 
per to inform you, that I was only a poor country 
clergyman, whofe fitdation, notwithfbnding his zeal, 
would never enable him to perform any coniiderabte 
lervice either to you or the public. Having told yoa 
my profeffioD, I diidaimed in a joking manner thofe 
vices which, from the dependent fituation of it*s pro- 
feiTors, are too frequently atte^ant on it— I mean 
hypocriiy, (ervility, and an abjed attention to private! 
IPtereft. Receiving tko anfwer, I did- not repeat my 
* felly : and upon a fecond vifit to you at Paris, in my 
return from Italy to England in the year 1767, I 
faw reafons fu£cient never more to truft you with a 
£iTgle line ; for I found that all the private letters of 
your friends were regularly palled in a book^ and 
read over indifcriminately, not only to your friends 
^ acquainunce, but to every vifitor , In this fecond 
vifit at Paris you reproached me for not keeping my 
promife of correfpondence, and fwore yoa had not 
received my letter. I was very well contented, tho' 
I did not believe yourexcufe, and hugged myfelfin 
the reflection that 1 had furni(hed you wjth only one 
opportunity of treachery. This letter you copied 
ibme months^ and fhewed it about to numbers of 
people with a menace of publication if I dared to 
interrupt you, And yet you aannot pretend to juftify 
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y^ourfelf by faying, that it contains any promifes whkh 
have not been abundantly fulfilled. Sd far from 
promiGng afliibince, if I have any memory, it declares 
an inability to aifift. " You will not fay that I courted 
you in your pvofperi^y, and forfook you in adverfity ; 
you will not ky that I have been ungrateful, or that 
I ever received any favours at your hands. I found 
yoa in the moft hopelefs ftate : an outlaw ; plunged 
in the deepeft diftrefs ; overwhelmed with debt and 
di%race ; forfaken by all your friends, and fhunncd 
by every thing that called itielf a gentleman, at a 
time when very honeft men who could diftinguilh be- 
tween you and your caufe, and who feared no danger, 
-yet feared the ridicule attending a probable defeat. 
Happily we fuccseded, and I leave you by repeated 
eledions the legal Reprefentative of MiddlcCex, an 
Alderman of London, and about thirty thoufand 
pounds richer than when firft I knew you ; myfcif 
by many degrees poorer than I was before ; and I 
pretend to have been a little inftrumental in all thefe 
changes of your fituation. 

I make no other reflexion on your behaviour 
refpeding my letter, than barely to fay that thofc 
who fhall attempt to palliate or juftify it, will want a 
juftifvcation themfelves. Publiib it however when 
you will. I am confident, as indeed I have likcwife 
been affured by many to whom you have (hewn it, 
that there is nothing in the letter of which I need to 
\)e aihamed, unleis there are any compliments to 
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yoa ; of twery thing of that kind your fabfequenl 
condud has indeed made ine moil heartily afiiamed. 

JOHN HORNE, 
To Mr. JOHN WILKES, 

LETTER m. 

SIR, 

M Y firft employmeiit on my return to England 
ivas to reconcile you with Mr. Cotes, whom I thought 
you treated jn his misfortunes with a barbarous ingra^ 
titude : And at Paris I explained to you my fentiments 
on the fubjed, as freely as a ftranger could who 
wifhed not to o^end you. 

From this time till your anival in England I threw 
Out hints in the papers of your intention to offer your<o 
felf a candidate at the enfuing general eledion ; and I 
endeavoured, with as much art as I was mafter of, 
to let them be juil flrong enough to make thofe who 
wilhed you well fuppofe the event poffible, without 
being fo ilrong as to make thoie who feared fuch an 
event fuppofe it probable. 

From the time I left you at Paris in i yGj I held 
too communication with you of any kind whatever j 
nor did I upon your arrival in England in 1768 even 
pay you a viiit, till it was very evident you had loft 
your eleftion in the city. Then indeed I went to >ou, 
becaufe I knew I could be nfeful to you in Middlefex ; 
gnd I did then and do flill think that there W4s pQ 
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snethod by which I could do greater fervke to the 
|>ubh'c, than by efpoufing your caufe; which the 
weaknefs and wickednefs of our court had made, to 
a certain degree, the caufe of every Englifhman. 

fiefides fome credible information which I had re- 
ceived fbce I firft faw you concerning your charafter, 
and the danger which my fecond vliit had fhewn me 
^here was in your correfpondence, a particular tranf- 
adion had made me forbear any communication with 
;you, though my ientiments of your caufe remained 

unaltered. In Odlober 1766^ you came over to 

England privately : My brothers-in-law, Mr. Wild- 
man, accidentally met you in the Hreet near his own 
bou^ in Argyle- Buildings, in company with your bro* 
ther Mr. Heaton Wilkes : Mr. Wildman expreffing 
his furprize to fee you, you told him you were di- 
flrefTed to find fome place where you might fafely lay 
iid from fear of the outlawry : He offered you his 
own houfe ; where you ftayed till you went back ^ain 
to France. You reprefented to him your fituation in 
Fiance, which made it proper for you to endeavour 
by little prefents. Sec, to pleafe your friends there to 
whom you had obligations ; and requefted him to pro- 
cure for you certain articles, to the value of forty 
pounds, and to fend them diredtcd for your friend 
Monfieur Sain^ Fey at Paris ; to whofe hands you 
faid they would come without difficulty, examination, 
or interruption, he being fecretary to the French mini- • 
fter, and great treafurer of the marine \ and you 
•promifcd that Mr. Wildman's bills for the money he 



1 1 
I ■ 



( 36 ) 

(hould lay out on thefe articles (hottld be paid at figlit, 
Mr. Wildman executed your commiffion with the 
zeal of a friend, and chofe to delay receiving his mo- 
ney till fome months after, when he was hirolclf to pafs 
through Paris. In September 1767 he waited on 
you at Paris : He hoped he had executed your com- 
niiflion to your fatisfadion : You denied that the ar- 
ticles had ever been received. He alked what he 
m\i& do ; and whether, if any accident had happened, 
it mud he his lofs ? You replied, that he muft call 
upon Monf. Sainte Foy, Mr. Wildman then defired 
you to let him have my clothes which I bad left with 
you at Paris ; becaufe I ihould not leave England fo 
foon as I had before inttnded, and when I did go 
abroad fhould not take the route of Paris : You endea- 
voured to difTuadc him from charging himfelf with the 
clothes, becaufe of the great rigor of our Cuflom- 
Houfe ; and when you could not deter him, you pro- 
mifed he (hould have them foon. Mr. Wildman went 
to Monf. Sainte Foy, was admitted, and told him the 
caufe of his vifit ; Monf, Sans Foy pretended that he 
could not underftand either his French or bis Englifh : 
Mr. Wildman went down Stairs to call his valet-de- 
place, who underilood both languages well : When 
he would haye gone into the room again to Monf. 
Sainte Foy, bis valet- de-chambre faid — ** Sir, my 
mailer is ppt at hop:ie.'* In vain Mr. Wildman in- 
filled, he had quitted his mailer but that minute ^o 
call in his interpreter ; the fervant perfiiled that — 
f* His oiader w^s DQt at home,' - and Mr. Wil(lma(^ 
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tOuld only ()r6core a repetition of the {^mt anfwer. 
Mr. Wildman returned to Mr. Wilkes's houfe ; Mr. 
Wilkes was " not at home." He repeated his viiits,— 
Mr. Wilkes was ** not at home." At length he was 
informed that Mr. Wilkes was gone to his houfe in 
the country : Mr. Wildman went tbithef after yoli ; 
and you promifed to come to Paris the next day and 
fettle all matters ; Mr. Wildman returned to Paris 
with a Monf. Goy, a name well known in England 
and in France, and a conftant companion of Mr. 
Wilkes. M. Goy told Mr. Wildman^ '* He might 
as well fave himfelf the trouble of his vifits, he would 
get neither money nor clothes ; for that Mr. Wilkes 
was exceedingly diftreffed and had been forced lately 
to pawn the clothes." The next day a note was k/t 
at Mr. Wildman's hotel with Mr. Wilkes's name. 
Mr. Wildman immediately on the receipt of it, at 
noon, went to Mr. Wilkes's Lodgings. The fervants 
feid, Mr» Wilkes was in the country. Mr. Wildman' 
then went to Meff. Foley and Panchaud, the bankers, 
and not finding any money left there for him as you 
had by letter promifed him there ihould be, he per- 
ceived that Mr. Goy had told him truth, and that he 
was tricked and laughed at, and therefore inftantly 
qaittcd Pari . — Such was the return which you his 
** affectionate friend" made to my brother your hof- 
"Citable friend, for ** Obligations which made it im- 
pofliblc for you to exprefs the feelings of your grati■^ 
tade," and for " Favours received mider his roof, of 
which yoa promifed aa eCeroal remembrance." 

I>3 
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Mr. Wildman has fince made the proper enquiries^ 
and finds that the goods he v?^ commiifioned by 7011* 
to procure were duly delivered. For my own part I 
never made the leafi enquiry after my clothes, but 
have received'a letter within the lafl three months from 
Mr. Panchaud, informing me that they have long 
been in iiis pofTeffion. 

Though the extreme meannefs of thus filching what 
you might have received freely as a gift^ infpired me 
with infinite contempt for the very name of Mr. 
Wilkes, yet compaffion for the wretchednefs of your 
£tuation took away from me all kind of refentment ;» 
and tho* I was determined never to be conne^ed with 
the man, I wasjready to lay down my life in the caufe, 

I have mentioned thefe circumftances not as any 
charges againft you, tho* no doubt they will operate 
as fuch ; but merely to prove by fadb what was from^ 
the beginning the nature of my intercourfe with you, 
and what mull have been my motives at the time of 
its commencement. 

jfOHN HORNE*. 

To die Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Princc*8 Cowrt, Saturday, May ig*^ 

YOUR JSrfi letter, of May 14, told me that yoii- 
** blamed my public conduct, and would not open any 
" account with me on the fcore of private charader.** . 
A ti?ird letter is this day addrefled to me. Not a : 
word hitherto '^ of my pnbUc condud/' but man/ 
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kltt and malignant attacks about Mr Wildman, ^ttr 
brotker-in-laWy who formerly kept the Bedford- head 
in Soathampton-Streety Covent-Garden, and your old 
fMef. The public will impute the impertinence of 
fiich a difpute to it*s author, and pardon my calling 
their attention for a few moments to fcenes of fo tri- 
fling a nature* becaufe it is in j unification of an inno- 
cent man. 

When you left Paris in May 1 767, you defired me 
to take care of your old cUthes^ for you meant to re- 
turn in a few months, and chey qould be of no ufe to 
you in England. The morning of your departure 
you fent me the following letter : 

'" Dear Sir, 
** According to your permiffion I leave with you 
I fuit of fcarlet and gold ? ^j^^u 
J fuit of white and filver j 
I fuit of blue and filver— camblet 
I fuit of flowered filk 
I fuit of black filk 
and I black velvet furtout 

" If you have any fellow-feeling you cannot but btf 
kind to them ; fince they too as well as youifelf are 
outlawed in England ; and on the fame account — 
their fuperior worth. I am. 
Dear Sir, 

Your very affedionate. 
Humble Servant, 
«• Paris May zf, 1767. John Home." 

D4 ^ 
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This letter I returned to you at the King's Bench i 
and at the bottom of it the tpllowing memorandum 
in my own hand-writing: ** Nov. 21, 1767, fcnt 
*' to Mr. Panchaud's in the Rue St. Sauveur." I 
•left Paris Nov. 22, 1767, and therefore thought it 
proper the day before to fend your clothes ivhere 
I was fure they would be perfedlly fafe, to Mr* 
Panchaud's, the great Englifh banker's. They re* 
mairjcd in my houfe. Rue des Saints Peres, only 
from May till the November following, nor was any 
demand or requeft made to me about them by Mr. 
Wildmaii, Or any one elfc. The flory of Monficur 
Gov is 1 am perfuaded an abfolute falfhcod. You arc 
forced to own, ** I have received a letter within the 
" iall three months from Mr. Panchaud, informing me 
•* that they fthe clothes) have long been in his pof- 
** feflion." Examine the banker^s books ; You will 
find the date is Nov. 21, 1767. You fay, ** For 
*' my own part I never made the leaft enquiry after 
" my clothes.'* I fuppofe for the plaineft reafon 
in the world : You knew where they were, and 
;hat they could be no part of a clergyman's drefs in 
England, but that you were fure of fo rich a ivard- 
robe on your next tour to France or Italy, as Paris 
\rould probably be^your rout. This is all I know 
of the Veftimenta fretiofa of Eutrapelus, I hope, Sir, 
the putting them on will not have the fame cfFeft ojei 
you as formerly on him^ 
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Ciim pulcrts tunicis fumet nova confilia et ijpes 2 
Dormie: in lucem ; fiorto podponet honeftum 
Officium ; nummot alienos pafiet. 

Your charge about your brother -m-Iaw Mr* Wild* 
man is equally unjuft. When 1 was in England in 
in Odober 1 766> I lodged at Mr. Wildman's houfe 
in Argylc- Buildings, on his own moil preffing invi- 
tation. I had long known him» and for feveral years 
belonged to a club, which met once a week at the 
Bedford-head. Mr. Wiidman defired to be confidered 
at this time as the warm partifan of Mr. Wilkes; 
He begged that he might be ufeful as far as he 
could to me and my friends. I aiked him to buy 
a little Welch horfe for a lady in France, to whom 
I was defirous of paying a compliment. I £xed 
the pricc^ and infilled on paying him at that very 
time, which I did. About a year afterwards Mr; 
Wiidman fulfilled my commiiTion, purchafed me 
a Welch poney, and fent it to Calais. Thb was. the 
Iingie tranfadlion of my own with your brother-in- 
law at that time. I gave him two or three triHing 
commiflions from Moniieur Sainte Foy for arrack, &c. 
which were to be forwarded to Paris. I believe they 
were fent, but they never paffcd through my hands, 
nor do I know whether Mr. Wiidman has yet been 
paid for thofe trifles, the whole of which amounted 
only, as he told me, to about thirty pounds. 

Your endeavours to create a coolnefs between Mr. 
Cotes and ijic are clearly feea thrg^ and will prove 
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ineflFedaal. Vba made the (ame attempt on tlie kt6 
Mr. Sterne and me with the fame fuccefs. In yooif 
letter to me at Paris, dated Jan* 3, 1766, yoa fay^ 
** 1 pafled a week with Sterne at Lyons, and am to 
*' meet him again at Sienna in the fummer — Forgive 
«< my queilion, and do not anfwer it, if it is imper* 
'* tinent. U there any caufe of coldnefs between 
yoo and Sterne ? He fpeaks very handfomeiy of 
you, when it is abibhitely neceiBiry tofpeak at all ; 
** bat not with that nuarmth and euthuftafm^ that I 
*^ expert from every one that knows yoa. Do not 
*' let me caufe a coldnefs between yoa if there is 
'* none. I am fenfible my queilion is at kaft impru- 
** dent, and my jealoafy blameable.'* 

la your fecond letter you fay, ** The nature of our 
•* tniercourfiy for it cannot be called a connexion;'* 
and afterwards, '* In my return &om Italy to England 
*' in the year 1 767 I faw reaibns fuifident ne<u£r mori 
** to truft you tuith a Jingle iine'i''' and in your third 
letter yoa pPHftrjjA that yoa had, even in 1767, ^* in- . 
•* finite contempt for the very name of Mr^^Wilkes.'* 
However, on the 17th of laftMay, yoa wrote me 
another letter on my going to Fulham, while my 
koufe here was repairing, to recommend ^at tradef- 
men to me, to tell me how mofi fincerely yoa were 
mine, &c. Yoa add, *' I could not forbear (hewing 
•• my frienijhip to you by letting you know your 
** friends.^* Yoa will find, Sir, that it re^res more 
memory as well as wit than falls to one man*s 
8iare to fupport ^ long chain of .faiihoods. You arc 
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]oft and bewildered in the intricacies of error. TfN! 
path of truth you would find more eafy and honour* 
able. 

You affert, ** I found that all the private letters of 
*' your friends were regularly palled in a book, and 
read over indifcriminatelyy not only to your friends 
and acquaintance, but to every vifitor.'* I glory ^ 
Sir, in having four large volumes of manufcript let* 
ters, many of them written by the firft men of thi» 
9ge, I eifteem them my moft valuable pofieifion* 
Why is the pleaftire of an elegant and infbudlive epif- 
tle to perifh with the hour it is received ? To thist 
care and attention of Cicero^s friends in prefervitig 
that great Roman's letters we owe the bell hidory of 
Rome for a moll interefling period of about forty 
years. You miftake when you talk of a// tJ^f private 
Utters of your friends. My care ha* extended only 
to letters of particular friends on particular occafions,' 
or to letters of bufinefs, taile, or literature. The 
originals of fuch I have preferved ; iflKH^any copies ^t^f<<f'-' 
of my own letters, unlefs when I wrote to a fecretary 
•of ftate, to a Talbot, aMartin^ or a Home. When 
you add, *' that they are read over indiscriminately^ 
not only to your friends and acquaintance^ but' 
to every vifitor,*' you knowingly advance a ftlf- 
Iiood. So much of your time has paflcd with rae^ 
that you are fenfible very few of my friends have ever 
heard of the volumes I mentioned. The preiervation 
of a letter is furely a compliinent to the writer. But 
alcho* I approve the preienradoD, in geocial I highly 
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difapprove the publicatldn of any privaftf letteri. 
Hovi'ever, there are cafes which juftly call thfem forth 
to light. Mr. Onflow's firft letter was after great im- 
portunity from you printed by me, to juftify what you 
had faid at Epfoni. The fccond yoil printed, with- 
out my confent, from a copy I fufFcred you to take* 
• The pamphlet you mention has not yet been pub ♦ 
HJhed, I have now before me the copy, corredted 
with your own hand, which you gave me at Paris. 
The following paffage I am fure you will read at thi» 
time with particular fatisfa^ion, and I referve it for 
you, pour la bonne bouche, 

" We hare feen, by Mr. Wilkes's treatment, that 
*' no man who is not, and who has not always been 
** abfolutely perfed himfelf, muft dare to arraign 
•* the meafures of a miniller. 

•* It is not fcfEcierit that he pay an inviolable regard 
" to the liws ; that he be a man of the Ihidlelt and molt' 
" unimpeached honour ; that he be endowed with fa- 
** perior abilities and qualifications ; that he be bleiTed 

with a benevolent, generous, noble, free foul ; that he 

be inflexible, incorruptible, and brave ; that he prefer 

infinitely the public m elfare to his ownintercft, peace, . 

and fafety ; that his life be ever iu his hand, rea- 
** dy to be paid down cheariully for the liberty of his 
•f country ; and that he be dauntlefs and unwearied 

in her fcrvice. — All this avails him nothing. 
If it can be proved (though by the bafe mcan> 
**. of treachery and theft) that in fome unguarded 
** wanton hour he has uttered an indsv^nt woid, or 
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*^ penned a loofe cxpreflion Away with fuch a 

*' fellow from the earth ; .it is not fie that h^ 
'* ihould live.'* 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES, 

To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

LETTER IV, 

SIR, 

DURING the dty-eledion many worthy mer- 
chants having generoufly come forward to your ailift.- 
ance, and fome of them being men of the mod rigid 
morality, yoa thought it proper to adopt the language 
of a penitent : To the one you talked of ** Saul trans- 
•* formed into St. Paul ;" to another you were more 
poetical, and told him that '^ hitherto your life muft 
•* be confidered as only bearing the bloffoms^ and that 
•* the public might now expeft from you t\\t fruits :" 
And you talked of the follies of your youtb^ as 
if you had not been at that time between forty and 
fifty t and as \i folly was all that could be alleged ar- 
gainil you. I believe you did not impofe upon many; 
the greater part defpifed the hypocrite, who before 
abhorred the rogue : But however fome might be de- 
ceived, ypur condudt did not fuffer me even for a few 
liays to i'uppofe you a changeling. 

On Tuefday mprning, March 22, 1768, I paidyo^ 
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ibe firil xi&t in London. On We^fday I inleited 
swo advertifements levelled at the oM members for 
Middlefex : For one of which the imprudent haftinefs 
of Sir J. Gibbons made that gentleman afterwards 
publifh my name. On nurfday you fet out with me 
1.0 canvas the weftern part of the county. Returning 
in the evening to Brentford, I found there Mr, 
T ■ 'C , wbofe name I did not then know : He had 
been appointed by your committee of the city to fe- 
cure fome houses at Brentford for theday of the eledlion : 
He could get none, becaufe he was totally unknown ; 
He applied to me, and appointed me to meet him on 
Saturday evening at the King's Arms, where the com- 
mittee would fettle every thing with me relative to the 
houfes. On Friday I procured two inns for the purpofe ; 
and engaged myfelf to them to pay the expenccs which 
Ihould be incurred ; and this was necclTary, becaufe if 
you had. loft your eleftion the people could eafily forefee 
you would again have fled the country, and they would 
iave loft their mopcy. On Saturday in the evening I 

waited on the committee : Mr. T n was abfent : 

I told them my bufmefs, and defired only that the 
rift: of the uncertain expences at Brentford on the 
day of eIe£^on might be tmderftood to be equal be- 
tween us, becaufe I was not fuficient to bear the 
whole, and fuch a lofs might undo me. They were 
perfe6l ftrangers to me ; the committee was diftrafbed 
with variety of bufinefs ; all was confufion; and tbey 
treated me very cavalierly, as they would have done 
^ Sharper who was come to impofe upon them by 
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tdk pretences : The ckainnan, Mr. J. J — » H gni« 

cieman of charader and a man of bttiincfs, noc liav* 
ing (as he has £nce informed me) been acquainted 
with the ciicumftanccs, and knowing that Mr. T— n 
had been appointed to look after the houfes, my 
properl^r, though abruptly, bad me quit the room ; 
^y^E* *' Since houfes are procured, that is fufidenc 
for nsy and we have nothing to do with you or your 
engagemm^s.** I quitted the room ; firfl telling them 
dat they were miftaken in fuppoimg they had the 
houfes iafe, and thexcfore might leave me to bear the 
burthen ; that I was not quite fo fooliih as they 
ieemed to imagine i if they would not make it a joint 
riik, I was ilxll able to fave myfelf, for that I very 
well knew Sir William Beauchamp ProCtor and Mr, 
Cooke wouki be very glad to take the houfes off my 
hands, and to acknowledge the obligation. You had 
hitherto fat iilent; but being alarmed at my laft 
words, which I threw out to alarm them, and to 
make them join with me in the rifk, you followed 
me, and led me together with Mr. ' into an- 

other room ; you caught me by the hands, and fup- 
plicated me moft earneilly not to be offended at fuch 
*' creatures^' as your committee ; you fwore I fhould 
run no hazard ; that you had more than money 
enough at your banker^s, and would that moment 
give me a draft ioxfiftetn hundred pounds. 

I replied-:-" Sir, I was not at all offended before, 
^^ but I am now : I fee you think me a dupe ; becaufe 
'' it is Saturday evening, and your elef^ion comes bx^ 
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** on Monday morning, you cfFer me a draft oil 
*• your banker ^ox fifteen hundred founds ^ when I know 
•* you have w^X. fifteen-fence in the world. It is you 
** that treat me ill, not they. I am not duped, Sir, 
** and I dcfire I may at leaft have the honour of doing 
" what I do with my eyes open. Go back and look 
** after them; give yourfelf no concern about me: I 
'' (hall a£i in the fame manner as if they had engaged 
** with me. The die is caft: if T had not thought 
" that all was at Hake on the fuccefs of your election; 
<* I fhould not have come forward at all ; and having 
** once begun in it, nothing (hall ftop me," 

The fuccefs of the eledlion is known ; the gentle- 
men afterwards excufed themfelves to me for a beha- 
viour for which their good intention entirely julliiied 
them; and the committee paid the expences. 

JOHN HORNE, 

To the Rev. Mr. H O R N E, 

SI R, 

I N your fecond letter to Mr. Wilkes, printed Jn 
the Public Advertifer onThurfday, May the i6th, 
you are pleafcd to fay, " Amongft other things I had 
written a pamphlet, which one popular bookfeller, after 
printing, declined to publifh. I applied to Mr. Cotes 
as a perfon mod likely to direft me to a bold pub- 
lifhcr ; fuch a one was found, and both Mr. Cotes 
and the publifher mud acknowledge, that the onl^ 
ftipulation between us were, that my naiijic ftiould re^ 
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ttilift a'ftcret, unleTs the pamphlet was called in qaef«> 
tiofi : In that cafe the pobiifher had his choice^ either 
to be indemnified by me, or to give up my name for 
his Own fecurity^ if he did not chufe to tiik the con- 
fequenc^s of the profecution.'* 

As I am called upon by yoa in the publfc pafftrs^ 
I think the public have a right to every information 
in my power^ and I ihall ftrifily adhere to truth, re- 
membering from the book^ that ** Truth endureth^ 
and is akvays ilrong i it liveth and conquercth for 
evermore.'* It is true that yoo applied to me to re- 
commend a printer to you for a pamphlet you broaghc 
fne to perufe. You may recoiled that I was extreme*/ 
fby of yoa, nor would I enter into any private con- 
verfation with you till on (he third vifit. This caution 
was owing to the particular circumftances of the times : 
I had jaft before ftood forward in fupport of an honeft 
man, who was condemned to eke pillory for re-pub- 
lifhing the North firiton, Noi 4$. I had made an 
handfome colledion for him under the I^Hotj in 
Palacc-yard. Genera/ Warrants had not then re^ 
ceived their formal condemnation; nor vrete the 
houfes of Engliihmen freed from the vifitation of fe< 
tretaries of date, kiogS meflengers, folicttors, law- 
tlerks, Scz. &:c. My behaviour.had drawn upon me 
the indignation of thofe in power, and fpies and mcf- 
fengers furroandcd my fcoufe. In that ^caadQamn- 
inon prudence dt^ied to fufped every man whQ 
came to me without a particular recommendation^ 
in which predicament you then ftood, as I did not 

£ 
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then even know your name ; however I afterwards 
engaged a printer, and I believe you gave him your 
name by way of indemnification^ and you foon after 
Jeft England. I know of no other ftipulation. After 
your departure, I thought the hopelt man would run 
too great a rifk by publi(hing in your abfence ; I 
therefore took the whole imprefllon from him, and 
paid him for the printing. I do not recolleft you 
. have repaid me, nor do I defire it ; but the pamphlet 
was never publifhed. 

I certainly was the firfl perfon that introduced you 
to Mr. Wilkes's acquaintance; and t have lately 
lamented, and declared my concern in many public 
companies, that I had fo done ; but when I confider 
your fmall fervices in the Middlefex eledlion, and the 
very great ones you have done him by your late attacks 
in the public papers, I begin to alter my opinion. 

As you have made free with my name, you muft 
give me leave to make fomc remarks upon your pub- 
lic condudl, of which I formerly had a tolerable good 
opinion. 1 found no alteration in you refpefting 
Mr. Wilkes until he was eleded Alderman. From 
that period (for reafonsyou beft know) your friendlhip 
cooled, and every fuccefs of his afterwards was appa- 
rently received by jou with diflike ; and I found 
that the great public caufe was to fufFer from your 
private pique to him in the bufmeis of the Middlefex 
petition ; for after that meafure was determined upon 
at the Mile-End affcmbly-room, Mr. Wilkes gave you 
a draft of a petition, thp fubjedl matter of which w^ 
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confined merely to the violated rights of the eIe£lori 
of England in general, and to ihofe of the county of 
Middlefex in particular ; his opinion being, that ge- 
neral inve^ives againft the king's government and 
ininifters, paft and prefent^ would only furnilh a 
pretext to avoid the decifion of the grand qutftion— • 
the right cf eleftion— And I firmly believe if that 
mode of petitioning had been adopted, not one county* 
or fcarcely one borough in England, would have beea 
backward in fupport of the caufe ; but you adled upon 
very difiFerent grounds ; for, after pretending to prepare 
a petition more to the purpofe, you amufed your 
fi-iends for more than three weeks, without producing 
one line. At length I was fo much harraffed by man/ 
freeholders of mf acquaintance, that I determined to 
apply to Mr. Wilkes, t|icn in the King's Bench pri- 
fon. I found Mr. Bellas with him, who then ccn- 
fared your conduft in the ftrongeft terms. We went 
from thence to Mr. Samuel Vaughan, who, we un- 
derHood, had a petition of yours in his pofTeffion de- 
fUaed for the city of London. Wc found him at the 
Jamaica coffee-houfe; Mr. Vaughan refufed Mr. Bel- 
las a fight of that petition, which occafioned very, 
high words between them. I then waited upbn Mr. 
Walpole Eyre, the chairman of the committee ap- 
pointed at the Mile-End meeting; to defire his per- 
mifiion, with the confent of Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Bel- 
las, to call the freeholders together at the Crown and . 
Anchor in the Strand to confider of the petition. 
This I publifhcd immediately in the papers. Sick^ . 

Ez. 
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nefs preventing my attending, the cotnpany then pr*- 
ftnt can bed account for your behaviour at that meet- 
ing. You may i-ecolledl that you afterwards exprefled 
yourfelf highly diflatisiied with me fot that meafure ; 
which I did not regard, being determined to keep a 
watch over you, as your conduct had made me very 
iliipicious. \Another meeting was afterwards had, ias 
I am informed, at the Three Tuns in Spittlefields^ 
when the petition W^s agreed to by the committee ; 
ahd in confequence a meeting of the freehblderis con- 
vened at the Mile-End aifembly room at tta^eH o'cUck 
to hear, approve, and fign it. — Mr. Martin has in- 
fbrmed me that you did Aot bring thfe petition to him 
at his houfe near Leiicefier fields until fwilve o\fock 
that 'very day ; and it was pad two before you and 
Mr. Martin arrived at the ailemblyoroom at Mile-End. 
Many of the freehoidfcri were gone away, muth dif* 
gufled at your condufi. You beft know Whether it 
was your defign to defeat the petition, and to ftop tht 
fplrit of petitioning in it*s rife or not ; the pbblic will 
make their own r^fte^iond. 

Again, when the petition of the county Of Surrey 
vm in agitation^ a gentleman of the committee ap- 
plied to you for a draf^, which you gave him. He 
.fhewed it to me; and I cannot eoniceive, that if ^ou 
intended the buiinefs ihould have fpcceeded at the ge- 
neral meeting of the county, you would ever have 
given him fuch a drafl. When I read it, f own J Was 
aftoniihed, becaufe I then thought you did i^ot want 
abilities to do better, i tixen told the gentlemta that 
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I was certain no man of confeqjaence in the county 
would even hear of fuch an ahfurd compofition. This 
I repeated to you at Vauxhall previous to our going 
to EpTom, and afterwards in the coffee- room there. 
You may recolle£t that I told you before feveral gen* 
Itlemen, that you ** wanted to injure the great cau(a» 
'•* but that it was above your match.** Notwithftard- 
ing all which, you read this very extraordinary per- 
formaqee on the Bowling-Green as your own, though 
you had previoufly given it to the gentlemen ; and 
you had the mortiiicacion to find it totally rejected. I 
leave the impartial public to judge of your condud in 
this bufmefs ; for my own part, it explained your real 
intentions fo cleaijy, that I have not fmce had the 
)eaft doubt of your true chara£ier. 

As you. Sir, have made the tour of Europe twice, 
you muft, doubtlefs» have formed yopr opinion on the 
difference between f'lee and deipotic governments. I, 
ffom 9 fi-equent intercourie with a neighbouring na- 
tion, have been taught the value of that ineftimable 
jewel 1 1 B E R T y . Thofe now • unhappy people were 
once as fret as us ; but by the treachery and proflir 
gacy of the great, and the wiles and arts of wicked 
men and minifters, are npw redueed to a wretched 
date of Ha very. Jp fome, indeed, thje fpirit of free* 
dom ill II remains, ami many noble and meritorious 
r^Forts have lately been made to recover what their 
anceftors have fo ihamefuliy loft ; but in vain ; they 
can only rattle and bite their chains in anguiih. If 
lever that ihoold be the fate (in an evil hour) of this 

E3 
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dear country, it needs not the fpirlt of prophecy t6 
divine, that though our vallies (hould be filled with 
plenty, they uill ceafe to laugh or fing. 
. Mr. Wilkes's public condud has giyen xpe the mod 
convincing proof of his love for this country ; and 
.that he is the true watchman of con£itutional liberty. 
His late attention to the antient and undoubted 
rights and franchifes of the people in general, and of 
ihecity of London in particular, both with refpeA to 
pre(i>- warrants and the feizure of the printers, will do 
him immortal honour, as they will refledl the higheft 
difgrace on thofe who bafely withdrew themfeives 
when thefe mod eiTential points were agitated. Thefe, 
added to his former merit, will place him above thi? 
reach of envy, and convince every honefl, indepen* 
dent Englifdman, that thofe little fhafts ,which are 
aimed at him arife either from low jealoufy, or mean 
feifintereil; the latter has, to the difgrace of it, been 
the cbara£leriftic of this country for a long time. 
Thank Heaven, however, there are fome few excep- 
tions. I fincerely wifh I could with propriety rank 
you amongft them. It has given me great concern 
to fit:d fuch a defedlion amongft thofe who call them- 
felves the Friends of Li&erty. God knows they are 
too many ; but I trufl there dill remains in this coun- 
try a great majority of honeft men, who will fcorn to 
•follow fuch unworthy examples ; and that you and 
all will find in the end, that 'v.x populi vox Dei, i% 
an unerring rule in England. 

Your bumble Servant, 
IMr^yi^. HUMPHRY COTES, 
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P. S. Since the foregoing T have read your third 
letter to Mr. Wilkes, in which you fay, " My firft 
*^ employment on my return to England was to re- 
" concile you with Mr. Cotes." — I never had a quar- 
rel with Mr. Wilkes 1 never accufed, him of in- 

To the Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Prince's Court, Wcdnefday, May 22* 

I A M perfuaded there are very few particulars 
in your fourth letter which the public wifti that I 
ihould anfwer. You fay, that on the Saturday before 
the firfl Middlefex elpdlion, '* You led me* together 

^* with Mr, , into another room ; you caught 

*^ me by the hands, and fuppUcated me moil earnefily 
•^ not to be offended at fuch " Creatures" as your 
** committee ; you fwpre I ihould run no hazard ; that 
*^ you had more than money enough at your banker's, 
** and would that moment give me a draft for 
^^ fifteen hundred pounds,^'' I had been only a few 
< weeks in England, and mod certainly had at that 
time no banker. If I had made fuch a fpeech to you, 
who knew the diilrefs of my private af^irs, inflea4 
of fupporting me as papdidate for the county of Mid- 
dlefex, you ought to have applied to my friends for a 
commiflion of lunacy againft me. That fingle proof 
yrould have been fu^cient. Will you pleafe. Sir, to 

tell me the banker's name, and the name of Mr. , 

E4 
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of which you do not even give the kifdals ? I jiffeit 
that the whole of thi» tale is an abfojute ftllhaod. 

1 hope Mr. is not ii^J, as well s^s Mr. Lavinx^ 

' thf LATE recewfr genfral of thf cuftomu whom ypu- 
quote as your authority that you had ^ fromife ym 
Jhouldbe appointed one of th( Chaplains to his Majefif^ 
as well as a profpea of fuek other particular prefer- 
ment as 'was fu^cient to fatisfy your wijh^s. 

When you mention the eityrdeflion, you affert, 
** You talked of the follii» of your youth, as if yoi| 
*' had not been kt that time between forty and fifty ^ 
** and as \i folly was all that could be alleged againft 
•^ you.'' Whatever co^ld be alleged agajnft me woul4 
probably come from others, rather than ^om myfelf.* 
I am fure this could only pais in a private convert- 
tion. I was not guiky pf that abf^rdity to the re- 
fpeftablc body of the livery. You cannot produce any 
exprefiion in my various addreifes to them, which h^s 
fuch a tendency. As to my age at that time, you 
have given the truth. I wjfli yov^ had in every other 
part of your letters. The city-eleAion was in Manrh 
1 768 J I wz» forty the October preceding. Mr, Home 
has therefore in four long letters advanced one truth, 
that at the city election, fn March 1768, Mr. Johsf 
Wilkes was between y^/jr and fifty. If any man doubts 
the lad, bccaufe Mr. Home has ailerted it, he may 
have full evidence^ altho' it's validity would be con*^ 
troverted by the minifler of New- Brentford, Bihle 
evidence from a large fdtpily book, or the Bible oati 
pf a midwife, a nurfe, ^nd half-A dozeij go^ps. 



€€ 
f( 
U 






C 57 > 

In your /rfl letter you declare, " It is nece(lary t« 
*' give a. ihort hiilory of tke c^ipmefieeminf, pr6gre(s, 
'* and conclufiQii of thje intercoqrie i>et\Yeen us.** In 
*^ your ficondyQ\i (ay, the natarc of oa^ intcrcourfe 
(for it cannot be called a eonneAion) will beft ap- 
pear from the fit^a^im of eack of as at ]t*s r^jKr- 
mncement.-^ Yoi|r fituatm iWl be explained by 
youHelf, from ^$ WQrd^ of ^^ irft letter you ever 
wrote to m^. 
♦' Yoa a^iv eatmng 19(0 » coirpfpotid^nee with a 
farfiuf 9nd J am a little appreiieofive left that title 
ihoold jdifjgu^ you : Bat girc me kave to afiiire 
'* yoQ I am not ordained ^ hypocrite. 

" li 16 true I have fvlj^flid the ipfi^dioot band of 
" a biCbop to be waved pv^r me \ whofe impofit}on» 
^' like the Cbp given to Judac^ ia only a fignal for the 
^< D^vil to enter. It is trae that ofiial]^ at that touch 
'"^fygiuHt pudari vfrumqugf fdefyiu. Jn quorum 
^^ fubiunt Ucum fr0ud9i9 doUqiu^ inJU&ofu^ &r. &r. 
but I h(^ I have Scaped the contagion : And if 
I have liot, if ^ou ihould at any time difcover the 
^* UdC& ^pot under the tongue, a^ me kindly to 
f * com^ner the prejudices of educ^on and profeiiion/V 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILItES. 






. To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 
L p y T 3B R V. 

SIR, 

THOUGH I do not intend that yoa fhall art- 
folly draw me off from my coarfe of a regular expla- 
nation, yet I think it proper totake fome notice of 
the two letten you have given by way of reply. 

' And firft I mttft obfervte what you have net lidne in 
your letters. - ¥ou have not even pretended any rea- 
fon for my di&itikhEtion with your condudt. Yoa 
have not denied that our accqaintance began in the 
manner and at the time I have mentioned.' You ac- 
knowledge that you received my letter from Mont- 
pellier, becaofe you have made an extrad from it f 
a:nd yet you have not denied that you difowned to me 
the receipt of it. You have not denied the fhewine 
about this letter with an intention to intimidate ana 
injure me; bat as Casfar's and De |letz*s examples 
atre to juftify your diOioneft debts, fo Cicero's letters, 
it fecms, are to juftify your treachery. You have 
admitted that I had no communication with you from 
May 1 767 till March 1 768, and that my firft vifit tQ 
you in London was when you had evidently loft your 
city ele6iion J and yet you have offered no reafon 
why our acquaintance (honld be in this manner broken 
off as foon as it was begun, and why, after that in- 
terruption, it (hould be refumed again juft at that 
jcricical time. You have not imputed to me any mg- 
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^es' of a£lion either when I commenced or when I 
quitted my intercottife with you, either when 1 have 
approved or when I have difapproved your condu^. 

Inflead of giving a confident probable account of 
any thing, let us now fee what you ba've done. 

In your firil letter you have dedared me to be 
" The leaft moral and the leaft confcieptious of men ; 
** that my life has paifed in a conftant and dire^ op- 
" portion to the purity and precepts of the Gofpel ; 
*' and that my aeed from the iirft article to the laft 

•* of it, is known to be non credo^ &^c." Such 

charges as thefc from the mouth of Mr. Wilkes f— 
But I (hould be ridiculous if I paid any regard to gene' 
ral abafe : Jt is fufiicient for me to anfwer» that were 
iny charader fo bad as you iay, it mud be very no- 
torious indeed, and you would not be forced to deal 
in generals J and inilead of my adions to accufe the 
fecret thoughts of my heart which no man can fcru- 
tinize ; becaufe iince I was eight years old my whole 
life has pafTed before hundreds of witnefies, and you 
woold eafily be able to colled all the particulars of 
my mi/behaviour from my infancy. Weflminftcr— 
Eton — Cambridge — the Temple— my living at Brent* 
ford, which I have had upwards of ten years — travel- 
ling with the fons of two gentlemen who live wichiii 
a mile of my houfe, who applied to me, and to 
whom I had no recommendation but that notorious 
charader you fpeak of*-all thefe are not fituations 
in which a man's very bad condud is likely to be 
concealed. To general charges fuch general anfwer9 
only can be given. 
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Your fccond letter is more particufar, and fhall hard 
t more particular anfwer. The following is your aq^ 
count of the tranfadlioii with Mr. Wildman. 

** Mr. Wildman formerly kept the BedfordrHead 
in Southamptpn-ftreet, Covent-Gardea ; for feveral 
years I belonged to a dub which met once a week 
*' at the Bedford^Head ; when I was in England I 
** hODQi^D at his houfe in Argyle- Buildings ; he de? 
^* fited to be confidered as my warm parti^san j he 
** defired to be nfeful to me and my friends ; I defired 
** him to buy a horfe, 1 fixed the price znAfMidkim 
** beforehand. This was xYitfingh tranfadlion of my 
** own with Mr« Wtldqaan. I gave him two or threci 
*' trifling commiiTions from Monfieur Sainte Foy. I 
•* believe the articles were fent ; they never faffed 
** through jwjf hands, nor do I inow whether Mr. 
I** Wildman has yet been paid for thefe trifles,'*'* 

You are abfolutely lilent about what piled between 
you and Mr. Wildman »t Paris : You do not Teem to 
know that this ta«verp-man at whofe houfe you l o dg e d^ 
ever called upon you there : la (hort you know and 
care nothing about the matter; you paid for your 
horfe beforehand, and have nothing to do with the 
other trifles whether he was paid or not ; he may go 
again for payment to Nfonf. Sainte Foy ! 

The reader who cannot fee your bafenefs through 
this (hufHing, muft be ilupid indeed. But, Sir, I 
have your letters to Mr. Wildman now before me. 
You left Mr. Wildman's houfe, Nov. 7, 1766 : Th«^ 
next day you ^rote thu§ amongfl other things to thi9 
tavern-man^ 
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<« Dear Wildmah " Ship at Dover, 

-uear Wildmali Saturday Nov* 8. 1766 

'' My heart k too full to fay one word of the 
events of yefterday, except my feelings of gratitode 
to yott and Mrs. Wildman for all the kindnefs you 
(hewed me. Pray dired to me at Paris Rue des Saints 
Peres au coin de la Rue de TUniveriite, and let me 
knoiu every farthing of estpence jom are at for me, my 
Horse, &c. I am. 

Dear Wildman, 

Your afiedionate hurnUe Sl^rvaot, 

John Wilkes.*' 

Again in anothisr letter you fay^ 

'^l)«*WiMmaft "Pari*. Roe d« Saint. 

Peres March 29. 1767 



« 



If yott wi»ald deliver t friend of yours from 
daily* ahnoft hourly pcrfecution, you will contrive- to 
get me the little horfe I aiked of you for a lady. / 
qvrV/ repMy yoa all.thai^ of every kttad. You were 
fo kind CO undertake a few commiflions fbr a friend 
of mine here. Will yon forgive me troubling y(m m 
tti'is manaer ? Your readinefsto fervtme on every, 
ocadion makes me m6re wiUinig^ aik tkefe £ivour4 
of you. I hope your gout hu kept aloof this winter, 
and that Mrs. Wiidman enjoys peried health. I beg 
Y^VL to remt mbtr mc to her vei^' afledionateiy, and 
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t6 afliire her tliat t (hall never forget the obligatiom 
I received under your roof. I am^ 
Dear Wildman, 

Your fincere Friend, 

and moH humble Servant, 

John Wilkes.'* 

Again in aiiptBer letteif ydu fay, 

•* Deai- Sir " Paris, Rue des Saints Peres 

" We have been fellow-fufFerers in a good 
caufe, and we will keep up our fpirits with the hope 
of feeing it at laft triumphant. Da not you come 
this fummer to taAe our Champaign and Burgundy ? 
I (hall be very happy to fee you here. I beg you to re- 
member me to all our good friends, to Mrs. Wildman 
in particular, whofe kindnefs to me I (hall never for- 
get. If the gout (pares your fingers you may employ, 
them ufefully in now and then writing to 

Your aflfedionate humble Servant, ' 

John Wilkes. 

P. S. Since I wrote the above I have the favour 
of yours of the 23d. Ten thou(and thanks for the 
trouble you have had about the horfe. Shall I pay . 
the 7 i. 10 8. to Foley and Panchaud on your account f 
As foon as you fend me Mon(ieur Sainte Foy's bill, 
Iwi/Iiaki care the money (hall be paid in to Foley's 
and Panchaud's, and you may afterwards order them 
to pay it to Monfieur Le Marqub de Phyzieux. Pray 
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whert does be live in Paris, or where in Champagne t 
li I can ferve you or hye yon trouble, let me know, 
if you will fend me your commiffion in Engliih I will 
tranflate it into French, and fend it to him.** 

Tbefe letters pafled before Mr. Wildman went to 
Paris. How he was trifled with and treated there I 
have already mentioned. After he was returned to 
England, you fent him the following artful letter : 

" Paris, Rue des Saints 
« Dear Sir Peres, Oa. ig. 1767 

«* I was forry to mifs the pleafure of feeing yoft 
at the Hotel de York the morning I came to Paris 
on purpofe to fee you. Why did you nOt leave me 
a note about Moniieur St. Foy''s bufmefs, and if it 
was fettled, or not ? You know very well the letter 
you fei^t me to Paris fome months before about it, 
you found undelivered. St. Foy never had received 
but the arrack. Did you enquire about the other 
things when you returned by Calais ? If you will 
fend me the lift of the things and what you have pa'd, 
and the name of the fhip and mafter, with the direc- 
tion of the goods, I will fet all to rights, iand fee you 
paid. I advife you likewife to empower Mr. Fan- 
cbaud to receive the money for you of St. Foy. I 
long ago endofed you a diredion how to draw for it. 
Send me likewife the account of the little horfe, and 
I will pay the remainder to Mr. Panchand. I lament^ 
my dear Sir, that you have had fo much trouble o» 
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this occafion. Be fo good only to take the pains of 
writing to me by the poil| and I will Toon bring thr? 
into order. If I can be of any ferricc to you, 1 need 
not fay that you may always command me, and farely 
there has been no delay on my part. I beg you to 
remember me with much regard to Mrs. Wildmaa 
and to Mr. Horne^ 

I am^ dear Sir« 

Your afiedkionate humble Serrant, 

John Wilkes^ 

*' P. S. OoY is wfth the duke of Choifeul at Fbxi- 
lainbleau." 

The following is a lift of the articles which yoa 
IDommifliQDed Mr. Wildman to buy. 

" 25 Bottles of iht very beft old Jamaica rum. 
2$ Arrack. 

For three gowns^ chintz, one light-blue, one plnk^ 
imd the other fine yellow ground. 

Pamphlets. 
' OroonokOy as it is aAed now. 
Homeo and Juliet. 
Churchiirs Works. 
Forty yards of fine Aannel. 

1 Ttvo profiigaU articles ivhkb Mr. WildtttaH 
3 'would notfurni/h. 

La Pbilofophie de tHiftoin. 
Le Phiiofopbe Ignorant, 
he Demitr Owvrage de Soulangir, 
'Evtty thing new from Voltaire.*' 
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Tho* you pretend not to intnv whether Mr. W8<t 
man has yet been paid for thcfe trifles, you know 
it can be prored that Mr. Wi]dman*s clerk called upon 
you whilft you were in the King*s Bench for the 
money, to which application you anfwered, that you 
had nothing to do with it. And I fuppofe you know 
that Mr. Reynolds not many months ago endeavoured 
at Bath to perfuade Mr. Wildman to fubferibe this 
debt, or, if he would not do that, at lead to accept 
the compofition for it. Mr. Wildman has very c hear- 
fully fubfcribed on your account fince your return t<i 
England more than this fum, but he wouM not fub* 
fcribe this debt, in which he had been So flumefolly 
treated. 

You next deny ^t Mr. WHdnum' afted yon for 
my cloaths ; and you are ferfuaded that what is (kid of 
Monfieur Goy is an abfolute faUhood. Mr. Wild- 
man^s affirmative would be much undervalued if it 
was to be weighed againft you negative. But perhaps 
this matter does not depend done on his verachy. 

You have made an extraft from the l(etter I fent 
you from Montpellier, which wants no excufe, and 
does not relate to any thing in agitation. If it re- 
quired any explanation, I could eaiily give one you 
would not like. I laH night found amongft my par- 
pen a copy of this my letter to you, with which you 
have fo much threatned me : It finifhes with the lat- 
ter of the following extradls. 

*« I have received yet no letters ; I believe 1 have 
Come at the Pofl-houfe at Marfeilles, but I do not ex- 
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|)eA any intelligence in them : I hope for fome from 
you relative to yourfelf that may give me pleafute^ 
tho' I am half afraid your hopes of the prefent mini* 
ikty have mifcarried : For Lord St. John of BleUo, 
not long fince Slewed me a letter from the Duke of 
Grafton^ excuiing himfelf for not appointing his Lord« 
ihip to the embaify of Confiantinople, and mention- 
ing the appointment of Mr. Murray; at. the fame 
time hU Lordfliip told me that he too had long been 
ibiidting that employment: I wiih there had been 
no greater obftade in your way than his Lordihip^s 
intereft and merit. 

*' I this moment receive a letter from England that 
tells me Fitzerbert has fent you power to draw on 
him to the amount of looo 1. a-year : ■■ 

EiUrapelttSf enicunque nocere *voiebat 
Vefiiminta dabat fretiofa ;-— 

J am afraid this is Mutrapelian generofity ; and that by 
fumilhingyou with the means of pleafure, they intend 
to confign you over to diffipation, and the grand 
points of national liberty and your glory to oblivion. 
I am fure they will be miflaken ; nothing little or 
common is for the future to be pardoned you. The 
public have done you the juftice to form extravagant 
notions of you ; and tho* they would be very forry 
to fee you ncglcdl any opportunity of ferving your 
private intereft, yet they hope never to have caufe to 
reproach you as Brutus did Cicero— That it was not 
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to mitcli a mafier that lie feared as Anthonx for Att 
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This language was pretty plain. Sir, from Co neW 
an acquaintance to yoa as I then was, and I think 
my. fentinients expreffisd in the latter extrad cannot 
esuQly be mifunderftood. From this latter extrad of 
my letter you evidently borrowed the thought and 
the quotation from Horace . which you have ufed in 
your letter of laft Monday ; but unfortunately you do 
not underftand the paflage, an accident that happens 
very frequently to plagiaries : You fay, " This is all 
" I know of the Vefiimenta frettofa of Eutrafelus. 
** I hope. Sir, the putting them on will not have 
** the fame cffc£l on you as formerly on him."— If 
they have no more tSt€L on me^ than Horace fup- 
pofes them to have had formerly on Euirafelus, they 
will not do me much mifchief. 

Eutrapelus, euicimque nocere 'OQletat 
Veftitnenta dk'Bkt pretiofa. 

The fafl is. Sir, (as any fchool-boy can tell yon) that 
Eutrapelus did not wear the dothes himfelf, as yoa 
fnppofe, but left them with a profligate at Paris, and 
the bad efFeds enumerated by Horace in the follow* 
ing lines relate to the fellow who pawned them, and 
not to Eutrapehis who gave him the opportunity. 

You have made another extras from a Utter you 
call it ^ which I fent to you at Fulham. I defire you 
would give the nvhole of that letter, and the extras 
will then, I believe, have a veiy difttent appearance. 

Fa 
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It is true that note to yoa at Fulham had efcaped XKf 
memory, but I now well recoiled the occafion of k. 
Mr. B— — *, of Fulham, who had been exceedingly 
deful in your eledion, came to folicit me laft May 
that I would write to you in behalf of fome tradef- 
men there, who had voted for you or otherwife iierved 
you in your elediion. It was much againft my will 
, to tell him my thoughts of his requeft ; and yet I 
could not be fo unjuft as to conceal my opinion and 
do them an injury under the qipearance of a ^vour. 
I aiked him fndling (for you know I cannot laugh) if 
he really thought fuch a recommendation of them 
would be doing them a favour ? He replied, they 
would think it fo. J told him, I would not pretend 
to anfwer for their being paid ; and that I (hould be 
forry to make them fuch a return for their good pub- 
lic fpirit as to recommend them to a baud private 
debt. He faid, they would ufe their prudence; 
which I begged he would caution them to do, that 
I might not hereafter be reproached. On this oc- 
cafion I recolledl I did write you a fhort note, of 
which X have likewife a copy fomewhere ; and I re- 
member too the fubilance of it— -I exprelTed to you 
my furprise that your credit was fo good, and that 
there were dill to be found any perfons willing to 
truft you : The line of my note, which you have 
extrafted, was inferted by me to let you underfland 
that you were not conferring an obligation on me, 
but chat it was an a& of friendlhip in me towards you 
to let you know your friends. 
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Sir, my furprize to find any tradeTmen willing to 
truft you was the greater, becaufe 1 knew fevenil of 
the fraudalent pretences yoa had u(ed fince your en- 
largemeni from the King*s Bench, to obtain goods 
from tradednen. 

What you &y concerning Mr. Onflow^s letters it 
^ot true ; but it needs no refutation, being nothing 
to the prefent purpofe, and bearing evident marks of 
falfhood on the face of it \ for who can be fo grofs as 
to believe that — ** It was printed without your con- 
fent from a copy you fufiered me (o take," and this 
too after acknowledging that you printed the firft let- 
ter yoorfelf ! 

JOHN HORNE. 

To Mr. COTE S. 

SIR, 

I WAS exceedingly forry and much furprifed to 
fee your name iigned to fuch a heap of nonfenfe and 
falihood as is contained in your letter. I have never 
given you the leaft provocation. There was nothing 
in either of my letters that could offend you. 

I only faid I was an entire ilranger to you when I 
applied to you f6r a publiiher — that you found one 
for me ; — ^that I made no other ftipulation with him» 
than to conceal my name unlefs it was neceilary for 
his fafety to difciofe it, and that by your means I iix^ 
became acquainted with Mr. Wilkes. The truth 
of all this you acknowledge. You then call fome 
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reflections on me^ I fuppoie at the.infiigation of Mr. 
Wilkes, who never yet hefitated about facrificing his 
friends for the moft trifling momentary advantage to 
himfelf. Now, Sir, you will fee in a few moments to 
what he has expofed you. You (ay, that ^* foon afttr 
you had engaged a printer, I left England." The 
pamphlet was printed in June, 1767. I did not 
leave England till three months after, in September^ 

You fay — that ^' after my departure you thought 
*' the honeft man would run too great a rifk by 
f * publifliing in my abfence ; that you therefore took 
** the whole imprefllon from him.** The fad is, 
that as foon as it was printed, you feveral times ordered 
it for publication, and as often Hopped it You muft 
remember the reafons you gave me for fo doing : If 
you infill on my telling them, I fhall coqiply : I am 
only filent on that fubjedt from reJpeB^ you ought to 
be fo from firong tics of bmour. You fay — ^* You 
** paid for printing the pamphlet, bu( you do not re- 
<* collet^ whether I have repaid ygu, nor do yotidefire 
*• it.'* Now, Sir, obferye the dilemina into which 
you have brought yourfelf. Whilft I was abroad yo^ 
became a bankrupt. (I do not mention it but from 
the neceifity you put ine under ; no man felt and 
floes dill feel n^ore concern for you wt that account than 
myfclf). Either I did repay you, or I did not. Is this 
debt to be found in your accounts which you have de- 
livered to your creditors on <|ath ? I will venture to iay 
it is not. If Idid repay yon, why do you endeavour to 
to call the refleflion on me of being m your debt ? If 
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I Si not repay you, how will you (cTcape from tbe- 
oath of your bankruptcy ? But you have made this 
matter appear more ferious than it is. Humphry^, 
J do not want to load you unjuflly ; all my firiends and 
acquaintance know that on account of your mtsfor-' 
tunes and your good-nature I have ever been your 
Stt!vocatc. This expence of the frinting was a mere 
trifle^ which you have mentioned uncertainly in your 
letter for the fake of refleding upon me, that I might 
be fuppofed to be fomething conpderable in your debt* 
I did repay you after your bankrupt ey^ after my re- 
turn in 1 767 ; you told me what I fiiould give you, 
and I paid you one day as we were walking in the 
ilreet : for you faid it was a trifle of fuch a nature as 
you never entered in your books. I will pay you 
again, if you pleafe : though had I not paid you, it 
would have been with a very ill grace that you cot^ld 
reproach me for it ; becaufe when you became a bank- 
rupt you owed my brother-in-law, Mr. Wildman, 
22I. which he would not daim. He faid, honefi 
Bmpbry was heartily welcome to it. 

So much for the fbolifh pamphlet. 

The only thing beiides which I have faid concern- 
ing you in my letter is, that ** / reconciled you nuiih 
Mr. Wilkes^ and that I thought he treated you in 
your misfortunes with a barbarous ingratitude.'^ How 
could this offend you ? You anfwer — ** That you ne- 
ver had a quarrel with Mr. Wilkes ; and that you 
never accufed him of ingratitude,^"^ Mr. Wilkes has 
taken care not to fay (b much. I certainly did re 
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concile you ; Mr. Wilkes in the year 1767, and ever ^ 
fmce that time down to the prefent moment, has con- 
ikntiy accufed yoa of applying to your own purpofes 
above a tboufaud pounds which he fays he trufied with 
yoa to pay the debt due from him to the Foundling 
Hofiltal ; In Mr. Wilkes*s own account of the mat- 
ter I faw he did not tell truth ; and when I talked to 
you afterwards on the fubjed, I thought you j unified 
yourfelf from the charge, and proved to me that Mr. 
Wilkes was in your debt. If Mr. Wilkes will deny 
this, I engage to bring as many credible witncfTes as 
he pleafes to prove it : for it has been his conlUnt de- 
fence to all his friends, when he has been charged with 
tii^t/raudon the Foundling Hofpital. 

The bulk of your letter, Mr. Cotes, is upon mat- 
ters very foreign to any thing I had faid concerningyoa 
or Mr. Wilkes. You give us an encomium on trtttht 
and fome common rant about liberty ; to which 
you add your opinion on political mtafures ; and your 
taftt of literary compofition. You make fome re- 
marks and give 2ifalfe account concerning the Mid- 
dlefex and Surrey petitions ; but I will not now be 
drawn off to anfwer them. Nor (hall I trouble my' 
felf at prefent with what concerns you more nearly ; I 
mean the Policies about D* Eon. I have known 
the circumftances of that fraudulent bufmefs fome 
time ; but I fuppofe it will not be neceilaiy for me 
to difclofe them ; they will be brought to light 
without my affiftance. 

JOHN HORNE. 
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To the Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, PrinccVCourt, Friday, Maj%^ 

IN the accuracy of qaotation yoa have a fbrmi* 
^able rival in Mr, Lauchlin Mad^ane. Yoa do not 
even publKh your own letters correctly. I ought 
not then to be fo unreafonable as to expert 'yoa 
^ottld print mine more faithfully. The third let* 
ter you have quoted of mine to Mr. Wildman ha) 
ho date. Is there none in the original ? I exped 
you to leave at Mr. Woodfidl's every letter of mine, 
which you have quoted, and all thofe you print in 
future. Your letters to me (hall accompany this, 
and be left for your peruial at the printer^s. The 
palm of exa^nefs and fidelity yoa (hall yield to the 
Alderman of Farringdon Without. 
You quote me as faying, *' When I was in England 
I LODGED at Mr. Wildman^s houfe in Argyle- 
Buildings," but you chufe to omit the words im- 
mediately following, becaufe they cleared me from 
one of your charges, on his o*wn moft prejfing ifpvita- 
iion. In your letter to me from Montpellier yoa 
only quote, *< I have received yet no letters,** the 
original added, ** from England.** In a former let- 
ter I faid, « I fixed the price •' of the horfe,'* " and 
** infixed on paying him (Mr. Wildman) at that very 
"time, which I did." Will your brother-in-law 
deny this ? I thought fivt guineas the common value 
of a Welch poney. I had formerly purchafed more 
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than on^ at that price. He told me I mult give 
feven : I therefore paid him down that Turn. The 
expences of the horfe, &c. tra'velltng to Calais could 
not then be ascertained. My letters confirm this ac- 
count. You quote irom that of 0£l. 19, 1767, 
** Send me likewife the account of the little horfe, 
*' and I will pay the remainder to Mr. Panchaud." 
Pray» Sir, what is the meaning of the word remflh* 
der in that fentence? Why did you not print that 
word in italics ! The letter of March 29, 1 766, fays, 
•* I will repay you all charges of emery kind.*'* Does 
this imply the horie itfelf was not paid for before ? 
In the fame manner the firft letter, ** Let me know 
•' every farthing of exfence you are at for me, my 
borfet &c. 

As to your old clothes^ I have already faid that 
they continued in my hoafe, the Rue des Saints Peres, 
from May 25 till Nov. 1767, and were then fent to 
the great Englifh banker's, Mr. Panchaud's. Your 
aflertion of the fawning them is an impudent falfhood, 
and a rafcally return for the care I took of fuch 
trifles at your deiire during the time I fiaid at Paris, 
and even on my leaving France. As to the 'vefii* 
fnenta fretiofa of Eutrafelusy it ought undoubtedly to 
be •* hb acquaiaiance," not " him." Whether the 
printer, or I, made the trifling miflake, I do not re- 
collcdt. The firft idea was your's. I turned your 
own cannon againfl you. Your proof of my plagia- 
rifm of the Latin words is pleafanc. You pretend I 
(ake from ym two lines and a haif> not a word of 
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ivjiich you cited! I will only add about the •// 
cloths^ that when you next wear red, I hope it will 
he I Suit of ScAKLET and gold — elotb^ not ol hiaek 
£edred wth the ^/W— of your countrymen. 

The commiffions of Monfieur Sainte Foy refpef^ 
that gentleman, not roe. Mr. Wildman never made 
the claim of fuch a debt at the Bill of Rights. It is 
not to be found in the lift, nor was any application 
^}ade on that fubjedt by Mr. Reynolds either at Bath 
or in London, 
You declare, '^ I knew feveral of the fraudulent 
pretences you had \£tA fince your enlargement from- 
the King's Bench to obtain goods from tradef- 
men." I know Mr. Home to be the father of 
faljhoods, I call upon him to produce one fingle in* 
fiance^ and I dare him to publiih tstty thing he 
knows of me of every kind. 

The reafon, Sir, why I did not give the nvhole of 
the two letters I have quoted, was the (hameful pri- 
vate fcandal in the one, and the dullnefs in the other., 
Thepradice'of unnecefTarily printing the names of 
private perfons, as in the late inHance of the members 
of the BillofRights^ where it was a real injury to the 
parties, is highly to be cenfured. You may publiih 
the entire letters if you pleafe. Why did you not 
quote the following paffage of the letter dated Jan. 3, 
1 766 ? ** I am quite at a lofs about yourfelf, and very 
•' anxious to know what is determined relative to 
you and tbofe grand points fviith nnhich your caufe 
\ is infefarahly united. Can'it be that the prcfcnt 
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^ men In power fiionld fo far forget themfelves as to 
forget youl ** Sure no body but my father would 
ever keep fach a bird in a cage," faid prince 
** Henry of Sir Walter Raleigh. And furely lione 
*' but the prefent mm&ry would leave fuch a bird as 
" Mr. Wilkes loofe. 

As you mention the promife you had obtained of 
beii?g one of the chaplains to his majefiy^ I (hall con- 
clude my prefent extrads wi^h the following pai!age, 
which will fhew how peculiarly fitted you are to be a 
domejiic chaflain to our prefent Jovinign, 

*' Sheridan is at Blois, iy »rder of his majtfyt and 
*' with a peniion; inventing a method to give the 
proper pronunciation of the £nglifh language to 
flrangerf, by means of (bunds borrowed from their 
*' own. And he begins with the French. 

*' I remember a few year^ ago when an attempt 
*' was made to prove Lord Harborough an iileotf 
*< the counfel on both fides produced the fame in* 
'** dance ; one of his wit, the other of his folly. His 
^'-fervants were puzzled once to unpack a large box, 
** and his lordihip advifed them to do with it as 
^* they did with oyilers — put it in the fire, and it 
*« would gape. 

*^ This conuniffion of Sheridan appears to me 
^' equally equivocal. And ihould a Jtmiltur fiatute 
** hent anytime atteirftedagainfi his f^ajefiyy they 
^' who do not know him may be apt to fufped that 
M he employed Sheridan in this manner, not fo much 
** for the iake of foreigners as of bis own fubjedls » 
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** and had permitted him to amale himfelf abr^ J^ 
" to prevent his fpoiling our pronunciation at home.*' 

As to the letter from Montpellier you fay, '* Yoa 
** have not denied that you difowned to me the 
"receipt of it." I ailert. Sir, that I told you I 
received that letter, but had not time to anfwer it, 
while you flaid at Montpellier. I referved this for 
the general catalogue of your injigniji ant liei^ which 
I mean to give in my lafl letter. You add, '' And 
*' you havtf not denied the fhewing about this let- 
** ter with an intention to intimidate and injure me.*^ 
The letter was never (hewn till after Mr. Morris de- 
clared publicly, *' Mr. Home told me he had ^Z- 
•* lAjays the fame opinion of Mr. Wilkes." I re- 
plied, " not al'wajs the fame. When I fee you next, 
** I will convince you of it." I am not to anfwer 
for the injury a gentleman in holy orders may re* 
ceive from fuch a letter, not wrote in a hurry, but of 
which he appears to haive kept a copy^ now called 
forth to light by his own treacherous condud. 

I fhall now. Sir, in anfwer to what you mention 
in the letter of Jan. 3, 1766, " I this moment re- 
** ceive a letter from England that tells me FttxJjer' 
** hert has fent yoa power to draw on him to the 
amoimt of loool. a-year," give you a letter of the 
preceding month on this fubjefl to Mr. George On- 
Jlonf)^ member for Surry, then one of the lords of 
the Treafury, a copy of which was taken by a friend 
at Paris, before it was put into the poft. Mr. On- 
flow has (hewn it to feveral perfons in England. 
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(COPY) <, Rug j„ Sairits Petttg 

" My Dear Sir, Dec. it, 1765. 

**IREGRET that I am obliged to fend this by 
the pod, but I do not hear of any friend's going foon 
to England, and I think that it becomes the fairnefs of 
all my proceedings with refpedl to the gentlemen, 
with whom I have been concerned, to ftate two or 
three fa£b to you, and immediately after I had taken 
my refolution. Mr. FitKherbert has o$ered me, in 
the name of fome of the roiniilry, the annual fum of 
icool. to be paid out of the income of their refpec- 
five places. I have rejected this propofal as dan* 
delline, eleemofynary, and precarious. 1 demand 
from the juftice of my friends a full pardon under the 
great-feal— for having fuccefsfuUy ferved my country. 
1 will wait here till thefirft day of the new year. If 
I fhould not then have received it, I (hall have the 
flrongeil proof that the prefent miniftry are neither the 
friends of Mr. Wilkes, nor of juftice, becaufe the let- 
ter of Mr. Fitzherbert tells me, " that .there is pcf- 
fed harmony among them, add the perfe£i confidence 
andfupfort 0/ their mafier.'*'* 

" The frankncfs of my nature, and the opennefs of 
my conduA, oblige me to give you this notice. I 
aik not the grace of a peniion, or of an employment. 
I aik juflice, and from gentlemen who declare that 
J have been ** extremely ufeful, and ill ufed,*' and 
that ** they are my friends/' 
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** I beg the fincereft compliments of rcfpeft ta th^ 
good old fpeakcr, and to Mrs. Onflow, 

" I am ever. Dear Sir, 

Your mod affedionate, and 

obedient, hamble Servant^ ' 

•' George Onflow. Efq. John Wilkes.**. 

I fliafl conclude with obfervitig, that the above let- 
ter was written in confequence of Mr. Fitzherbcrt's 
miftaken information to me» at a time fwhen the men 
you mojt hate iveri in ponver^ during X^tjkortefi^ be- 
caufe the mofl 'virtuous of all the late adminiltration^, 
to whom lye owe the parliamentary refolutions againfl 
general ^warrants and thtfeixure of paper Sy the repeal 
of the late excife on cyder and perry ^ and of the jime- 
merican ft amp-tax ; by which four glorious ads the 
fubjedts both at home and in the colonies have been 
reftored to their perfonal liberty as well as their in- 
valuable and unalienable rights and privileges. Such 
a condud fecured to them the confidence of the 
people, and of courfe the hatred of our fovereign-, 
with their own fpeedy diflblution. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES, 
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To Mr. JOHN W I L ]K E S, 

LETTER VI. 

SIR, 

I HAVE been a(kcd by fome very well-meamng 
knen, 

1. Wbether I did not in my firft letter fay» that I 
would open no account with you on the fcore of pri- 
vate charadler ? 

2. And yet whether I have hitherto charged yoa 
with any thing but bad actions of a private nature? 

3. Whether your private character is worfe now 
tbui it was when 1 went fuch lengths in your fup- 
port? 

4. Whether I did not at that time know your pri- 
vate charadler ? 

5. How then could I be a friend to fuch a man ? 

6. If I was your friend only for the fake of the 
public caufe^ whether the iame reafon does not re- 
main ? 

y. Whether your caufe is not dill the fame ? And 

8. Why I will fuffer any private pique or quarrel 
between us to come before the public and injure that 
caufe? 

To which I anfwer, 

1. 2. I have hitherto confined myfelf, according 
to the plan laid down in my firft letter, to (hew from 
h^ what mufl have been the motives of my conduct 
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and the nature of the intercourfs between us. For , 
diat purpofe it was necefTary for ir.e to mention fuch ; 
parts of your ill behaviour as fell within my oivn ■■ 
kn^^leige and related to ntyftlf at the time of it^s 
commencement*^ that it might from thence plainly ap«, 
pear to every one that I could have no fri'vate 
attachment to Mr; Wilkes, tliough I was determined 
to the utmoil of my poor abilities to aflifl him and his 
caufe as far as it nxas a public caufe'^y and might 
tend to public benefit. Had it been my intention to 
attack your private character (which 1 underlland to 
be on all fides given up) I fhould have purfued a very 
different method : the tranfaflidns I have mentioned 
are mere peccadillos compared to the black catalogue 
which would then have appeared, 

3. Your private charadler is not worfe now than it 
was when 1 went fuch lengths in your fupport ; except 
that by continuing your former bad practices in every 
rtfpe£t^ notwithllanding every reafon public and pri- 
vate to rellrain you, all hopes of your amendment are . 
vanifhed \ for the ingenuity of man cannot find out 
an additional motive of reHraint. 

4. 5. I knew enough of your private chara^er at the 
time of the Middlefex eledion not to enter into any 
private connexion with you ; and to have no motives 
but what were public for the faaifices 1 made and the 

* The declaration of the fociety of Supporters of the Bill 
•f Rights^ when it was firft formed^ 

G 
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. hazards I ran . But I did not know your private charaC'r 
ter as I have known it fince. When-I £rft went abroad^ 
early in the year 1763, 1 knew no more of you than 
what the papers told me, that you in conjundion 
with Churchill and Lloyd were one of the authors of 
the North Briton. What I afterwards heard againft 
you on my return in 1764, 1 imputed for the greater 
part to the rage of party and the malice of your ene- 
mies : I fuppofed you liberal in fpeculation, and not a 
very rigid moralifl in aQjon : I have not to this mo- 
ment read the Eflay on Woman ; and whatever it 
may contain, I (hould have felt more indignation 

. againft thofe who bribed the printer to betray you,* 
than againft you who were betrayed ; becaufe it was 
a mean villainy, almoft equal to the treacherous publi« 
cation of 2l private, /rienJIj, confidential Ittt&c ; but a 
villainy of which you can now complain no more. 

^/Virj with the education of a gentleman has ex- 
ceeded in meannefs and want of fentiment his fer- 
vant Curif. In the year 1767 I firft knenu fome part 
of your private charader, and no fooner knew than 
avoided you. Since that time, in the progrefs of my 
cxceflive induftry to extricate you from your difficul- 
ties, I have to niy aftonifhment found to be true not 
only all that has been alleged againft you, but much 
more. However, were it poffible to add to the mea« 
fure of your private turpitude, it would not prevent 
me from ading over again in the fame manner I have 
done; and was there an eledion for Middlefex ^to- 
morrow, {the right of the eleflors being left unvindi- 
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cated] or any other point of puUic concern^ the be- 
nefit which jw might receive from my labour or my 
fufferings fhould not make me in the leail relax the 
one or decline the other. 

6. 7. I was your friend only for the fake of the 
public caufe : That reafon does in certain matters re- 
main ; as far as it remains, fo far I am ilill your friend ; 
and therefore I faid in my firft letter, " The public 
ihould know how far they ought, and how far they 
aug&t nfit to fupport you.^* To bring to puniihmenC 
the great delinquents who have corrupted the parlia^ 
ment and the (eats of juftice 1 who have encouraged, 
pardoned, and rewarded murder : to heal the breaches 
made in the conHitution, and by (alutary proviiions to 
prevent them for the future : to replace once more, 
not the adminijiration and execution, for which they 
are very unfit, but the cheeks of government really in 
the hands of the governed ; 

For thefe purpofes, if it were poffible to fuppofe 
that the great enemy of mankind could be rendered in- 
ilrumental to their happincfs* fo far the Devil himfelf 
ihould be fupported by the people. For a human in- 
firument they (hould go farther ; he (hould not only 
be fupported, but thanked and rewarded for the good 
which perhaps he did not intend, as an encouragement 
to others to follow his example, fiut if the* foul 
fiend, having gained their fupport, (hould endeavour 
to delude the weaker part, and intice them to an ido« 
latrous worfhip of himfelf, by perfuading them that what 
he fuggefted was their voice, and their voice the voic^ 
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of God: If he (hould attempt to oMruft every thing, 
that leads to their fecurity and happinef?, and to pro- 
TTiOte every wickednefs that tends only to his own 
emolument : If when — the caufe — the cru/e — rever- 
berates on their ears, he (hould divert them from the 
original found and direfl them towards the oppofite 
unfaithful echo: If confuflon fhould be all his aim» 
and mifchief his fole enjoyment, would not he aft the 
part of a faithful monitor to the people, who (hould 
i^ive them from their fnares, by reminding them of the 
t» ue objeft of their cofiftltutional worih'p, cxpreffed in 
thofe words of holy writ (for to me it is fo) Rexy lex 
loqttensi iex, rex mutus. This is — the caufe — the 
caufe — To make this union indiffolublc is the only 
caufe I acknowledge. As far as the fupport of Mr. 
Wilkes tends to this point I am as warm as the 
warmeft : but all the lines of your projedls are drawn 
towards a different center — ^yourfelf; and if with a 
good intention I have been diligent to gain you 
powers which may be perverted to xnifchtef, I am 
bound to be doubly diligent to prevent their being 
fo employed. 

8. The diligence I have ufed for two years pad, 
and the fuccefs I have had in defeating all your fhame^ 
ful fchemes, is the true caufe of the difTcntion between 
U5. I have never had any private pique or quarrel 
with you. It was your policy in paragraphs and ano- 
nymoxis letters to pre^nd it ; but you cannot mention 
any*privatc caufe of pique or quarrel. 

To prevent the mifchief of divifion to a popular op- 



( 8s ) 
pofitian, thofe who faw both your bad intentions and- 
your anions were filent ; and whilft they defeated all 
your proje6ls, they were cautious to conceal your de- 
feats. They ftudied fo much the more to fatisfy your 
voracious prodigality, and thought, as I Ihould have 
done if a miniller, that if feeding it would keep you 
from mifchief, a few thoufands would be well em- 
ployed by the public for that purpofe. But 1 can 
never, merely for the fake oi Jirengthening oppofition, 
join in thofe afUons which would prevent all the 
good effeds to be hoped for from oppofition, and for 
the fake of which alone any oppofition to govern- 
ment can be juftiJiable. Such a practice would \itry 
well fuit thofe who wi(h a change of minilters. For 
my part I wifh no fuch thing ; bad as the prefent are 
I am afraid the next will not be better, though I ani 
fure they cannot be worfe. I care not under whofe 
adminiAration good comes. But the people mufl owe 
it to themfelvcs, nor ought they to receive the reilo- 
ration of their rights as a favour from any fet of men,, 
miniller, or king. The moment they accept it as a 
grant, ?ifu'vour, an a^ of grace, thp people have not 
the profpedl of a right left. They will fi om that 
time become like the mere poiTciTjrs of an eftate with- 
out a title, and of which (bey may be difpcffcircd 
at plcrtfure. If the pepple are not powerful enough 
to make a bad adminillration or a bad king do them 
juftice, they will not often have a^ood one. Would 
to God, the time were come, which I am afraid is 
very diihat beyond the period of n^y life, when an 
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honeft man could not be in oppofition ; I dedare t 
ihould rejoice to find the patronage of a minifler in 
the fmalleft degree my honour and interefl. 1 never 
have pretended to any more than to prefer the former 
to the latter. But it is not upon me alone that yoa 
have poured forth your abufe, but upon every man of 
Jionour who has deferved well of the public ; and if 
you were permitted to proceed without interruption, 
the re would ihorily not be found one honeft man who 
would not (hudder to deferve well of the people. 

The true reafon of our difiention being made pub-' 
lie, is, that you could not get on a ftep without it ; 
jind you trull that the popularity ofyourname, and 
your diligence in paragraphing the papers, will out- 
weigh with the people the mod eifential fervices of 
others ; and that you fhall get rid of all control by 
taking away from thofe who mean well the confix 
dence of the people. If you can once get them af- 
fronted by the public, whom they have faithfully 
ferved, you flatter yourfelf that difgufl will make them 
retire from a fcene where fuch a man as you are, co- 
vered with infamy like your's, has the difpofal of ho- 
nour and difgrace, and (he characters of honefl men 
at his mercy. 

I mean to prove what 1 have faid by fadls, and 
though it does not come in the regular order of time 
which I meant to obferve, nor with that ftrength 
with which a number of preceding tranfadions made 
, it afFedl my mind, I will now mention one, which, 
)vith two or three others, made you defpair of 



{ «7 ) 

ufing me in your plans, and made you haHen the 

rupture. 

Some time in laft July, when I was upon a vifit to 
Mr. Alderman Oliver at Putney, you came there, and 
perfuaded me to go with you to your houfe at Ful- 
ham, where I had never before been, that we might 
the next morning go together by water to London. 
In the boat you began with me a converfation about 
the city, as exactly as I can recollefl to the following 
effed: 

JF, ** I think I ought to confider fomething about 
providing for my friends, and being prepared with 
candidates for the cicy-ofHces. Give me your opinion : 
Who do you think fliould be town-clerk ? 

H. *' Why, is Sir James Hodges dead ? 

W. '* No ; but he is not very young, nor in very 
good health ; and one ought to be prepared againll 
accidents. There fhould always be a candidate fixed 
upon ready. 

H, " Since you have sfked my opinion about ir, 
I will give it you very freely : I think diredlly the 
contrary. Confider your fituation ; your influence is 
not perfonal, but depends entirely upon the propriety 
of your meafures. Though you may confider of the 
thing in your mind, you fhould never fix upon a can- 
didate till the very timeof eledion, nor talk about it 
to any one. The man that might be moll proper 
this year may be very improper the next. It is your 
bufinefs when the time comes to confider who is the moil 
fit for the cfHce, and has the beft claim to the favour of 
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the citfecns J and . if thofe circumftances are nearly 
equal in different candidates, then to adopt him who is 
moll ]i!;ely to fucceed : by which means the party you 
pfpoufc will generally be vidorious j and you will have 
the credit of having caniedmany a candidate by your 
inteiell, when indeed he will be carried by the merits 
of his o\vn pretenfiQns : and (hpqld you at any time 
niifcarry, your defeat will do you no harm ; for every 
one will acknowledge that your man ought to have 
fiicceeded ; and by feeing you always efpoufe the moft 
worthy, the public will in time have a ftrong induce- 
ment to fupport your candidates, and will reafonably 
conclude that he is probably the moil worthy whom 
you efpoufe : whereas, by following a different courfe, 
tho' you may fucceed once or twice, your very fuc- 
celTes will difgrace you, and cnfure a future defeat. 

W^ * * All this m?.y do very well in theory ; but 
Reynolds has done fo much and is every day doing 
fo much for me, that I think he ought to be fixed 
upon as town -clerk. 

' //. •* In my opinion you have fixed upon the laft 
inan in the city tjiat ihould be thought of for that of- 
fice ; and I i?iay fpcak it the more freely, becaufe 
Reynolds has experienced that I do not want an incli- 
nation to ferve him. When he fent Mr. Tr— n to dcr 
fire me to alk Mr. Sawbridge to appoint him his under- 
IheriiF, he knows that there >yas not a minute between 
Tr— ^ — n's application to me and Mr. Sawbridge's 
granting my requeft : he knows too the (leps. I have 
fmce taken to ferve him in that line. There is ng- 
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(hing improper in his being imder-(heriff» becaafe that 
13 9ifri<uat0 favour granted by xhcjheriff^ who ferves 
the oHice at a very great expence. But the lacrative 
city-offices are very different things: they oaght al- 
ways to he difpofed of tp the old citijcens of long 
ftanding, not to thpfe who make themfelves fttt for 
the purpofe ; to men of refpe£lable charaflers, wbp 
can plead fervices to the city ; or at leaft to thofe 
who with equal merit have not perhaps been fo fuc- 
<:e&ful as their neighbours, and are not fo eafy in theiir 
fortunes as their fellow-citizens think they deferve. 
Reynolds has not the leaH daim : he is a freeman 
only of yeflerday ; and you will certainly forfeit 
the efleem and fupport of the citis^ns, and narrow 
yourfelf to a very fmall circle indeed, if they kc you 
endeavouring to confine all the emoluments of the 
city to your attomies, agents and particular adherents, 
jto the exdufion of thofe who have long borne the 
burden of the city, and whofe right thofe offices are. 
You ought on the contrary on thefe Qccafions to af- 
fift worth and merit wherever you find it, whether 
a^nongil your own party or out of it, or even amongfl 
your adverfaries ; and by fo doing your enemies will 
jbe lefs jealous of your power and lefs bitter, and the 
ppmber of your friends will encreafe as the approba- 
tion of yourconduA encreafes." 

Mr. Wilkes feemed much chagrined, and did not at 
all relifli my arguments, but turned the converfation 
to other fubjefts. About ten days afterwards Mf. 
J^eynolds came to me, and told me he dcfifed my ad-» 
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urice and affiHance ; that Mr. Wilkes had been talk- 
ing to him about being town-clerk. I repeated to 
Mr. Reynolds the arguments I had ufed to Mr. 
Wilkc5, with many others particularly affedlrng Mr. 
Reynolds ; and Mr. Reynolds told me he was con- 
vinced by what I had faid, and fhould think no more 
of it. 

On thcfrft of jfugitfi I went to Guildford, on ac- 
count of the trial on my caufe with Mr. Onflow. Af- 
ter the trial, about twenty of us dined together ; and 
after dinner Mr. Heaton Wilkes took me out into 
another room, and faid to me, 

H, Wilkes. ** Sir, I have a very particular favour 
to aik you. It is in your power to do roe a very 
fjgnal fervice, and you will oblige my brother at the 
fame time : he has propofed to me to think about the 
chambcrlainfliip : Sir Theodore JanfTen has lately 
been very ill, and they do not • expe«St him to live 
long. 

H " But I believe you are not a Freeman of Lon- 
don, Mr. Wilkes, are you ? 

Heaton IV, " No ; but I intend to take up 
my ixttA^xsi. 

H. ** Sir, I (hould be very glad to do you any 
proper fervice in my power, but you know I am not 
a liveryman. 

Heaton IV. ** I knov/ that very well ; but you 
are conncdled in the city. 

. //. •* No, I liave not the leaft connexion with 
the ciu'. 
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Heaton W. ** You have friends in the city : Will 
you -fpeak for me to Mr. Sawbridge, and to Mr, 
Townfend, who is here ? &c. 

H. ** Have you fpoken to Mr. Bellas ? 

Hiaton W. ** Not yet, but I intend to apply to 

him. 

H, ** You had better apply to him before you 
take any farther fteps : there is nobody in the world 
fo capable of advifmg you in this matter. He will 
tell you firft whether the thing itfelf is proper, and 
whether it is fit for you to attempt it ; and if it is a 
proper meafure, he is moft able ho inform you of 
the beft fteps to be taken for your fuccefs : Before you 
think any more of it, I advife you to confulc him." 

About ten minutes or a quanerof an hour after this 
converfation, I went in company with Mr. Alderman 
Oliver and Mr. Skey in a coach for London. I was 
fcarcely in the coach before I told Mr. Oliver of the 
ftrange application which Mr. Heaton Wilkes had 
juft made to me. Mr. Oliver feemcd furprifed that I 
had not heard of it before, and faid Mr. Heaton 
Wilkes had already can vaffed feveral people; that he 
had applied lately to Mr. Oliver, who had anfwered, 

«« If your brother is a candidate, I will gve him 

my vote ;" to which Mr. Heaton Wilkes replied, 
that his brother would accept of no city-office, but 
was to have a fhare of the chamberlainfhip with 
him. Mr. Oliver anfwered, that if his biother was not 
a candidate, he fhould give his vote to the perfon that 
ihould appear to be the moft proper. I then told Mr. 
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Oliver what had pafTed between Mr. Wilkes and me 
and Mr. Reynolds and me concerning the town -clerk-, 
fhip, &c. and exprefied my appreheniions that if we did 
not continue to be very circomfpedt, Mr. John Wilkes 
would not only bring us all into difgrace, but make 
the very pretenfions to honefty and public fpirit for 
the future ridiculous in this country ; that it feemed 
to me that thofe miniflerial penfions, emoluments, &c, 
which Mr. Wilkes had abjured, were honourable 
compared to this method of riding the cicy-ofHces, and 
thus making patriotifm a ilalking-horfe to private ad- 
vantage. Mr. Oliver, who was no flranger to all his 
other tranfadions, faw this in the fame light that I 
did. He faw too that it would be in vain for us to 
deny aftervoards that we had any (hare in this irapo- 
fition ; and that every perfon fuppofed to be conncdl- 
cd with Mr, Wilkes would likewife be fuppofed to be 
concerned in this fcandalous treatment of the city ; 
and would therefore be involved in the fame difgrace 
and fufpicions. I went home with. Mr, Oliver to 
Putney, and we there agreed that the bed method 
would be to endeavour by all means to make him fore- 
go the attempt t and to keep it as much as poffible a fe- 
cret : If we could not do that, to oppofe its fuccefs, 
and at leail to fecure ourfelves from difgrace by a 
teflimony of our fentiments on the fubjed before the 
attempt was made. For thefe purpofes, on xh^ fourth 
of Auguil 1 fent to Mr. Heaton Wilkes the following 
letter from Mr. Oliver's houfe at Putney : 
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** To Mr. HEATON WILKES. 

I 

** Dear Sir, 

** Since I (aw you at Guildford, I have confidered 
on what you then faid to me of your intentions about 
the chamberlainlhip of the city of London. That 
your brother fhould advife you to it moft of all fur- 
prizes me ; becaufe I jhould have thought he would 
at the firll glance have perceived that you muft mifcar- 
Ty, and that the very attempt will do an irreparable 
injury to you, to himfelf, and to every ijne of hi« 
friends, as well as to the public caufe and confi- 
dence, which ought to have the firft place in his 
confideration. 

*' I am not, as you very well know, a liveryman, or 
connedled with the city ; but I fee very plainly the 
neccffity I ihall be under of declaring in the mod 
public manner my opinion of the matter to my ac- 
quaintance ; and this I mull do in defence of my own 
reputation. You cannot be ferved this way ; but 
you may if you pleafe expofe yourfelf and your bro- 
ther without advantage, and effeftually prevent being 
ferved by any other means. If your brother thinks 
to be too cunning for the public, he will certainly find 
himfelf miflaken ; for as fomehody has faid, there is 
no cover large enough to hide itfelf. Why will not 
your brother when an occafion fhall offer propofe him- 
felf, if he judges it proper, I dare fay he would 
meet with no oppofitiou i but for his own ftjie I 



( 94 ) 

iliQulc! nbt advlfc him to it. I am fatisfied with his 
reafoning on that particular. Mr. Townfend went 
away as foon as you had fpoken to me ; (b that I had 
no opportunity of conferring with him as you defired^ 
nor ftiould I have done it fuddenly and without reflec- 
tion. If he, or any one elfe Ihould ever fpeak to me 
on the fubjeft, I think myfelf bound to declare my' 
fentiments moft ilrongly againfl: it, becaufe it ha^ a dif- 
honourable appearance, and is wrong : and I mean to 
keep a very llri£l guard over myklf^ that no private 
attachment, connexion, intereft or friendfhip, or fear 
of difpleafmg, fhall ever make me confent to what my 
rcafon and honour cannot give an entire approbation. 
Whett I fee you, I will explain to you as much at 
large, and as explicidy as you fhall defire, all my ob- 
je^ons to your fchemc ; and I defire you to accept 
this letter as proceeding entirely from that friendly 
fmcerity with which I wifh you lo believe me, * 

Your moft obedient, humble Servant, 
Jttguji 4. , John Horne. 

" P.'S. Pray fhew this letter to your brother, that 
he may well weigh this affair, and receive from me, 
if he thinks it worth while, my fartlier reafons." 

Under examined copy of this letter Mr. Oliver at 
-the fame time wrote as follows : 

" The above is a literal copy of a letter fent by 
xne for the Rev. Mr. Horne, on the 4th of Auguft, 
1 770, to Mr. Heaton Wilkes. Witnefs my hand. 

Richard Oliver." 
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Upon this letter I had afterwards tome very uh- 
pleafant converfation with Mr. Heaton Wilkes, anJ. 
not much bRtcr with Mr. John Wilkes, who denied 
that he had ever approved the mcafure ; but infiiled 
upon it, that his brother had as good a right to be a 
candidate as any other perfon. Mr. Heaton Wilkeft 
has continued his canvafs, which he began many 
months before he was a freeman^, down to this time^ 
and was made free of the city of London on the z'^th 
of laft September. 

JOHN HORNE. 
To Mr. JOHN WILKES, 

LETTER VII. 

"THE palm of fidelity and exaftnefs (l think 
you fay) " (hall be yielded to the Alderman of Far- 
" ringdon-Without.*' Do you mean ^e fidelity you 
exemplify by publiftiing private letters ? or the exaSi^ 
nefs with which you difcharge your obligation!) ? Is 
there tiihex fidelity or exaSlnefs in what you fay a few 
lines afterwards? " As to the veftimenta fietiofa of 
** Eutrapeliu it ought undoubtedly to be — his acquaint 
** tance —not — him — Whether the printer or J made 
•* the trifiing miftake, / do not recoiled ^ Not re- 
colled a circumflance of this kind at the diftance of 
two days f you are very exaSt truly ! The miftake 
itfelf is but a trifiing one, and fuch as you have always 
been very apt to make> only a difference of meum 
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and fkuffi ; . and whether the bad charadl6r gJren fay 
Horace relates to you or to me. 

You re. -quote that part of your letter of Odlober 
IQ, 1767, where it is faid, ** Send me likewife the 
** account of the little horfe, and I will pay the re- 
** mainder to Mr. Panchaud.'* On this paiTage you 
make the following obfervation — *^ Pray, Sir, what 
ir the meaning of the word remaifider in that fen- 
tcncc ? Why did you not print that word in italics ?" 
Sir, the words in that fentcnce which I (hould chufe 
to print in italics are the words — " /*iv/// /^;" 
becaofe whatever the ** remainder* may be, you have 
ndt from that time to this moment, a diilance o^four 
yearsy ever paid a farthing of it. You fay — yoti pa d 
Mr. Wildman feven 'guineas — I fhall ufe your own 
authority againfl yourfelf, which is indeed the only 
ufe that can fairly be made of it. In your letter to 
Mr. Wildman, dated April 30, 1767, (the date 
which was accidentally omitted) you fay — •' Shall t 
pay the 7I. los. to Foley and Panchaud on your ac- 
count?" — You therefore acknowledge 7 1. 10 s. to be 
the remainder for the horje, independent of the other 
€cmmijffiofts which you immedia'^ely afterwards fay^ 
•* YOU <will take care'''' fhall likewife be paid to Fo- 
ley and Panchaud. I'he hoifc, furniture, and ex- 
pences came to 1 2 1. 15 s. that is the change made for 
them by Mr. Wildman. If ypu liad paidy^x^f/; gui- 
neas, why do you acknowledge the remaind^er lobe 
7I. I OS. The truth is, that at your departure yoa 
told Mr. Wildman yoa had fi-ug guineas moie than 
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Taffirfent to carry yoa to Paris, and as there tvefc 
'fome trifling articles to pay for, fuch as wafliing your 
linen^ which were to be fent after you, &c. you 'gave 
•him thtfive guineas 0i> account : Which fum deduc- 
ted from 12 K i-j s* for your horfe kaves exadlly the 
^remainder you acknowledged on the 30th of April, 

1767, of 7 1. 10 8. 

My letter told you that Mr. Reynolds cikcd Mr. 
Wildman at Bath either to fubfcribe the whole debt, 
or to take tlie comp(^Hfon paid by the Loudon Ta- 
vern, and that Mr. WJldnlanrtffilfed. To which you 
reply, that Mr. Reynolds never applied to Mr. Wild- 
snan; and thht this debt is not in the lifl of thof'e 
ivhich were ddlivered in. What fort of opinion muft 
you have of the underflafnditig of mankind, to imagine 
that fuch (huffling-can-impoletipoh any one ? 

You ** EXPfeCT thst evfery -letter of yours fhould 
be left at Mr. Woodfall's.*' Sir, to cut this matter 
itery (hort, if you do not fpeedfly caufe to be paid 
391, IS. 7d. due from you to Mr. Wildman, on 
the above accounts, you may expect that the aur 
thentici ty of your letters -wiH be bctcer proved than 
by leaving them at the printer's } fince you deny the 
debt it will be proper to rry the queftion ; and let the 
fucccfs of the adion determine ibe jufiice of Mr. 
Wildman's claim. And here, Sir, 1 will take the 
liberty to give you fome advice which m:;y be ufeful 
to you ; and to recommend it I will convey it in the 
fctfm moll pleafing to yoo — J quotation. -'--'Homh em 
ittgeniofum Mar cum Ant^nium aiur.t fiittjipi effe Mcere, 

H 
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idoireo fe nuUam unquam ^ratio/tern SCRIPSISSE ; mt 
fi quid aliquando non opus ejfet ab fe effe di^lum^ poji 
fe negare dixijfe. 

I perceive you do not chufe to deny having received 
the pen/ion from fome part of the Rockingham adr- 
miniilration ; but inilead of it, give us a letter to 
Mr. Onflow on the 12th of December 1765. The 
word precarious^ in that letter, is a very ugly reafon 
for a patriot to give againft accepting a petifion^ which 
was offered to him in order to keep him quiet abroad : 
But what (hall we fay if he afterwards received the 
money ? I expect you to give a clear y unequivocal 
anfwer on the fubjcdl y remembering always the abovb 
quotation. Why do you fay nothing of the other 
extrad from my letter about the expectations you had 
formed of being fent ambafiador to Conflantinople, a 
ihort time before your letter againfi the Duke of Grafton 
was publifhed ? 

The extracts you have meanly made from my let- 
ter, had not the leaft relation to any thing in difcuf- 
fion ; you gave- them merely to injure me in my pro- 
feilion : It was needlefs. I gave up all hopes of pre- 
ferment from the moment I firft embarked in the 
public caufe. I did then determine to be as prudent 
as I could ; but, if it was neceilary, to facrifice all Utox 
I could call my onun : I continue in the fame refolu- 
tion ; and when I (ball have fpent the laft farthing, 
I will retire and earn my bread before I eat it ; and 
carrying with me my own approbation, I ihall not 
blufh when my elbow comes through my coat ; nay. 
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fliould I even be reduced to the ftate of our firft pa* 

rents, I fliould, like than, be naked without being 

ojbamed. 

JOHN HORNK, 

TO THE PRINTER. , 

SIR, 

I N my letter of the i8th, I thought it my duty 
to inform the public of fevpral particulars relative to 
the condud of Mr. Home, that they might form a 
juil opinion of his real charader. His anfwer, ia 
your paper of yefterday, leaves the moft eflbhtial parts 
totally uncontradided. His letter, however, is con- 
ceived in fuch trifling, impudent and fcurrilous terms, 
that it does not become me, as a gentleman, to reply 
to it. I will not trouble the public with what does 
not concern them. It is in vain to keep up a corres- 
pondence with a man who figns his name to ill-founded^ 
perfonal inve^ives every day. But I can, and will 
fully jufti fy myfelf in every thing to the public. And 
I give a flat contradidion to his particular accufatioa 
about the afFiir of Mr. D'Eon ; that is a ivi[fu(, as 
well as a malicious Lye. I defy Mr. Home to prove 
this, or any other of his afTertions againfl: me in his 
Iftter of yefterday. I now call upon him for the 
nvhole evidence relative to the late bufmefs of Mr. 
D'Eon. I declare upon my honour, that I neither 
am, nor ever have been, concerned direftly or in- 
diredly, in any Policy or Policies, about Mr. 

Hz 



( 100 ) 

D^Ectty Hi h infamoufly and felfely 'charged by him. 
And here I take my leave of pai'ibn Horne for icver, 
and deliver him over to my friend Mr. Wilkes, to be 
flead as A^llo did Marfyas ; and I now leave him, aS 
A Judas, finto nvbom the de'vil has entered) to the 
mercy of his brethren of the -black doth, to be dealt 
with according to his demerit. 

May^l. HUMPHRY COTES. 

To the Rev. Mr. HORNE. 

S r R, Prince's Court, TucfiUy, May 28* 

I T H AN K you for the entertainment of your 
Jixth letter. The idea of an unfaithful echo^ ahho' not 
^u. te new and original, is perfe^Iy amuiing $ but, like 
Bayes, you love to elevate and furprize. I wifli you 
"Would give the lift of echoes of this kind, i^^hich you 
have heard in your travels through France and Italy. 
I have read of only one fuch in a neighbouring king- 
dom. Ifyouafk, How do you do? it anfwcrs. Pretty 
nvell I thank you, Th^ found of your unfaithfi/ echo 
can only be paralelled by Jack Huroe^s^^ffc^ with « 
fiilly founds in the tragedy of Douglas ; 

The torrent rujhing o'er it's pebbFy banks 
InMcs fijence with zfttily found. 

J have heard of the bahhliugy the mimic ^ Hint fhr ill echo. 
The difcovery of an unfaithful echo was reierved for 
Mr. Horne. Really^ Sir, I ihould have thought, boc- 
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withKandjog all your rage, yoa might have fui&red 
aa echo to her faithful, I did not nxi^^. nweliyy or 
n>ari€ty^ much ids infidelity^ from an ecbo^ 

JSv^iy thing you have advanced relative to the town-' 
c]erk(htp and- Mr. Reynolds, you. well know to ba 
wholly a lying impofture of your own. I never had 
a moment*s converfation with you on the fubje^l, nor 
kave I at any time i|i my life mentioned to Mt. Rey- 
BOk!& his being town-clerk. I declare the whole of 
this accu(ktion a(>ainil me is one entire falfhood. No> 
courtier feems to me to enjoy the luxury of lying 
equal to theminilier of New Brentford. 

As to the chamberlainftiip, you, and many others, 
have warmly and frequently preffcd me to offer my 
fervlces io cafe of a vacancy. My anfwer has rego- 
larly been, •* I never will accept- it. I know it in- 
" deed to b© themoft lucrative office in the gift of the 
*• city, but 1 can be more ufeful in my prcfcnt fta* 
** tion. I am not avaricious. My wifties are *noviP 
*• few, and eafily gratified." AU my friends know 
this has been my conftant aniwer. Early in the laA 
(ummer my brother ihrted to' me the idea of his offer- 
ing his fervices for the chamberlainibip on the ii^^i. va- 
cancy, and faid that he hoped he fliould fucceed both 
from his near relationfhip to me, and the intereft of 
his private friends. I endeavoured to difTuade hiia 
from the projed, which I thoughr would be hurtful to 
kimieif a^ well as to me. 

I ob(ejved,ihat it would b? nifpcded by thofe who 
4id QOt know me> that 1 w^b to ihare (he prcHt^s widi 
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him, that I was infinitely fuperior to fuch ideal, that I 
would in no way be concerned, that the chufing one 
brother for the fervice of another was the filly Popiih 
dodlrine of imputed merits that he muft neceilarily quit 
hb prefent bufinefs, &c. &c. I wifhed him earnelUy 
at that tioie to abandon fuch a fcheme. He was not 
convinced, but perfifted in the refolution to offer his 
Cervices. I was very explicit on the occafion. I told 
him, that he would have my vote, but that I would 
not fpeak to a iingle liveryman. 1 have had more 
than one converfiition with Mr. Alderman Oliver on 
this fubje£l, to whom I always tallied in the fame 
ilrain. Although he refufed me juftice in the appeal 
about the firfl letter iigned Scourge, I call upon him to 
ilate to the public every thing, which has paiTed be- 
tween us relative to the chamberlainlhip. . My bro- 
ther told me Mr. Home abfolutely promifed him 
tvtry fervice, when they met at Guildford on the firft 
of Auguft. On my return to town the beginning of 
September I faw Mr. Home's letter, and I com- 
plained the lirft time I was with him of the illiberal 
treatment of me, and of his dirty injinuations. He 
iaid, I ought to advertife againft my brother, if he 
flood candidate. I laughed at fuch a propofition, and 
remarked to him that in t)mfree country my brother' 
had a right in fuch a cafe to do as he liked, whether 
Home or I approved or not, and as much claim to be 
a candidate as any other man, but I owned I thought 
the meafure imprudent. You are forced to acknow- 
ledge, '* Mr. John Wilkes denied that he had ever 
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** approved the meafure; bat infifted upon it, that 
^ his brother had as good a right to be a candidate as 
** any other perfon.'' 

Id your former writings yoa painted xne as a mon- 
fter of ingratitudcy facrificing my beft friends to my 
own private advantage. In the letter to Mr. Cotes 
you fay, " Mr. Wilkes, who never yet hcfitated 
" about facrificing his friends for the tnoft trifling tno^ 
** /wr»//7ry advantage to himfelf— *' In this^;t/i» letter 
I am drawn by the fame painter as the moft generous 
of mankind, thinking of nothing h\M fro<viding fir 
my friends y and confining all the emoluments of the city 
to my attornies, agents, and particular adherents, facri- 
ficing the puhlic caufe, all my onvn n;ie<ws, and all my 
fatriotifm, to them—" Reynolds has done fo much 
" and is every day doing fo much for roe, that I think 
*' he ought to be fixed upon as town-clerk." " I 
" think 1 ought to confider fomething about provid- 
" ing for my friends, and being prepared with candi- 
**'dates for the city offices." I was reprefented he- 
fore as facrificing my friends to my own private ad- 
vantage, now 1 am made to facrificc myfclf and the 
great caufe to the private advantage of my friends. 
Is it pofTible, Sir, the fame man could fit for both 
thcfe piflures, and to the fame artift ? Such an artift 
mud furely be ^s, unfaithful as — an echo. 

You fay, '* I have been diligent to gain yoa powers 
" which may be perverted to mifchief." I defire to 
know what " powers may not be perverted to mxf- 
chicf f " and what /pou^rj have adlually been perverted 
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to mifchhf by Mr. Wilkes, is the queftion? You in*, 
folently pretend to have made him an Alderman, hx^ 
the powers he exerted about the pre/s-ivarrants^ th» 
illegal pyoc/amaihn, the tmprifofiment of the printtrtp 
the delivering bimftlf the recognisances into court 
againll an exprefs reiblution of the Houfe of Com- 
mon?, are thpfe the powers he has perverted, to mif" 
chief? Come forward, Sir, with a lingle proof ot hi» 
abufe of power, 

Vou declare, ** Such a pradice would very well 
** fuit thofe who wifh a change of miniders. For my 
** part Iwifi nofuch thing.'"'* In this I believe you 
tp be iiacere, for you have prrvaie hopef from thefe 
traitors both to their king and country, .and the 
itrongeft aflarances that yoqr prefent fer vices fhall not; 
pafs unrewarded. But did you not^» the MiddJe- 
fijc petition to his jnajefty, " tabaniih from his royal 
*' favour, truft, and confidence, for ever, thofe evil 
" and pernicious counfellors. who have endeavoured 
^* to alienate the alFeftion of his maj.eily from his moil 
" iincere and* dutiful fubjeds, and whofe fuggeltions 
*' tend to deprive his people of their deareft and meft 
♦• ejftntial rights^'' &c. &c. ? Have we pot nearly the 
fame minii^ers now, and has not the chancellor cf the 
Exchequer particitlarly diflinguifhed himfelf againft the 
facred right of ele&ion? Yet you declare you do not 
^vijh the removal of the adlual minillcrs. WlKit have 
been alj your efforts for the laft four years ? Have you. 
b^*n a^^ing a lie^ and pretending to bring about a thing 
in which you did not ^ifb to facrccd ? The folly of 
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jrour prtftntcoftfeffion can only be equalled hy the 
duplicity of your paft cpndu^ Your treachery ae 
kngth ilands revealed by yourfdf to all mankind,, 
but yo\u fowers of mi/thie/ are paiTed away Bever to 
cetam. 

Yoxixfiventh letter of this day merits little notice. 
At lad; you are forced to fay, thai Mr. Wiidnsan ac- 
knowledgers the receiving /-v^ guineas, I dedare thn 
fum v/zafsfven^ for the hor/e. Before I left £ngfandj^ 
J paid the article bf n^afiing th$ linen, Mr. Rey- 
nolds never did apply to Mr. Wildman about that 

I left your originai letters at the printer's to prove 
that I wa^ e:pi6| id my quotations. I expeSed the 
fame treatment from you, becanfel fufpedled that the 
paflages cited ftom my letters were not correctly gi. 
ven, an4 a date was omitted. Your anfwer is a re • 
iuial to leave the original letters of mine for inipec-^ 
tion at the printer*8, and you add, " You may 
•' EXPECT that the authenticity of your letters will be 
*^ better proved than by leaving them at the prin- 
^* ter*s.*' Can the authenticity of Tetters be better 
proved to th^ writer than by leaving them at the prin« 
term's ? Let the public likewife have attefted copies, if 
neceflary. Your ihuffling anfwer will not impofe. t 
again infift that the original of every letter you havgi^ 
quoted, or (hail ^uote, be left at Mr. Woodfall's in' 
his cuftody for my perufal. As to yo\x\ brother-in- 
law, Mr. Wildman, let him deliver his account on 
oath. I will follow him into Weftminfter-Ffall. 
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When you mention the injuring you in your profef' 
Jion^ recolledt the unfair and unprovoked treatment of 
Mr. Adair in his frofeffion. He furely has his frO' 
fijlpon at heart as much as the Rev. Mr. Home. The 
itrjury of which you complain, is received fromyour- 
fclf, from a letter of your own, of which you kept a 
copy, publiihed in confequence of the treachery of 
your own condudl. Scorpion-like^ you have ftung 
yourfelf to death. 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES, 

TO THE PRINTER. 

SIR, 

I N his letter of this day, Mr. Home fays, " Mr. 
" Reynolds came to me and told me he defired my 
•* advice and afiiflance ; that Mr. Wilkes had been 
^ talking to him about being town-clerk. I repeated 
** to Mr. Reynolds the arguments I had ufed to 
•* Mr. Wilkes, with many others, particularly afFeft- 
" ing Mr. Re}molds ; and Mr. Reynolds told me 
** he was convinced by what I had faid, and fhould 
*• think no more of it." 

I declare upon my honour that I have never at any 
time had any converfation either wkh Mr. Wilkes or 
Mr. Home about being town -clerk, and that the above 
paragraphs in Mr. Home's letter are abfolutely falfe. 

Ko%'mT;7. JOHN REYNOLDS. 
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TO THE PRINTER. 

SIR, 

I N anfwer to Mr. Cotes* s polite note of ycfUrday, 
I deilre you to give this public notice in your paper, 
that — If any gentleman of honour and charadcr will 
engage his honour and good faith to bring the affair 
of the POLICIES concerning jyEon ferioujly before a 
court of jullice, I will affiil him efeSlually to pro- 
duce fufficient evidence to prove that the whole is a 
fraud ; and that the undcr-writers of tliofe policies 
arc difcharged not only from all legal but from all 
honourable obligations of payment. 

Vinc-ftrcct, Piccadilly, JOKNHORNE. 

Maya9> 1771. 

To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

SIR, 

I A M unwilling to interfere in the difpute between 
you and Mr. Home, who have both deferved well 
of the public, and are fo fully qualified to fight your 
own batdes ; but as I perceive a miftake in your lafl 
letter, where you mention my name, which it is in 
my power to correft, and as it is a ppfition agreed, 
that the people have a right to truth, I cannot by my 
filence admit you to have given an exadl reprefenta- 
tion of your conduft refpefiing Mr. Horne'§ letter 
from Montpellier. 

The fentiment you would have the world adopt 
is, tliat the firft produAion of that letter vi^as in con- 



fequence of what I faid, and to corroborate yon^ an« 
fwer ; therefore not a wanton or defigned publication 
of a private and confidential letter. I am perfaaded^ 
tiiatno converfation pafTed between us, which can 
juftify fach a conHrudtion upon your condu£l. I firft 
heard of the letter, not from yourfelf, but from per- 
fons to whom you had previoufly ihewn it ; and it 
was firft produced to me at a meeting at the Devil 
Tavern, called the Retribution C/uh, where I believe 
I was at that time the only Granger to it's contents, 
amidll a dozen other gentlemen in the room, and be- 
fore which time you had never fpoken to me of fuch 
a letter. Some of the company alked me, " Whe-' 
th.er I had not feen the letter which Mr. Wilkes had 
of Mr. Home's ?" and as foon as the letter was men- 
tioned, you produced it. I confefs that I frequently 
took occafiOn, and probably did fo at that meeting, 
to declare that Mr. Home had made fome fuch aficr- 
tion as you mention ; bccaufe his former connedlion 
or intercourfe with you, which he had then quitted, 
created the only diiHculty in my mind refpefting Mr. 
Home's conduft, in other refpedls equally honour- 
able to himfelf and fcrviceable to you. But your 
adion is now coupled with my declaration, in a man- 
ner to which they have no relation. 

Having rendered this juftice to Mr." Home, I ftall 
be equally ready to do the fame juftice to you ; when- 
ever I find him ^efpafling upon truth, either through 
wilfulncfs or miftake^ in any matters which come 
immediately within my knowledge. As to the par- 



4te8*wlio are nbw'conteAing, I have no feafon to wifli 
Ibooeifi on one iide more than on the other ; and I 
xertainly ihall hot^ecide upon a dilate till it k ended. 
As yetf 1 may hy with ^Lnoan, • 

Scire nefas ; magna fe'judice quifyue tuetur. 

It is the canie of JlberQr I ivifh to promote, and f 
care not by whoTe hand it triamphs. Of chat (oneMt 
Qlone I deiire to be efteemed a^partizan, and not of 
any indivldnal. \ have the honour to be. 

With re^u^, S I R, 
Your moll obedient humble Servant, 

Lincoln'. Ian, ROBERT MORRIS. 

May 27. 

To ROBERT MORRIS, Efq. 

S 1 R, Prwcc's-Court, Wednefday, May 29, 

IN your letter of this day you are^pleafed to fay, 
•• I firft heard of the letter, (Mr, Home's letter fr<m 
** Mentpeliier) not from yourfelf, but from perfons to 
** whom you had previouily fiiewn it ; and it was firft 
*' produced to me at a meeting at the Devil Tavern, 
" called the Retribution Cluht where I believe I was 
^ at that time the only ftranger to if s contents, am,idil 
** a dozen other gentlemen in the room, and befope 
*< which time you had never fpoken to me of fuch a let- 
f « ter. Some of the company afkcd me, '* Whether 
".J had not fcen the letcer which Mr. Wilkes had of' 
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" Mr. Home's ?" and as foon as the letter was Aerr- 
** tioned, you produced it. I coofefs, that I pre* 
** ^ENTLY TOOK OCCASION, and probabiy did fi 
** at that meetings 4o declare that Mr. Home bad 
*' made fome Juch ajfertion as yu mention. ^^ The 
fad is that you. Sir, hsA frequently faid to feveral of 
your friends, ** Mr. Home told me he had al^^ays the 
** fame opinion of Mr. Wilkes,'* and once to myfelf, 
'before the meeting at the Devil Tavern. My anfwer 
had been to you, ** Not ahoayt the fame. When I 
" fee you next, I will convince you of it." I knew 
you were to dine at the .meeting at the Devil Tavern. 
I brought the letter with me for your perufal. You 
came late. Several gentlemen before your arrival 
mentioned your declaration about what Mr. Home 
had {aid. I then produced the letter, which was read 
before you came by the other gentlemen, and by 
yourfelf afterwards. You confirmed to us what had 
been faid by Mr. Home. I defire you to alk any of 
the doxen gentlemen prefent, whether I have not exadtly 
flated the fadl. 

The letter from Montpellier is dated Jan. 3, 1766. 
Will you pleafe, Sir, to name any one gentleman 
who read it piior to the late difpute between Mr. 
Home and myfelf, and likewife to your own declara- 
tion, that ** Mr. Home told you he had always the 
** fame opinion of Mr. Wilkes." 

I am, S I R, 

Your very humble Servant, 
JOHN WILKES. 
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' TO THE PRINTER,, 

SIR, 

I W I L L not have any news-paper controverfy 
with Mr. Wilkes ; but fince he has called upon me, 
I will give my atteftation to what I know. 

Mr. Hprne has told the truth as far as he has ufed 
my name in his letter to Mr. Wilkes. — It is likewife 
true that Mr. Wilkes did, after Mr. Hornets letter to 
his brother^ deny to me that he approved his brother's 
attempt. 

I never did refufe to do Mr. Wilkes juftice : I 
was called upon in the Public Advertifer, Jan. i S, 
anonymoufly, but did not obey that anonymous call : 
Mr. Wilkes afterwards told me I ought to anfwer 
that call : I was of a different opinion : I (hould have 
anfwered it if Mr. Wilkes had put his name to it ; 
but I mud have anfwered it contrary to his wifhes, 
the fa6t not being as ftated by him. 

Fenchurch-Street. RICHARD OLIVER. 

30th May, 1771, 

To Mr. JOHN W I L K E S. 

LETTER VIII. 

M R. COTE S and Mr. Reynolds fcem to dfdare 
upon their honour with as little fcruple as Jews fwear 
on the New Teflament. Alas \ the policies will en- 
rich the one no more than the tozvn-clerkfiip the 
other. And Mr. Wilkes, whofe ** heart is at prefent 
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•• titude^'' will Tome time hence fay to them, as he 
does now to Mr. Wildman — " Deliver to y<>lir ac- 
•* count on oath : I wiliy2?//fl«u; yott into Wcftmin- 
'•* fter-Hall." — Mr. Wildman, Sir, will fnd you 
there. 

Mr. Reynolds is a bold nlan, though he Is made to 
bluih fo often. Some months llncc, before y^r/j' gen* 
tlemenat the London Tavern^ I was driven to men- 
tion thefe fcandalous views upon the ttnjtm-clerk" s and 
cbamherlains offices ; and from thence accounted for 
the treatment I received from fome -gentlemen in that 
fodety, becaufe I could not concur in thofe thing?, 
and in fome others of a like difhonounible nature. 
Mr. Reynolds is modeil enough to bluih, though not 
inodeft enough to avoid the occafion. Though I did 
not mention Mr. Reynold&'s name aloud, he underwood 
me : he bluihed, was filent^ and hung down his head : 
\k\& confufion was viUble to all prefent, and was in- 
creafed by the harmlefs quellion of one gentleman, 
'who innocently aficed Mr. Reynolds whild I was 
fpcaking, whom I meant about the town-clerklhip ? 
To which Mr. Reynolds returned oo anf^er, ard yet 
was underftood by his face. Afterwards he recover- 
ed himfelf fufiicicntly to deny it, privately in conver- 
fation, to feveral gentlemen : but he //y« gave a \zxy 
different account to them from that which he has new 
declared upon his honour. He acknowledged a con- 
verfation between us on the fubjed \ but denied that 
he came to me> and iafiUcd that 1 w^nt to bU houfej 
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tfi^ prbpofed it VO iim* It is tn>t plcjifant to a(k 
gentlemen to atteft tbtngs in th« papei? » howe¥er^ 
if Mr^ Reynolds will deny (kele ciiC:nnftances» I am 
fure a fenfe of truth and honour Will induce themvery 
readily to give their atteftattofk 

You eodeavoof to make me appear inponii0ent» by 
** fuppofuig you at one time a$ (acf ifcing your fiiends 
•* to your own advantage^ and at anoth^'r time a» d^ 
^* aifidng youffelf and thegr^af ranji to the private 
^ advan^ige of your friend:».'* No lu^rh thing. Sir $ 
I have not (o mifrf prefentfd you ; 1 allow (hat ^ou 
frft^^J your /mtfds and the i''^/ c^n/e^ each beft 
fuiced your purpoie • but merely for your own private 
advantage, rfrgardlefs of «itMr. 
. You fay (as yeu did before) that you did not ap« 
prove your brother^^ attempt $ ahhough, not ap- 
proving it^ he ibail hsve yfi\xt vote. You laid (b, h 
ii5 true « but I did not believe thr t wh of what ypu 
Ciid. Tovr^htKother u&d the a'guinent of your mipre- 
ioiiom very Urongly 'to^^oe a^ x^cll 96 to others. £ 
know thaty like you> he h s Itifce^ofen to deny it. 
thffortanatei.y for you both, Sjr, he hafi made a nvri^- 
ten appiicatk>n. lie ^fipptitd lo me on the firfi of 
Augutl* On the/oanrfZ' l^-«wote him the letter which 
I have puMHhed. On the yfofi- he wrere tim to Mr^ 
Bellas addreiTed to him at Farnhom inSurr.y. 

St> Jolm Sqvarc 6 Augft 1770 
^« Sir, 
^« I applied the M tourt i.9ty to Mr. Towets to 
nominate me at the mteting of chefiihmongers com- 
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pany, as Mr* Pearfon was out of town he did not ehaie- 
to riik it» he faid Mr. Sawbridge^s refufal had made 
them very angry. Their fine is raifed from £'t^ to 
£*2<^. and the livery about twenty pounds, w°. yoa 
have a little leifure I ihould be exceedingly obliged 
to you if you would favor me w^. a few lines Sc 
whatever directions you give I (hall always be happy 
to aft w*. y'. approbation. 

" A fbort time paft I hear a vacancy had like to- 
have happened in the chamberlains ofBce. S^ S. T. 
Janfen was dangeroufly ill. My brother is firmly de- 
termin'd not to accept any place in the city ; & as he. 
very kindly has ajjured me he Jkould ^af prove of my 
offering my fervices to the city when a vacancy ^was to 
happen, & tvould do me all the fervice in his ponjuer^ 
it would make me very happy if you would give me 
your advice, and ihould my defign of oiFering myfelf 
meet w'**. your approbation, I am fure the livery 
of London are fo fenfible of the very great obligations 
they lie under to you & trr^lr other I fhould certainly 
fucceed. » • - 

I am S^ 
y. much oblig'd * 

• 4i mbft obedient Servant 
• *^ Heatox Wilkes." 

, Now, Sir, what fubterfuge? Did you approve, or- 
did you not ? If you did not approve, what credit can 
for the future be given, to your brother ? And whofe 
teilimony will you employ to prove that you were 
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not to have zjhare in the office ? You are very dif- 
creet when you refufe to ** accept any place in the 
•* city." Thedifpofal of all would be much more 
lucrative to you than the pofTeffion ^i one ; and if, in- 
ftead of ^Lflfare^ yoi^r candidates were all able, like 
Mr. Reynolds, to advance the price of the office, 
your gain would be Icfs precarious . 

Will you content yourfelf, as you have hitherto 
done, to deny all and leave it on your own bare au- 
thority ? I believe you will ; for 1 know that you 
cannot defend yotirfelf a moment without being driven 
to an impudent manifeft contradi£lion of the mofl 
confident circumflances ; the bell atteHed truths ; the 
moft notorious fadis ; and the clear teilimonv of fome 
of the moft refped^able public men in the world, I 
mean Mr. Oliver, Mr. Townfend, Mr. Sawbridge, 
Mr. Glynn, Sir Robert Bernard, Mr. Bellas, Mr. 
Lovell, &c. &c. Thefe, with a great number of other 
gentlemen of confiderable character in private ib- 
tions, have been witneifes to the whole of my condu£l ; 
to them I ihall be forced frequently to appeal, and 
with the moft perfed confidence I truft my character 
to theit; affirmations; againfl the declarations ttpoft 
honour oT fuch men as Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Humphry 
Cotes* 

JOHN HORNE. 



Iz 
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To the Worthy LIVERYMEN of the City of 

LONDON. 

Gentlemin, 

'MR H O R N £ having drawn my name oat 
Very unfairly in a difpute in which I apprehend I am 
not the leaft concerned, I feel myself under thf ne- 
cefiity of jnftifying my condu^ from the falfe and 
malicious charges which Mr. Home has nx.antonfy 
brought againll me, to prejudice me in a purftfit^ 
which I trail you. Gentlemen, will think fair and 
honourable. 

Laft Auguil there was too much rrafon to appre* 
hend a vacancy in the Chamfoerlain^s office. 

Prefuming that my near relatioiifiiip to John Wilkes, 
Eiq. could be no objedion to my offering my ferviccs 
to you, I applied to Mr. Horne and Mr. Bellas for 
their affiftance. Mr. Homers anfwer was, Mr. Wilkes, 
you know I am no liveryman, but I will do you all 
the fervice in my power. I then added, Mr. Horne, 
I am not intimate wk& Mr. Townfend, you are^ I 
fhall be much obliged ll^jpu if you vi^ fpeak xjobim. 
This was all that pailbd. '^ In this, a» on many other 
occaiions, Mr. Horne has thought lit to change his 
opinion, and to charge^ne with a condudl, I ihonld 
be as much aihamed o^ as of the part he is na^jn 
ading. 

Mr. Horne*s declaration that I canvafTed fome 
months before I was a freeman, and have continued 
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ft to tbis time, is a (faameful faI(kood. After I men^ 
tioned it to my brother, I toM my iotentions to many 
of my friends. I declare oo my honor I have not to 
this hour a&ed any one liveryman for his vote. From 
my friends I met with a general appiobation of my 
intentions ; and when our worthy and able Chamber- 
lain quits the poft, I candaim many unaiked promifes. 

Gentlemen, though from Mr. Hornets lying accu- 
£itionSy my brother, from the delicate fenfe he has 
of his public (ituatron, may not cbufe I ihould claim 
any merit from our connedtion, I hope near relation- 
ihip will not be imputed to me as a demerit \ and I 
dm fatiified the only reafon why my brother difsp- 
proves of my intention, k the report he was to have 
a (hare. 

I defirc to appeal to Mr. Oliver for the truth of 
4he following; converiation which pa0ed at his houfe 
at Putney, on which Mr. Home has grounded his 
charge of my brother intending to hav^ a (hare. 

Mr. Oliver lold me that as he and his brother had 
fcibicribed fo iery largdy, Mr. WilkjM's famify and 
particularly myfcif ought to have contributed more. 
I told him I had at firft iabfcribed one hundred guineas 
towards the payment of my brotber^s debts, and be 
knew feveral fums I had pajd'fince ; that I b^d not 
been in a profitable trade, and my fortqni^ was very 
hx from large ; that fhould I fucceed by the gpneroiicy 
of the livery, I (hould then haye it in my power, and 
it had always been my wiQ) to be able to affift my 
brother n^re Hberally. 
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Long may our prefent upright Chamberlain hold 
the office ; and give me leave to declare, mth all 
due refpeft, that whenever a vacancy fhall happen, I 
fhall take the earliefl opportunity of offering my fer- 
vices. I am. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

To the Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Prince's Court, Friday, May 31 • 

YOUR eigkh letter refpeds Mr. Cotes and Mr, 
Reynolds more than Mr. Wilkes. Whether either of 
thofe gentlemen will think it worth their while to an- 
fwer a man, whoi€ charadler for veracity has long 
been forfeited, I cannot fay ; my own ftridlures fhall 
be few. 

You declare, ** Some months fince before forty 
** gentlemen at. the London Tavern I was driven to 
** meniion thefe fcandalous views upon the tonun^ 
" clerk's and chamhetlaitC s offices." At the meet- 
ing on the nth of laft December, after livas gone^ 
you abufed me for near two hours, and was frequently 
called to order. You threw out many dark and fu^ 
fpicious infinuations, but did not mention, as I am 
told, a fingle word of the town-clerk's or chamber- 
lains office. 1 complained of the bafenefs of your 
conduct to feveral of my friends, to Mr. Sawbridge 
in particular, I told him, that from motives of deli- 



t «i9 J 

• • - ' 

eacy, as my own private affairs were freqdently the 
fubje&^ of the fociety^s deliberations, I had hitherto 
always retired early, but that at the next meeting I 
meant to defire their permiflion to continue the whole 
tirne, to anfwer any quellions, either of a public or 
private nature, and to give the fulled explanation pof- 
fible of every thing. The next meeting was on the 
2 2d of January. It was very fi^H. I then took no- 
tice to the focicty, ** That many oblique invedlives 
^- had been thrown out againft me at the former 
** meeting afier my departure^ that I had hitherto 
•' made it a rule to retire before any private bufinefs 
** relative to myfelf became the fubjed of their deii- 
** bcrations, left my prefence fhould be thought to. in- 
'^ iluence any gentleman, that the moft unfair advan- 
•* tage had been taken of this to calumniate me in my 
*' ahfence^ but that, with the permiffion of the fociety, 
** I fliould continue among them that whole evening ; 
*' and I delired any gentleman who had the leaft 
** doubt about'^ny part of my condudl, public or pri- 
•* vate, to ftate the doubt, and the moll explicit 
•* anfwer fhould diredlly be given to every particular; 
** that I had no referves of any kind for that fociety, 
** that I fhould be unworthy of their protedlion, if I 
*' did not fully explain to them the whole of my 
.«< condu£l, all my paft adions, all future kjie-ws for 
** myfelf, relations, or friends, of which I was fu- 
<* fpc£led, and that I knew them to be fair and ho- 
•' nourable, able to fland the teft of the moft rigid 
"enquiry." What was your reply? You only laid 

14 
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that you thought J meant to attack yoa, and that I 
had not been named by you. J aofwered^ *' I fland. 
*' in the memory of the fociety, if for near two hours 
** together yeu had not at the laft meeting made a 
*' continued inve^live againft me, and been upon that. 
*' account feveral timee called to order.'' You did 
not venture to deny it. 1 called upon you again to 
, bring ahy one charge againft me, and to lUte your 
objetHions to any part of my cOnduA. I added« that 
I wifhed for the fulleft enquiry, that 1 defpifed the 
idea of feerets or fubterfiigei before gentlemen of 
known hOnoUr, and that the manly way was for yoa 
then to fland forth, and to bring the accuiatton /a<i /e 
/ace. You flmmk back, covered with confofion and 
rage. The fociety on the /ami tfay, notwithftanding th« 
oppbfition you made, gave the world their fentimenta 
of me in the refolution, ** That the public condu^ 
*' of Mr. Alderman Wilkes^ fince his enbrgemenc 
^* from the King's Bench pnfon, has been fuch as me* 
" rits the approbation of this fodety^'* From that 
moment 79« have incefikntly laboured- the daiiblution 
of that noble and patriotic fociety, againft which 
neither your open attacks, nor your fecret frauds, 
will prevail. 

You aft, " If Mr. Reynolds will deny thefe cir* 
^ cumftances,*' which you have mentioned as what 
pafied in private conveHatton at the London Tavern 
relative to himfelf ? He has already declared to th« 
public, ** That he never at tuny time had any convfft 
•« gitipn with you about beinj /fwa ckri>** 
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Yoor anfwer to Mr. Cotes ii evafive. Yoa faid 
that hi was «r/ar^ cottcemtd in ^t fraudulent hufinefi 
ofD^EoM^s folsdes. He has dared you to the prooH 
Have yoa advaoced one word to briog that chargo^ 
home to htmF Have yoa difpro^ed any article of the 
charges he made againil yoa for your fuh/ic conduS 
in the bufinefs of the M$ddle/px and Surrey petitions? 
Among your wonderful qualifications you poffefs the 
fiqgular ingenuity of ree^nciling friends, who both teli 
you that they mnftr fuarreUed- The man in the 
worid, who has the lead miM rf hman kindnefs^ 
whofe whole compofition is rancour and palcvolence^ 
who hat carried the torch of diicord from friend to 
^iend, now pretends to fet up for the amiable cha- 
lazier of being fend t9 Jfnad frUndfrifs. and f 
€9n)er hemtt. 

In my former letter I called upon Mr. Alderman 
O&Vtt *f t^ftaU to the fablk t*uery thing which has 
** fafid hetnvien nst relative to the cbamberlainjhip,'''' 
You did BOC mention any converiation between Mr. 
Oliver and me : you confined youHHf to what pafled 
between the Alderman and my brother. In hb an- 
fwer of this day Mr. Oliver (ays, ** It is likewife true 
** that Mn Wilkes did, after Mr. Home*s letter to 
*' his brother, deny to me that he approved his bro« 
** ther'a attempt,*' f again, Sir« caU for the nvhole 
€3{t!very convcrfation between the two aldermen oq 
the fubjed. He has confirmed one particular : ho 
pught to confirm the reft. 

plr. pliyer fayr, '* 1 nerer did jrefuTc to do Mr« 
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•• Wfllces juftice : I was called upon in the Public 
** Advertjfer, Janl 1 8, anonymoufly, but did not obey' 
** that anoDymous call : — Mr. Wilkes afterwards told 
** me I ought to anlwer that call: I was of a diffe- 
•* rent opinion : I fhould have anfwered it if Mr. 
*• Wilkes had put his name to it 5 ' but I muft have 
" anfwered it contrary to his wifhes, the hSi not be- 
«* ing as dated by him." The paffage alluded to in 
the Public Advcrtifcr of Jan. 18, is as follows: 

" Quereto Mr. Alderman Oliver. 
* ** Did not Mr. Alderman Wilkes tell you at Guild- 
*• hall, the day after the firft appearance of the letter 
** figned Scourge f that he was not the author, nor was 
•* he concerned in it dircftly or indirefily, nor did he 
** know of the publication; and did you notcommu* 
•* nicate this intelligence to Mr. Home?" Mr. Oli* 
ver's name had appeared in the papers the day before 
in a controvcrfy between Mr. Home and an ^«ff»>woar 
author, to fave Mr. Home, as he thought; but he had 
refufed Mr^ Wilkes juj} ice. I now repeat the quere^ 
and defire that it may be anfwered, and whether I 
did not mention to him in confidence the real author, 
and how I came by my information ? Will the Alder- 
man pleafe likewife to explain in what our folitical 
aims dilFer ? * 

You pretend to appeal to " the clear teflimony of 
** fome of the moft refpeftable men in the world,'* 
and you give us a lift of- names, as of your friends, 
and of perfons ready to confirm your aflertions. How 
c;une you to omit the honoured name of your bofom 
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friend, Samuel Vaughan^ efqulre, whom yoa Bav^ al* 
ways defended ? He might poflibly be made more 
oieful than the whole lill you have given. I defire 
you to bring the teftimony of Mr. Sawbridge, or 
Mr. Glynn, to any one faft which has been difl 
puted. Do you now dare to mention Mr. Glynn irt 
the lift of your friends, when you know what charac-^ 
ter you gave of my worthy colleague, that great and 
upright lawyer, to feveral gentlemen, whofe atteilati- 
ons are ready, when called upon, concluding withthefe 
remarkable words: *' I do not knew which is moil 
contemptible, his head or his heart ?^* Will you deny 
this fad, or that you wrote the letter to the freeholders 
of Middlefex, {^gi\edA FreehoUer of Stamuelly printed 
in the Public Advertifer, in which you fay, '* I know 
** Mr. Glynn's principles to be as iirm, and bis heart 
** as- incorruptible as his conduct is modeft and mode- 
** rate, and disabilities uncontraiiHed?^'' That letter 
concludes, ** Complete your work, and place by the 
** fide of your glorious, perfecuted patriot Wilkes , his 
** Hrenuous and difinterelted defender, Glynn?'* No 
man has ever fo groftly contradifttd himfelf, and fo 
much prophaned the facred name oi friend, as Mr. 
Home. Mr. Morris's letter proves that you declared 
to him, ** You had akvays the fame opinion of Mr. 
** Mr. Wilkes,'* and your letter from Mbntpellier de- 
monflrates that you were guilty of a falfhood, when 
you made that declaration* 

You have examined the original letters, which I 
left at the printer's. I am fure you found my quota- 
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tipns exftfl. I repeat that I expe£l the like opporto« 
Bicywof examining the quotations you have nude. 

The firft paragraph of your eigM letter is the laft 
on which I ihall remark. You fay» ** Mr. Cotes 
'* and Mr. Reynolds feem to declare ttpan their ho* 
*\ now wilh as little fcruple u Jews* fwear on the 
"New Tcftament." Pray, Sir, where do Jews 
fwear on the Ne w Teflament F Is it in the coun* 
try of unfaithful echoes? In England, and every 
other country I know, Jewsfwefir on the Ol» Tefta'" 
ment* There is a Pentateuch provided on purpofe for 
the oaths to be adminillred to Jews in all our courts of 
juilice and public offices. You are as unlucky now ia 
your account of the oaths to be taken by the Jews, as 
you were a few weeks ago about the fkerifs oatb^ 
which yo^falffied, I wi(h to know what oaih^ on 
what book, oU or new^ is likely to bind an atheift 
parfon. The honoitr of Mr. Cotes and Mr. Reynolds 
will I dare fay remain unfpotted till Jews are fw^rn 
on the N^w Tefafnent. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble Servant, 
JOHN WILKES. 

TO THE PRINTER. 

SIR, 
A 5 Mr, Home in his eighth letter to Mr. Wilkes 
has thought fit to continue the fory about my being 
(ownclerk, I ihall fubmit the following f^As to th^ 
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f>ttblic : Tiiey will beft determine on which fide troth 
lies. 

The beginning of June hSt I accompanied Mfw 
Home to feveral gentkment houfes in Weilminftei' 
for fubfai^ons for the widow Bigby. Upon our 
return into the city, Mr. Home told me that Mr. 
Wilkes and he had been talking about me ; that Mr. 
Wilkes had propofed to him that I fbould iland for 
the office of bailiff of the Borough in cafe of a vacancy « 
as I had as good a claim to public favour as Mr. 
Beardmore. I inftantly replied, that I had no in- 
tention of being a candidate for that, or any other 
city office i and that I woold affiA Mr. Beardmore an 
his ele£Hon. Not a word paiTed then, or at any other 
time, about the office oi town-c/erA, 

On the 5th of Febmary laft, Mr. Crofsley, late 
#tie of the common-council of Biihopfgate-ward, came 
to my houfe between feven and eight in the evenings 
and defired to fpeak to me ; but being informed chat 
1 was not at home, but in the neighbourhood, he 
told Mr. Baunton (who was then my clerk) that the 
bailiff of the Borough was exceedingly ill, and likely 
to die, and that many friends to the caiife wiihed 
that I might fucceed him, Mr. Beardn^ore being 
dead. Mr. Baunton came to me at a gcntkmati^s 
houfe in the neighbourhood, and reported Mr. Cro^^ 
ley^s medage ; when I immediately ddired Mr. 
Baunton to thank Mr. Crofsley and the other friends ; 
that I was exceedingly obh'ged to him and them for 
their kind offers i but that I flionld not be a candidate 
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for that or any other city office at prefent. I faw Mr« 
Crofsley a day or two after, and repeated the decla- 
ration to him. 

On the 23d of March ]aft» Mr. Bellas, and Mr« 
Kix of the town-clerk's cfEce, dined with n\e at my* 
houfe in Lime ilreet. After dinner I afked Mr. Bel- 
las why he flayed fo long in the country from public 
bufinefs ; when he anfwered, he came at laft very re* 
lufbrntly, and was very unhappy to find a divifion 
amongft our friends ; that he underilood that Mr. 
Wilkes would hurt the public caufe hy jobbing the city ; 
for that Mr. Home and Mr. Alderman Townfend 
had been down with him lately at his houfe at Farn- 
ham, and told him that Mr. Heaton Wilkes was to 
be chamberlain of London ; that I was to be town- 
derk, and had advanced Mr. Wilkes 200]. in confide- 
ration of his fervices in the eledlion. I immediately 
informed Mr. Bellas that the whole was a fidion ; 
that I never had direftly or indiredly converfed with 
Mr. Wilkes about that or any other city-office. Mr* 
Bellas then (aid, I was talking with fome friends 
ycfterday, and we all agreed you might properly 
fland for bailiflfof the Borough ; Mr. Beardmore be- 
ing dead, you are the proper perfon. I thanked him 
and my friends for their good wifhes, and declared 
that I was determined not to fbind at prefent for that» 
or any other city-ojjice, 

Mr. Crofslcy will attefl that I have told the truth 
as far as I have ufed his name. 
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Mr. Bellas, and I trufl Mr. Rix, will alfo attefl 2$ 
to the truth of what palTed on the 23d of March. 

I have (hewn this account to Mr. Bellas and Mr. 
Crofsley fo far as it concerns them. 

I call upon the gentlemen to whom Mr. Home 
alludes to declare all that they know of any declara* 
tions of mine, either at the London Tavern, or any 
other place^ relative to this fubjed; and whenever 
the truth of my afTertion (hall be doubted by any one» 
except the minijler of New Brentford^ I will not ap- 
peal to acquaintances of jr^^r/^ijy, but to gcntlemei^ 
that have known me upwards of twenty years lafl paft, 
and that are no ways interefted in the prefent difpute. 

Mr. Home in his former letter fpeaks of private 
favours, and his inclination to ferve me. On a fair 
dating of accounts, he will be obliged to admit that 
the balance is in my favour. 

If I (hould hereafter ftand a candidate for any hono- 
rary or lucrative city, office, all the afliftance 1 fhall 
wifli from Mr. Home is, that he will take a part 
againft me, as the befl recommendation to my fellow- 
citizens. 

Lime-Street, Satur- t^tt-kt -nTxtr-B^r^rT^^ 

day, June 1, 177.- J^^^ REYNOLDS. 

To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

LETTER IX. 

I T is eafy to perceive by your letters that yoa 
are of opinion with the countryman, who being afked 



what be Was ibwing, replied, I am (owing fbota 
Why don*t yoa rather fow wife men ? — Becaufis thty 
don*t grow here. — I beHeve» Sir» you may perhaps for 
one feafon more have a pretty plentiful crop i but de- 
pend upon it, there are fpeedily coming upon you long 
years of famine. For my own part, I have not the 
IraH deiire to convince thoie who are not convinced 
by your own letters, efpedally by that letter which 
your brother has figned in lad Friday* s paper. 

It coniifts c£ dcof/ations againft me, and recommend' 
tthns of Mr. Heaton Wilkes^ 

The accufations am, 

1. That i have drawn out Heaton Wilkes's name 
ipifairly. 

2. That I have wantonly brought fal/e and mult* 
thus charges againfl him to prejodice him in a fair 
and bonounMe purfuit. 

3. That I am intimate (in Italics) with Mr» 
Townfcnd. 

4. That I have changed my opinion. 

5. That 1 have a£led a part of which Mr. Heaton 
Wilkes would he aihamed. 

6. That I have uttered 2ijhameful fal/hond in de- 
claring, that he can*vaffed fome months before he was 
ft freeman, and has continued it to this time* 

7. That I have made lying accufations. 

1 . It cannot be unfair for me, when driven to it, 
to tell the caufe of all the abufe which ^v» have poured 
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upon me and others. I could not join iiritlryba in 
many infamous impofitions upon the public: (your 
attempt upon the chamberlainfhip was of that number) 
if r could not filently prevent, it was my duty to op- 
pofe them : my repeated and obflinate refufals ralfed 
your refentment and apprehenfions : what I would 
not affill, you feared 1 (hould obftruft : your re- 
venge and policy therefore urged yOu to an attack | 
and had I been in a fit nation like Mr. Garrick^, at 
the mercy of a momentary delufion of the pubiicj I 
might perhaps like him * have yielded to your unrea- 
fonable difpleafurCy thcfugh I think that with half his 
merit I fliould have had twice his courage. But mine 
is a very different iltuation : I have no more to expetEl 
from the public than from any minifter prefent or 
future } and if I ftiould ever folicit either, I do now 
befpeak their refulkl : minifttrial and court favour I 
know I can never have, and for public favour I will 
ttrcr be a candidate ; I chufe to tell them that^ as far 

• Whilft Mr. Wilkes was in the Kiag's Bench, he fcnt a 
threatening mcflagc to Mr. Garrick to forbid his playin; tlw 
part of Haftings in the tragedy of Jane Shore j oh account of 
fome lines in that play which Mr. Wilkes thought applicable 
to his own (ituation. MK Garrick compJuncd jttecccdjngly of 
the cnielty of fucb an interdict, itii wilbcd to be perniittcd to 
procee4 in his ed^leavours to pleafe the public in the common 
courfe of his profenion. The patriot Wa^ inexorable 5 and 
Mr. Garrick has not appeared m that chara^er fmce. The 
lord-chamhcrlain*s contioli, l)y a^ of parliament, over the 
pleafures of thepobKc^ is eiercifcd only over new plays. 

K 
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fis It aiFefls myfelfy I laugh at the diTpleafure of both. 
Though I knew not thepcrfon of any one man in op- 
pofition, I quitted all my friends and connexions when 
J joined the public caufe, and with my eyes open ex« 
changed eafe and fair fame for labour and reproach : 
However I was always determined not to be engaged 
by party in any thing my mind did not approve ; and 
if 1 could not do good, to retire as I came — ** aUne^ 
•' but not dijhomured,^'* 

2. They who are not (atisfied with the proofs I 
have given that the charges concerning the chamber- 
lainfhip are true, and who think the joint attempt 
of John and Beaton Wilkes upon that office to be a 

fair and honourable fnrfuity are welcome to believe 
me n,vantonly falfe and malicious, 

3. " I have reafon to be well perfuaded that no 
part of Mr. Townfend's conduft wiil ever fct my 
principle at variance with my private friendihip.*' I 
am juftly proud of that intimacy which you wouki 
make my reproach ; and for his fake will be the more 
careful of my adtions^ that he may never be re- 
proached for me. 

4. I have not changed my opinion of you fince I 
knew yoa .at all, except in degree : in that I think I 
am excufable T my fmall experience of mankind and 
my reading, even the exaggerated bad charai^ers of 
plays and •romances, had never farnifhed me with any 
example 01 a character fo hideous as ^ yours : /hould 
i ever find a fecond John Wilkes, my whole fyftcm of 
philofophy would be altered. 
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5. Of what will Mr. Heaton Wflkes hencefor- 
"Ward be afhamed ?— In his letter to Mr. Bellas, in- 
fcrted in laft Thurfdifs paper, he fays, *• My bro- 
ther has kindly affured mc he fiiould ap.provk 
of my offering my ferviccs to the city/' In his 
letter of Friday (the very next day after the ap- 
pearance of the fir ft) he fays, " The only reafon why 
toy brother disapproves of my intention, ftc.'* 
—In his letter to Mr. Bellas he fays, " My brother 
kindly a/Tured me he would do me all thefer'vice in 
his poivcrJ*'' Yet he fubmits entirely to his brother's 
contradidory aflfertion in laft Wednefday's papery 
that John Wilkes told Heaton Wilkes he would in no 
IX- ay be cpnctrned^ and would not /teak to a fingh 
U'verymnnr In his letter to Mr. Bellas, *« the 'very 
great ohligMtiont the livery lie under to his brother*'* 
are made the foundation of his afibrance of fuccefs. 
In his letter of Friday laft, he only " pr^fumes tliat his 
near relationfhip to John Wilkes, Esqu ire, could be 
no ohjeBioH^ and will not be imputed as a demerit-^'* 

6. To prove xht Jhameful falfifood of my declara- 
Ition, that Heaton Wilkes caimajftd fomc months be- 
fore he was a freeman, and has continaed it to this 
time, what does he lay ? — ^* I declare on my honoj^r 
(a third hononretbli man) I have not to this hour 
aikcd any one liveryman Jw his \'o:e." — ** I applied 
to Mr. Home and Mr. Bellas for their afliftance.— J 
added, I (hall be much obliged to you (Mr. Home) 
if yon will fpeak to Mr. Townfcnd.— After I 
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mentioned it to my brother, I /<?/</ my intentions to 
many of my friends : I me: with a general approba-, 
tioa ; (thi? too 1 fuppofe on his honour) I can claim 
many a;//7/^//promires.''— C/«^/^<// In the nameof 
—(what (hall I fay ? By Vhat can the Wilkes's be 
conjured ?) — In the name of your own intereft, tell 
us, of what kind were the applications your brother 
made ? and what i& to be underftood by^the concluding 
h'nes of his "public addrefs to the livery of London, 
who " lie under thofe very great obligations to you ?'* 
i^hat is the meaning of thefe words — ** Give me 
leave to declare with all due refpe£l, that whenever a 
vacancy fhall happen I fhall take the earliell oppor- 
tunity of offering my fervi^es." — How can a canvafs 
hefore a vacancy be declared more publicly ? 
' To the 7th charge I make ik) farther reply. 
. In your brother's addrefs to the livery, I can find 
but two articles of recommendation on which to 
ground his pretentions : t 

1. His near relationihip to John Wilkes, £s- 
<^! RE, as he terms his brother ; and, 

2. That the chamberlainfhip will enable him to 
aiSft the faid John Wilkes, Esqu t r s, more liberally. 

This near relation to John Wilkes, EsqyiRK^ 
(who is now deiirous to aiTift him more liberally) was 
preffed very earneftly by Mr. T. B. a (Iranger to 
them bath, to join with him in bailing a debt for the 
EsQU I R E when he was arrefted during the city elec- 
tion ; but not having then a chamberlainfhip in view, 
he obAinately refufcd, and the very bailiff who ar- 
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refled his brother joined, through indignation^ with 
Mr. T. B. in bail for this near relation. 

If " Mr. Reynolds's honour will (as you fay) re- 
main unfpotted till Jews are fworn (by direction of 
court I fuppofe you mean) on the New Tellament," 
his tefUmony mud then be admitted by you to prove 
that your near relation, being himfelf out of the fcrape* 
advifed John Wilkes, Esqy irb, to run away from 
his bail. Par nobile fratrum ! 

Upon the whole, I allow there could be no objec- 
tion o{ inconjifiency \n their choice ^ if the livery (bould 
chufe to return you both 2Ajheriffi together, or to the 
court of aldermen for the office of iord-mckyor j but 
unfbrtunatejy for your fchcme in queftion, the cle£lioTi 
for the chamberlainfiip is not ufed to bring forih 

TWINS. 

JOHN HO R N E. 
. To the Rev. Mr. H O R f^ E. 

SIR, Prince' I Court, Thuriilay, June 6. 

YOUR ninth letter has rcliered me not a little by 
taking me to the theatre, and recalling to my delight- 
ed remembrance the amazing powers both of natura 
and art in the moft wonderful genius that ever trod 
the Englifh, or perhaps any ftage ; for his rival, Rof- 
cius, had a great defe£l, erat ferfverfiffimis oculis. You 
fay, " WhilftMr. Wilkes was in the King's ficncli^ 
" he fent a threatening mefTige to Mr. Garri<k to 
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'* forbid his playing the part of Hafitngs in the tra" 
•• gedy of yant Sh re i on account of fome h'nes in 
" that play which Mr. Wilkes thought applicable to 
*' his own fituation. Mr. Garrick complained ex- 
** ccedingly of the cruelty of fuch an interdift, &c." 
The whole of this pompous tale is, that fome warm 
friends of Mr. Wilkes imagined that Mr. Garrick 
adled the part of Haftings at that time ii) a manner 
very different from what he had ufually done, and 
marked too ilrongly fome particular paflages, unfa- 
vourable to the generous principles, and to the friends, 
of freedom. They talked of expreiJing their difap- 
probation in the theatre, at the next reprefentation of 
yii«#^i6tfr/,andlikcwifeinthepablicpnnts. Mr. Wilkes 
therefore thought it prudent to date the cafe by two 
or three gentlemen to Mr. Garrick himfelf, and faid 
he feared iht part of Hafitngs might bring on many 
difagreeable confeqaences to the great adtor himfelf, 
as u ell as to Mr. Wilkes and his connedUons» if con- 
tinued in the manner then fkted. Mr. Garrick re- 
ceived the friendly admonition in the moft friendly 
way ; but declared that the gentlemen who had given 
Mr. Wilkes the account of his a^ng HafiingSt had 
greatly mifbiken ; that be had not made the leaft al« 
teration in the ufual maniier of acting that part on ac- 
count of the political difputes of the times, but been 
folely guided by his own feelings \ that he always had 
adted that part, and always fhould play it in the fame 
manner, not however flaviihiy copying himfelf, bu^ 
with all the variety which from tipie to time bis ge« 
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nius might diflate, prefarvrng (till the caft and fpirit 
tf the original charadler. Nothing more paflfed on 
this fubjeft between Mr. Garrick and me, nor has 
that gentleman ever exprelTed the flighted difpleafure 
againll Mr. Wilkes, or his friends, fo far has he been 
from complaining exceedingly of the^ruelty of an in- 
ttrdiSi, which never exifted. 

Did it efcape your memory. Sir, that one of the 
objefiions made at that time by my friends, was 
the peculiar emphalis Mr. Garrick was faid to give 
to the following lines of Haftings^ which fomc thought 
apflicahletoyourfituatiott? 

•V III befall 
*' Such meddling priefts^ who kindle up confufion, 
And vex the quiet world with their njain fcruplti i^. 
hy Heaven 'tis done in pcrfeft fpite to peac^ ?" 






You fay, " I think with half his (Mr. Garrick 's) 
** nierit I Ihould have had twice his courage." If you 
mean theatrical merit y I can tell you of fome parts in 
which you would infinitely exceed aur great £nglTili 
a£tor. I mean all thofe parts from which^/Lc^W/ 
pudor^ verumquet Jidefque, In fuomm fuheunt locum 
fraudesy dolique, infidiaque, l^fc. £«ff . Tou would aS^ 
and he, lago with fuccefs. Mr. Garrick has that in 
him, which muft ever prevent his ailing well in that 
charaftcr. You have that inyou, which would make 
it eafy and natural. Shylock too our Rofcius muit ne- 
ver attempt. The Chriilian priell of Brentford has no 
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wifin firupJes to prevent his undertaking and being ap, 
plauded . in that part. He tnfght then talk of dying 
kis black coat rei fixith blood in an innocent way 
on the ftage, which at Brcptford infpircd a favagc 
^lorror. 

The pleafing hours which Mr. Garrick gave me 
^t the King's Bench I hayededuded from the injury of 
^ long and cruel imprifonment^ and I think of him 
as Cicero did of the great Roman adlor. Cum artifex 
tjiifmockjit, ui folus dignus tvideatur efe, quiinfcena 
JjpeSletur : turn nnr ejujmodi ejl, ut/olus dignus vi4ea' 
tur^ qui eo non accedat^ 

In a former letter I called upon you to authenticate 

the fadl of the draft you pretended I offered you for 

J^teen hundred pounds On the Saturday before the firft 

J\liddlcfex ele^ion. I defined you *f to tell'th^ 

^' banker's name, and the name of Mr. -, o( . 

f • which you ^id not cyen give the initials." I have 
npw, Sir, the pcrmiffion of that gentlepan to ftate to 
the public the whole of what p^jfed between us in his 
prefence. 

(COPY.) 

"To J0»N W|Hf E8^ Efq. 

•f Dear Sir, 
. «f You are welcome to make yvhat ufe you pleafe of 
my letter of the 24th ult. in which ] mentioned the 
bufinefs, as far as I recoiled, of the converfation be* 
tween you and Mr. Home at the King's Arms. 

Your's, &c. 

^une 4, i-j-ji', W Kenrici;.'* 
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(COPY) 

••To John Wilkes, Efq. 

*' S I R, Warwick-Street, May 14, tjjtt 

^' T A M forry to find you have publicly called on 
Mr. Home to name the perlbq who was with you at 
the King's Arms ; when^ he fays, you offered him 
a draft on '* your banker for fifteen hundred 
" pounds." Surely you recolleft it to be one who 
has hitherto avoided meddling in party matters ; to 
which his talents and temper are as h'tde adapted as 
his fbtion. He would be loth, therefore, to have his 
attention now diverted from very different purfuits, by 
an altercation between men of genius and letters ; for 
whom he could wifh ever to entertain a proper re- 
fpe£l. The improbability of the afTertipn Would have 
excufed you from requiring any perfonal teftimony to 
confute it : and the agitation, into which Mr. Home 
was then put by the infult jufl offered him, might alfp 
excufe his not perfedlly recolleding, fo long after* 
1$rards, the particulars of your converfation. Your 
own concern, at that time, may likewife have ppf- 
fibly prevented your remembrance of the circumflances 
attending it. I was an unrufHed, indifferent fp^dbtor. 
You were both Handing, at the top of the flairs, 
when I came up to you ; Mr. Home being warmly 
expoHulating with you on the afiront he had received. 
He repeated the word preamblt with great emphafis 
and difdain ; the chairman of your committee, itfeems, 
j[aid to him, Come^ Sir, none pfyour preafnble. This 
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Mr. Home feemed to dwell on, as a mark of illkerate 
vulgarity, and, 1 well remember, took on himfelf the 
privilege of a fcholar accordingly to call hiin block- 
bead, I do not remember that, in compliance with 
bis opinion, you did, as he fays, fupplicate him not to 
be offended at fuch *' creatures'" as blockheads. Yet 
this you might have done hypothetically, without in- 
tending any affront to your committee. Butifyoa 
did not call them *' creatures,** I know who did s 
and I thought with propriety; for, whatever either he 
or you might think of them, " creatures*' they were, 
and 2a2LTi^t creatures too, fome of them, God knows f 
I made no fcruple therefore to fay fo. If this be z, 
iin, it lies at my door ; and, as you are charged with 
fins enow of your own to anfwer for, it is certainly a 
little hardyovi ihould beburthened with any of mine. 
And yet, even for this, you may in fome meafure 
blame yourfelf. Before you had brought me ac> 
quainted with your friend Home, you (hould have re- 
fle^ed on the advice of our old friend Horace, 

^alem commendts, etiam atque efiam infpice ; ne mox 
Incutiant aliena tihi peccata fudorem, 

1 hope, however, you will not repeat the qucAion to 
Mr. Home; and 1 have reafon to think he will take 
no notice of it ; as ferioufly I did not hear a fmgle word 
abo«t the draft, though I ffaid with you till youi: 
converfation took another turn. Of this I am the 
more confident, as I am certain I (liould have laughed 
moft heartily at hearing you talk, at that time, of 
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bavmg '* more mooey than enough ^t your bankers,** 
and giving a draft o^ fifteen hundred pounds for de-* 
fraying the expence of an open houfe or two at Brent* 
ford. Your firft Middlefex election was carried, by 
the lofs of that for X^ondon. at Guildhall. Had it 
not, Mr. Home might have opened all the houfes ia 
the county ; you would have loft it. And this yoii 
knew too well, to have ventured half the money, even, 
though you fhould haVe really had '* more thaa 
enough ;*' which, I am perfuaded, men of your Ubct 
lal dij(po£tion never will have^ 

« I am, SI R, 

**^ Your humble Servant, 

W. Kin RICK.** 

You affcrt, ^* Though I knew not the perfon of 
'* any one man in oppofition, I quitted all my friends 
" and connexions when I joined the public caufe; 
" and, with my eyes open, exchanged eafe and fair 
** fame for labour and reproach.** I defire to know 
what one friend, and what fingle connexion, you have 
quitted, for the public caufe? Your fair fame at 
Eton and Cambridge forvived a very (hort time your, 
abode at either of thofe places. Will you call an Ita- 
lian gentleman now in town, your confidant during 
your whole refidence at Ginoa^ to teftify the morality 
of your condufl in Italy ?— But I will not write the 
life of Jonathan Wild, nor of orator Henley. 

You declare, '* Minifierial and court fa'vourl know 
•' I can never have, and for public fdvour I will never 



" be a candidate : I chafe to tell them that, as far as 
*• it aflfeifts myfelf, 2 laugh at the diffhafure of both:* 
You well know that no miniiler will ever dare openfy 
to give you any mark o^ court favour, at leall in the 
ehurch: many fecret favours you may, you do, exr 
pc£l, and fome I believe adlually receive. The public 
you ha^e abandoned in defpair, after an aifiduous 
courtfhip of near four years ; but remember. Sir, when 
you fay, that j»o« laugh at their dlj^leafurey the force 
of truth has extorted even from lord Mansfield th^ 
following declaration : *' The people are almoil al-* 
•< ways in the right :• the great may (bme times be in 
*^ the wrong, but the body of the people are always 
** in the right.^* 

I am, SIR, 

Your humble Servant, 

, JOHN WILKES, 

TO THE PRINT |:R. 

SIR, 

I HOPED never to have f(pen my name and Mr. 
Hornets on the fame paper ; bilt a fenfe of honour ob< 
liges me to anfwer his attack in l^is ninth letter to my 
brother. 

At the tjme of the city-eleftion, I was the firft per- 
fon who figned my name and made myfelf account-; 
able as bail for my brother ; the amount was larger 
than prudence (haying a family) could juftify. 

After that I believi? T. p. applied to me to give 



farther bail ; I then ^nolvledge I refufed ; and I d«f 
ciare Mr. tlomc*s affertion that I ever advifed my 
brother to defert his bail is an infamous f^lihood. 
I am^ SIR, 

Your humble Servant^ 

St. John's Square, HEATON WILISES. 

ojune, 1771. ' ^ 

To Mr.^ WILKES. 

LETTER X. 

INJURIES for benefits is the antient commerce 
of mankind. It is not a new branch difcovered by 
Mr. Wilkes, though he certainly carries it on in a 
manner much more extenfive than ufual. After fign- 
ing your name to a declaration that Mr. Oliver (your 
generous benefador) refufed to do yoxijufiice^ lean- 
not wonder you fhould make your attorney fay that 
the balance of private favours between him and me is 
on his fide. I never received any one favour either 
from yott or Mr. Reynolds in my life. You formerly 
accufed me anonymoufly of having c<rile6led various 
fubfcriptibns, and converted them to niy own pur- 
pofes; amongft others^ you mentioned the fubfcrip- 
tion for the appeal of the widow Aigby. You did npt 
do this with any hopes of fixing fuch an imputation 
upon me ; you had a more malevolent defign ; and 
with the fame view you nov/ make Mr. Reynolds fay 
(without the lead relation to any thing in quell ion, 
and in contradidion to your former charge of con- 
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cealment) that he, this mati offpotlffs honour, aceom-^ 
panied me to feveral gentlemens hoofes in Weftmin- 
ftcr for fubfcriptions for the widow ^igiy. No 
doubt, Sir, there is a £ne fet of murderers let 
loofe, whom I have endeavoured to bring to juftice, — 
hf Mioy and Ario ;-^and you, like the infernal magi • 
cian, by pointing out their profecutor, have tacked 
them to vay tail, and bid them*^5//V^ clofe, ht^s. 

But neither this nor the other grofs abufe with 
which you daily fill tbfe papers^ fhall take from me m/ 
temper, nor divert me from my porpofe. I do not 
'^deiire to make myfelf greater or you ]e(s , I defire 
(Dnly to prevent mifchief. I aik ndt the confidence oiT 
the public, nor am I in a fituation to abufe it : my 
good or bad charafler (tho* it is far out of your 
reach) can only benefit or hurt myfelf ; to them it is 
a matter perfedlly indifferent. Not fo with yoo. 
Ytfu are a/»W/r man; and it is heceffary for theii* 
£ifecy that they fhould be told, fince nothing can re- 
ftrain ypu^ to What precipices you would lead them, 
and into what deflrudlion, difgrace and ridicule yod 
Would plunge them. 

It is not by riphmnation, but by defence that yott 
can ever be able to gain their implicit confidente : it 
is not by telling them that I am an afheift^ but bjr 
juftifying the aim and obje£l of your political pur- 
fuits, that you muft expcd their fupport. The ut- 
moft you can obtain by your method of rtcrimna- 
tion is, to have the public fay, Wilkes and Home arc 
both rogues alike, and it is difficult to determine. 
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Xffhkh ?s the greater. The idle, the carelefs and the 
incapable are fure to make this decifion ; bcc^ufe k 
faves the two firft from the trouble of enquiry, and 
the laft cannot form a judgment: to thefe are joined 
the whole minifterial and felfifti tribe, whofe favou- 
rite maxim and whofe real belief it has always been^ 
that, all men are rogues alike, and that patriots of all 
profeflions are the fame. 

Thefe general decifions are very convenient tO€0- 
ver ignorance and palliate knavery. How abfurdf 
that whilft they allow a difference in degree of all 
other virtues and vices ; whilft they are forced to 
acknowledge that all men and women are not equally 
chafte or kiftfol, fobcr or drunken, prudent or prodi- 
gal, &c. they fhould yet contend that all are equally 
mercenary ! Though thefe men do not compofc the 
whole of mankind, they make up a very confiderable 
part ; and your method of controverfy has entirely 
forfeited their afiiftance. Men of rcflcdion, integrity 
and difccrnment are difgufted at the groffnefs of your 
abufe, and perceive guilt to be the caufe of your 
fhaffling evaiions: Hot that I beKeve you wo^ld be 
forry at ihiih removal froxh you, if it were not thai 
you are fenfiblc — " the Jiuce accompanies ihtJlockV 
Thenatural confequence of your behavioar is, that yott 
are at this moment reduced to a little faction of about 
forty very inconiiderable names ; many of them ho* 
neft miftaken or uninformed fimpletons, fome of them 
jovial fellows who look no farther than the laugh and 
«ierriment of the table, and fome of them difap* 
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|)0iilt6d 6r ihtereiled knaves. To tach of tfade id 
his turn you confidentially declare how much yoa 
deipife the xeil \ and ihould every man to whom yoa 
have made fuch a declaration quit your acquaintance, 
you would not have one fool left whom you could 
flatter with the abufe of another ; and if your pre- 
sent adherents will only compare notes together, they 
will ea£]y learn your opinion of them all. 

But to proceed — Having now eftablifhed Mr. Hed^ 
ton Wilkes the declared, ai<vertifing candidate for the 
chamberlainihip of the city of London ; and fecured 
to him your puhlic-fpiriied vote, tho' you difapprovi 
his attempt ; I will in my next begin to (hew youf 
eondad to the public fociety at the London Tavern. 

JOHN HORNEv 

to the Rev. Mr. HORN E/. 

SIR, 
I HAVE with difficulty waded through the dung^ 
hill of abufe in your tenth letter. It contains no nenxt 
charge againft me, but much inveflive and fcurrility 
againft my friends, as honejl^ mifiaken^ or uninformed 
fimpletonSi or jovial fellow s^ who lookno farther than t hi 
iaugh and merriment of the table, or dif appointed of 
interejied kna*ves. I dare fay no gentleman defires that 
any reply (hould be made to fuch attacks from fuch a 
quarter. The rancour of your heart is well known;^ 
and in addition to it, experience confirms that/^/ cor- 
ruption of a rotten diiine is the gentration of a four 
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ittfic^ As to myfelf, the war I have waged with you 
has been a war of defenct. The tedioufneis of it is 
not my ^lult. I fear the pubtic are at length heartily 
tired of us both, of yoiir falfhoods and of my confuta- 
tions. It is really time to retire^ for with the grace 
of novelty almoil every other recommendation to 
public favour is now loft in the prefent difpute. 

Another kind of buiinefs begins to demand my at- 
tention ; bufinefs of a more important and interefling 
nature. I therefore give you notice to £oi(h your 
charges againft me by the Wedne(<}ay preceding 
Midfummer. Should your letters fwell to ttumher 
farty-fioe^ no anfwer to any, which may be publifhed 
after that day, (hall be given by me to the Rev. Mr. 
Horne. 

I am^ S I R» 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 
, To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

LETTER XL 

WHILST you were candidate for the city of Lon- 
don, k fubfcription was opened on the 19th of March 
1768, at Lee ahd Ayton's, the bankers, for the pay- 
ment of your debts : the truftces for which were Mcfl*. 
John Mills, Samud Vaughan, Richaixl Oliver, Lewis 
Mendez, George Hayley. Thefe and a few other 
gentlemen fttbfcribed very liberally^ and great expec- 

L 
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tations were formed of its probable produce ; bat thtf 
public cannot be faid to have contributed. This back- 
wardnefs was fuppofcd to proceed from an apprehen- 
fion that the fubfcription would not be applied to the 
payment of your debts, but to fupport your eleftion » ^ 
the ufefulnefs of which was not at that time generally 
undcrftood. To obviate this objeftion, a promife was 
/nade by the truftees that no part of this fubfcription^ 
fliould be applied to eleftion purpofes; the public 
were flill backward to fubfcribe; and the whole 
amount of the fubfcription from March 19, 1768, to 
February 20, 1769, was 1 116I. 7 s. 7d. — Your debts 
were at this time fuppofcd to amount to about 6000 1. 
— Twofiillings andfixfence in the pound were there- 
fore offered to fuch as would accept a compofition ; 
with a promife that if the dividend fhould be greater, 
they who accepted the t^wo Jhillings and fixpence (hould 
receive their proportion. As fail as fomething was 
paid, fomething was likewife added daily to the lift 
of your debtc; and inftead of encreafing the dividend, 
it was difcovered that/wi? fifiUings and fixpence was 
more than could be paid. Your beft friends, even 
thofe who were moft able and generous, defpaired.of 
the poilibility of extricating you. Another fubfcription 
was however opened by a few gentlemen (almoft all 
tjie fame) for your election expences : This latter fub- 
fcription amounted to 1227L 3 s. You were 

chofen for the county of Middlefex v and foon after,' 
in this defperate fituation of your private affairs, were 
fcntcnced to two years impfifonmcnt, and two fines 
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of one thou/and pounds. • Privilege gave f6me fefpiCO 
from your debts; but notwichilanding this and the 
generofity of individuals, (many of whom exerted 
themfelves in prefents to you much beyond their (la- 
tions in life) ic was found exceedingly difHcult to furw 
ni(h you even a daily fupport* Moll of thofe whQ 
were (o generous to you at that time, have fmce beeu 
the objeds of . y our bittereft refentment. The bed 
method then found for a little knot of public-fpirited 
men (who bore the whole burden with very unequal 
force, drained as they were by fubfcriptions and ex-? 
pences) to procure you a neceilkry fubfiilence was, to 
have very frequent meetings at the King's Arms Ta- 
vern in Cornhill ; where each paid a little more than 
his (hare of the reckoning, and when the overplus 
amounted to about fen pounds, it was regularly fent 
to you. 

Never furely was a great public caufe fo overlaid 
with the wickednefs and folly of an individual as the 
prefent ! Every day brought frefli difiiculties and dif- 
grace on Mr. Wilkes ; and yet he was the only per- 
fon who all the while felt no diftrefs, denied himfelf 
ho expence, was neither fenfible nor apprehenfive of 
any difgrace. The juft abhorrence of Mr. Wilkes 
as a private man, kept many good men at a diflance. 
from the caufe of the people, which was unhappily 
blended with his perfonal perfecution : The friends of 
that caufe were therefore anxious to cover if pcffible, 
or to leffen the infamy, of which he, was carelefs. 
The breach x>f truft commiued by him towards the 
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Foundltng'ioJ^Ual begaa to make a notfe; being 
found upon enquiry to be too true, it demanded their 
earlieft attention. Two gentlemen immediately ad- 
ranced tbret hundred poufub to the hofpital, and en- 
gaged tbemfelves to pay the remainder. The whole 
fum due from Mr. Wilkes to the Foundling-hofpital 
amounted to 990 1. is. ^.d. 

Whilil matters were in this fituation and every day 
growing worfe, you were unjuftly expelled from the 
Houfe of Commons ; and that expuliion was the cauie 
of the SociETir at the London Ta^uem, 

Many gentlemen, anconnefked with each other, 
had long been wiihing for fome afibciation to be fet 
on foot for public purpofes, and it had been much 
talked of as a meafure capable of producing great be- 
nefit to the public: The prefent feemed a proper 
moment for it« and it was propofed by Mr. Townfend 
inftantly to begin* 

When firft I knew that gentleman, he was deter- 
mined (though warm in the public caufe) never to 
have any connexion or intercourfe with Mr. Wilkes, 
whofe charader he knew too well not to deteit But 
when the Houfe of Commons rejj^ded the material 
part of your petition, and were determined unjuftly 
to expel you, in order by ffaripping you of privilege 
to leave you a perpetual prifoner in the King*s Bench 
for debt (iince Lord Mansfield had not dared, as he 
endeavoured, to imprifon you for life, by means of 
the outlawry), Mr. Townfend then confented that I 
&ould mtroduce him to you ; and he fpoke to you 
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for the firft time in tbe committee'room of die houCs 
of Commons, when they voted your petition to be 
/a//e, gr9undlefsy &*r. And Mr. Townfend did this 
to let the miniilry onderfbnd that they would gain 
nothing by injuftice ; hot would fo far attach to the 
4Caufe <eyen th<^e who n>o(l heartily defplfed the man, 
s& to f efcue joa even from the legal confequences of 
an illegal perfecution. 

You wereiexpelled on the 3d o£ February 1769, and 
nechofen on the 16th of the fame month : Your elec- 
tion was decUced void on the if^ and yourCdf voted 
incapable of being eleded into the prefent parliament. 

The miniftry had now every reafon to believe, that 
hy keeping you out of the Houfe, they ihould for 
ever confine you in a jail : They knew that a fub- 
fcription had been opened for you on the 1 9th of 
March 1763, when your debts were faid to amount 
only to 6000. 1 i and they could not be ignorant that 
this fubfcription produced only 1 1 1 6 1. 7 s. 7 d. The 
amount of your -debts was now encreafed, and faid 
$,0 be about 14,000!. Add to this, that there were 
^wo fines of loool. to be paid ; and beddes the ex- 
pences of r^/i/^?/^^ elections, fupport was to be provi- 
ided for you two years in prifon. To extricate you 
from fuch difficulties feemed impoiUble, not only to 
jniniftry, but even to thofe who were mofl able and 
willing to contribute. In this fituation the eflablifh- 
mcnt of a Socibty was propofed : The plaff was 
formed and executed in great haile : Mr. Sawbridge 
jand Mr. Townfend laboured nt one end of the town, 
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" whilft (bmc pcrfobs were cinploycd[ at the other, to 
give a general notice of the deiign, and to collefl as 
many refpedlable perfons as pofiible, whofe fentimentft 
and wifhes were known to be public. On the 20th 
of February 1 769, only three days after the vote of 
incapicitation, the firft meeting of the Society ' wal 
held at the London Tavern : A fubfcription was im^ 
mediately made by the gentlemen prefent, which a- 
mounted to 3023 1. — A ^f©a</ meeting was held fitve 
days afterwards, on the 25th of the fame month, 
ivhen they aiTumed the name of Supporters of the Bill 
of Rights, A very worthy member of the Houfe erf 
Commons propofed that name as moft expref&ve of 
the puhlic intentions of the Society, which difdained 
the notion of being merely a club for Mr. fFiiies, of 
whom the greater part had a very bad opinion. Still 
farther to avoid any fuch imputation, it was at this 
fecond meeting refolved that Mr. Wakes'* s health 
fhould never be given in that Society as a public toaft ; 
and this refolution has been uniformly obferved : Still 
farther to avoid mifappreheniion, the Society defired 
me to draw. up an advertifment which fhould declare 
their purpofes to the public. I inflantly drew up the 
following, which. 'was approved and publifhed in all 
the papers. 

" London Tavern, Feb. 25, 1769. 

" Ma MY gentlemen, members of parliament and 
others, dinfefied of every perfonal conjideration, and 
uncofjne^cd nvitb uny party ^ have formed themfelvca 
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aotoa Society at the London Tavern, under the title 
ot 'Supporters of the BUI of Rights. Their fole aim 
is to maintain and defend the legal, conftitutional H- 
herfy of the fubjedt. They mean to fupport Mr. 
. Wilkes and his caufe, as far as it is a public caufe. 
For this parpofe they folicit the countenance and en- 
couragement of the public^ nvhofe advantage and 
emolument alone ure intended.'*'' 

At the third meeting of the Society, March 7, 

(only three iveeks after xks&firfi) three hundred pounds 

.were given to Mr. Wilkes^ and a committee was 

appointed with Ulfe treafurers to enquire into the fe- 

.^eral demands tpon Mr. Wilkes. 

At the ninth meeting of the Society, June 6, (only 
£fteen weeks from it's firft eftablifliment) it appeared 
.that 4553 1, had been expended in the compofition of 
.debts, &c. for Mr. Wilkes; and a farther fum of 
2500 1. was ordered to be iflued by the treafurers for 
the farther difcharge of Mr. Wilkes's debts during 
the fummer. After which, and a vote of 300 1, more 
to Mr. Wilkes, the Society adjourned to the loth of 
Odober following. 

Any man who reads this account will naturally fup- / 
pofe that Mr. Wilkes muft have felt and expreffed the / 
warmeft gratitude to a Society like this, which in fo 
ihort a time had performed fuch wonders in his favour. 
Whoever (hall fuppofe fo, will be much miftaken : 
He abhorred the Society and it's members. The 
Declarations of" the moft rcfpeftable part, dif 
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jelaimtng a perfonal attachment to Mr. Wilkes, and 
/profeFmg only a regard to the pabHc, difgufted him 
I cxtiemeYy; thcuEsoLtJTiON that his health ibould 
' never be given as a public toajt in that Society, and 
the A p V £ RT I s E M £ N T of fuppoiting him mid his caupt 
9nly as far as it was a fubHc cai^Cy were never for- 
given. Beiides, he entertained a ^fe notion that ha4 
not this Society been inftitnted, he fliould faMnfelf 
have received all the read^f morny fubfcribed by the 
Society into his own hands ; what they applied to the 
diTcharge of his debts, he coxifidered as a kind of rob- 
bery ; and hated tbem for their care of him, as profli-r 
gate yoong heirs do the guardians who endeavour 
to fave them from deftrodion. Add to this an apprew 
heniion left the Society flioold gain the poblic oonfiT 
dence ; and, not being his creatures, fhould hereafter 
be ibbng enough to oppofe effectually the extrava- 
gant foolifii notions he had formed of his own 
greatnefs; merely to ht proteBed dsx& not anfwer 
his expedbtions; improbable as it may appear, 
he dreams of nothing lefs than of' being him(e!f 
PROTECTOR. He therefore from it's very inftimtion 
determined the deflrudtion of the Society ; becaufe he 
knew they meant only the king and the /^ot;/,— but 
the king according to the iaijus. My induftry and zed 
for a Society capable of To much future good, as well 
9s the fincerity with which I always fpoke difagree- 
able truths to Mr. Wilkes, entitled me to a confider-f 
able (hare of his refentment. I had not only drawn 
vp the offenfive advertijement^ but at all times warmly 
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ioombated thofe few of \m inooafidenrte psatmm who 
"were conftandy cndeavottriDg to narrow the Society, 
and convert us only to a fponge which &oald fuck op 
the geoero6ty of the public to be fqoeezed into his 
focicet. The lac^-laughter fungfroid of the parfon 
was tke conllant topic of his ridicnFe, and he com- 
^[^ned that wlienever I appeared I cafl a gbom over 
the mirth of his company. His diipoiition towards 
the Society was not altered for the better by the fre- 
^qaent remonftrances I xs^^ to him, at the repeated 
fequeft c^many of his inoft g^cnerons fubicribets, who 
were mach dii&tisfied at his Jaced Jivecies and his 
Fhncb fervants in his iituation ; wiiom no motives of 
|x>licy9 or honefiy, or fhame have hitherto made him 
difcard. 

To cover the real canfes of his di0!itisfadion, Mr. 
Wilkes pretended to take it much'amifs that the So- 
ciety ibould mention his DEBTS in their advertife- 
jnent; as if there was any fecret in the matter ; and 
he feized the £rft opportunity to complain of it as an 
indignity offered to him ; forgetting that he had him- 
self long before pabliihed a very abjed advertifement, 
pretending to return thanks to his generous benefa&or 
iot the kind donation of an hundred pounds.; but really 
to excite the compaflion of the charitable. 
• The Society continued to make great progrefs in 
die affairs of Mr. Wilkes ; though, it mull be con* 
fefled, with very little affiftance from the public at large 
out of the Society. They had paid all his eledlioA ex- 
peaces^ and one of his fines of 500 1. they had con^? 
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l^ounded'a very confiderable portion' of his debts; 
when on the 24th of October they voted him 300 1. 
4nore, making in the whole 1000 1. for his pocket. , 

A few weeks after this vote Mr. Wilkes obtained a 
verdi^^l againft lord Halifax, with 40CO 1. damages : I 
waited on Mr. Wilkes and endeavoured to peifuade 
"him that he was bound in honour, in honefly and policy 
to fendthefe 4000 1. to the London Tavern in aid ta- 
warda the payment of his debts : I reprefented to him 
the poverty of our bank, which had indeed advanced 
too far, and was in debt ; I endeavoured to make him 
fenfible that 4000]. at that time would go farther in 
compounding his debts than 10,000 1, would (bme^ 
time afcerwards : I (hewed him the reputation he 
would gain by this aft of common honefly and por 
licy, and that he would encourage the public to fub- 
fcribe towards him, and bind the gentlemen of the 
Society in honour never to quit him till they had at 
leaft returned him his 4000 1. though it was employed 
in the difcharge of his own debts. I laboured in vain : 
reaJy cajh made Mr. Wilkes deaf lo my arguments." 
He would not fend a penny to the Society for the dif- 
charge of hii oiAin debts, though it was not many 
weeks f:nce the Society had in one year voted him the 
laft part of a thou/an J Tpound for his fapport. 

The Society however went on chearfully with the 
difcharge of his debts ; and having beyond all expec- 
tation made fo confiderable a progrefs in fo ihort a 
time, and having now reduced his debts within fome 
compafs, fome probable profpeft of finally difcharging 
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thfem, we began to look back with'plcafufc on wlwit 
had been done, and to confider what ftili rcrnaincd tO 
do. Many things had happened in the manner of 
Compounding the debts, ^hich were not very fatis- 
faftory to thofe who examined them : demar.ds were 
daily brought in for debts compounded, which hatf 
never been examined or heard of before payment ; ani 
fome debts delivered in, for inllance, &s 90 1, had been 
compounded as 160I. And though thefe and many 
other things might arife from mirtake and error 
(which however we did not believe) they were not 
pleafing ; and it was thought that fuch accidents 
ought to be prevented. On the 23d of January, 
1770, the Society determined, that they would ** at 
"" their next meeting take into confideration the ftate 
** of Mr. Wilkes's affairs." At the next meeting, 
Feb. 6, a committee of accounts was appointed for 
that purpofe, which •* the treafurers and Mr. Rey- 
** nolds (as agent for Mr. Wilkes) were requefted to 
** attend, with fuch papers and accoQnts relative t6 
'*' the faid affairs as were in their pofreflion.'* This 
'committee found great difnculties to encounter ; and 
it appeared evidently that there was an intention 
fomewhere to prevent our ever obtaining exa^ lifts 
of debts, or coming to a certainty of what we had 
ftill to do for Mr. W^ilkes's final difcharge. Thefe 
fiudied difficulties encreafcd our fufpicicns, and fhewed 
us the neceffity of being more refolutc and diligent 
to fix and determine the demands on Mr. Wilkes. 
Accordingly at the »t^/ meeting, Feb. 20, it was 
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Again ** Refblred, that the committee of accounts be 
** requefted to take the ftate of Mr. Wilkes's afFairt 
*' into farther confideration, and report to the Socic- 
" ty at the next meeting, an account as well of fwhai 
•* part of his debts new remetim unfattsfied^ as of the 
'* beil mode and means for fettling them t as alfo an 
" account of what fums have been already dUfourfedb/ 
** this Society, with the vouchers for the iame. That 
'* the faid committee meet on Saturday next, at ele- 
'' ven o'clock in the forenoon. That the treafurers of 
*' this fociety, the fecretary, . and Mr. Reynolds (as 
** agent to Mr. Wilkes; be requefled to attend at the 
** faid ccHnmittee with the neceflkry papers.'' The 
a^ve and prying members of this committee met 
with mortifications enough : but they perfevered with 
great diligence ; they admitted every claim of every 
kind from every quarter, that could with the greateft 
induftry be difcovered from March 19, 1768, to April 
J 7, 1770: and of thefe they formed one general lift, 
which was produced by the committee on the ]L7th of 
April : .and to prevent, as was then imagined, the 
foffibilitj of any future tricks and impofliions, this 
general lift of all the remaining claims on Mr. Wilkes 
was by order of the Society entered in the book of 
Subscriptions, that it might lay conftantly on the 
table, open to every member. 

This lift oi remaining debts amounted to 682 il. 1 3s. 

Whilft thefe things were in agitation, the Society, 
pn the 6th of February, 1770, received a letter from 
jjthe Commons houfe pf affembly of Sgutb^Carolina, 
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with a rttb(cription of 1 5C0I. It was refolved thzt a 
letter of thanks iho»Id be returned to the Speaker^ 
&c. of the Commons houie of South Carolina,- One 
of the members of the Society, a gentleman, of the 
dearefl public principles and of much merit, drew up 
^iry hafiilj a letter of thanks on the occailon, which 
he ihewed to Mr. Wilkes for his opinion. Mr^ 
Wilkes commended it extravagantly, and eameflly 
prefTed the committee to adopt the letter » and he 
took ibme extraordinary tneafures that it might be 
adopted by the Society. When the committee had 
read it, they judged it for many reafons highly im- 
proper. It was not difficult to fee the motives of 
Mr. Wilkes for making fo Arong a point of this 
meafure. He was difpleafed at the Commons houfe 
of South -Carolina, for not fending the money to him- 
felfv and he enjoyed the opportunity of making, 
bpth them and the Society ridiculous. Some of us 
waited on Mr. Wilkes to diiTuade him from pufhing. 
this letter : he perfifted ftrenuoufly in recommending 
it : I defired him to tell us ferioufly upon hit honour 
whether he did recommend it to us to fend that let- 
ter ? He put his hand formally upon his bofom, and 
declared upon his honour, that he did mofl ferioufl^r 
approve and recommend it. We were amazed at his 
effrontery : however, upon my prefling him with par- 
ticular pailages, and defiring his judification and ex*- 
planation of them, he was forced to declare that— r 
*' to be fure it would not be fit to fend fuch a letter to 
the gentlemen of York/hire^ or any other county ia 
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England ; but was admirably calculated for the meri- 
dian o^ South' Car olinay Such was his fincerity to 
the friend who confulted hJm ! Such was his grati- 
tude to South' Carolina! Such was his zeal for chd 
public caufe, that he wifhed toexpofe and undo in this 
treacherous manner a fociety which was evidently 
more capable of ferving the public than any that had 
ever before been eftablilhcd in this country \ Mr. 
Wilkes had always hated the Americans, was always 
the declared foe of their liberties, and condemned their 
glorious ftrugg!es for the rights of humanity, not only 
when he ignorantly expelled to be fent out governor 
of Canada f but even after his confinement in the^ 
King's Bench ; and many gentlemen as well as 
jnyfelf, can remember the difputes which he has 
often maintained with us before large companies in: 
the King's Bench, againfl the liberties of America. 
Tht ferfonal compliment of a letter to him from 
Bofton foftened his language ; but not fo much as to 
make it proper for him to take the advice I gave 
him before feveral gentlemen, that he fliould burn the 
flattering anfwer he had read to us, and write to the 
Bofionians his real fentimcnts, which he was then talk- 
ing to us againft them. The compliment paid to him^ 
by the letter from Bofton^ was eiFaced by the affront, 
as he thought it, offered him by South-Carolina, He' 
confidered their fubfcription to the London Tavern a^ 
1500I. out of his pocket, and no doubt felt the con- 
tempt he exprefTed for them, who could prefer the 
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payment of bis debts to furnifhing him with rea^» 
monty. 

What pafled between us on the fubjeft of the pro- 
pofed letter to South^Carolina did not reflrain Mr* 
Wilkes : his brother, his attorney, &c. &c. formed a 
party to carry the letter at the next general meetings 
Feb. zo, 1 770. Mr. Wilkes's opinion, his approba- 
tion and recommendation of it were flrongly preiled 
upon us ; and their behaviour was fo very indecent 
as forced me at laft to relate what Mr. Wilkes had 
faid upon the fubjed, and to appeal to thofe who had 
been prefent. The Society was very numerous, and 
Was clearly of opinion that the propofed letter was 
highly improper s and another letter, which has iince 
been publiflied, was fent inftead of it ; and thus the 
Society was for that time faved from the firft vigo^ 
rous attempt of Mr. Wilkes to deftroy it. Mr^ 
Wilkes did not want underibnding to know, that if 
by any means a fociety of that kind could be made to 
expofe itfelf in a ilriking inilance, it would from thait 
moment be annihilated ; for it's vtry exigence for 
any good pnrpofes to the public muft depend upon* 
their opinion. 

On the I oth of April, 1770, Mv.W\\kei*sfecond 
fine of 500 1. was ordered to be paid ; and from that 
time to the 1 7th we met daily, in order to remove 
every obftacle which might arife to his enlargement 
on the 1 8th. But whilft we were fo anxious and in- 
defatigable to releafe him from prifon, we were not 
k(s cautious to provide againft the attempts which we 
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forefaw he wonid afterwards make to deflroy the. 
Society. Hitherto almoil every man that fabfcribed 
any thing at the Society had been admitted as a mem- 
ber : the enornioas fum neceilary to be raifed for the. 
leliefofMr. Wilkes^s incumbrances would not then 
permit us to be very nice $ but we were now within 
fight of land, and within fight of danger too : it was 
therefore this day " Refblved, that for the futurii 
no perfon (hall be admitted of this Society otherwife 
than by ballot j*^ and the particulars of the ballot 
were appointed. 

In thb iitoatioa were the a£fairs of the Society 
when you came out of the King's Bench on the 1 7th 
of April, I770» wAy faurinn months fince its fifft 
cflablifhment. Your eledUon expences of 29731* 
were paid 1 — your two fines of loool. were dif- 
charged 1— •! 2,000 1. of your debts were compounded f 
-<-you had a thou/and pounds from the Society, be** 
fides all the private prefents you received ; — you re- 
(erved to yourfeif ih&four tbmtfand pounds recovered 
from Lord Halifax ; — and there remained only 
6,62 1 1. 139. to be compounded of your debts. 

In my next I will proceed to ihew the return you 
made to the Society and the public for tbefe obliga- 
tions ; from whic)i may eafily be colleded your gra^ 
iitude to the one^ and your regard for the other. 

JOHNHORNE. 
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To the Rci^. Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Prince's Court, Friday, June 14. 

W £ R £ I to adopt the coarfeft language which 
is afed by honeft indignation to the molt prodi* 
" tute and abandoned charaders, I think I (hould 
be jaftified/' were the introdu£lory words of 
the letter you publiflicd with your name to Sir Wil* 
liam Beaachamp Prodlor, on the 13 th of December 
1 768. I am ftire that I fiiould be fuWy jufitfieii in the 
fame expreilions to a gentleman in My orders^ who 
perpetually (ports with truth, and after the moft com- 
plete detection of one fallhood, even beyond the pof- 
fibility of a reply, ftill continues to advance more, 
without the leaft fenfe of (hame or remorfe^ Such 
has been your conduct to me. In the fame letter you 
fay, I have yet a chara3er to lose. Your words 
were prophetic. You knew that it muft be loft^ and 
could not htkept ; for you add, I ha've never yet 
fignedn^ name to a lie. You appear even at that 
time to have taken a peep into futurity. 

YoB make no anfwer to Mr. Kenrick's letter on the 
bufinefs of the pretended draft for 1 500 1. but you 
proceed to heap on yourfelf the guilt of various, new, 
complicated ^Ifhoods. After endeavouring in vain 
to embroil me with every friend, public and private, 
at home, you crofs the Atlantic with the foolifh hope 
of fettingme at variance with our brethren of America^ 
that you may divide all thofe who arc now embarked 
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together in the fame glorioas caufe. In your eleventh 
letter you fay, ** Mr. Wilkes had* always hated the 
•* Americans, was always the declared foe of their li- 
•' berties, and condemned their glorious ftrugglcs for 
" the rights of humanity, &c.** *' Many gerifle- 
•* men, as well as myfelf, can remember the difputerf 
' ' which he often maintained with us before large 
'* companies in the King^s Bench, againft the liber- 
** ties of America^ Will you be fo good, Sir, as 
give us .the names of fome of thefe many gent I t men f 
I dare you to particularize any one perfon of credit, 
who will tellify that I ever at any time maintained 
a diffute againft the liberties of America. My fen- 
timents on that fubjedt are well known. The caufe 
of liberty in America received every afiidance I could 
give on the late important occafions, by the feeble pro- 
ductions of this pen. In no other way could I be 
ufeful in a prifon. When you aflert, that " Mr, 
*• Wilkes had always hated the Americans ^ was al- 
•* ways the declared foe of their liberties," your 
confcience whifpers you, that you know the con- 
trary, that he is a friend to the liberties of mankind, 
ihat he has in repeated converfations with you been 
the declared advocate of the Americans, that, at the 
moment of their greatell diflrefs, with a generous 
warmth he fuppbrted their caufe, and that you for- 
merly appeared to fympathize with the tender feelings 
of a heart which bled for their fufFerings. The foI-> 
lowing letters, written above two years 2go, which 
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ydu particularly applauded at that tifne^ will give thd 
world my opinion of the American conteil. 

(COPY) King's Bench Prifon, 

" Gentlemen, >^^ '9' '7^«- 

«' I am extremely honoured by your letter,, and 
the valuable prefent which accompanied it. No- 
thing could give me more (atisfadion than to find the 
true fpirit of liberty fo generally difFufed thro* the 
xnoft remote parts of the Britiih monarchy. I thank 
you very heartily for the generous and rational en-^ 
tertainment of the Farmer* s Letters^ . in which the 
caufe of freedom is perfectly uilderiioody and ably 
defended. 

*' As a member of the legiflature, I (hall always' 
give a particular attention to whatever refpe^s the 
interefts of America ^ tjohich I believe to be immediately 
conne&ed ^withy and of ejfential moment to our parent^ 
country y and the common ^welfare of this great political 
J^'ftem, After the iirft claims of duty to England, and 
of gratitude to the county of Middlefex, none (hall en- 
' gage me more than the afEairs of our colonies, which 
I coniider as the propugnacula imperii^ and I know 
how much of our ftrengch and weight we owe to, and 
derive from them. 

" I will ever. Gentlemen, avow myself a 
FRIEND TO UNiVFRSAL LIBERTY. I hope free- 
dom will ever floariih under j^^vr bemifphenas nuellas 
ours^ and I doubt not from your fpirit and firmnef*. 
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that yoa will be caitfbl to tranfmit to your poAe« 
rity the inTaluable rights and franchifes which you 
received from your ancefton. lAbtrty I oonfider as 
the birthright of roery fubjed of the Britifh em- 
pire, and I hold Magna Cbarta to be in as foil 
force in America as in Europe. I hope that thefe 
truths will become generally known and acknow- 
ledged through the wide extended dominions of 
our fovereign, and that a real nnion of the ^vobolt 
will prevail t9fa*ue 4be nmboU^ and to guard the public 
liberty, if invaded by defpotic miniilers, in the moft 
remote, equally as in the central parts of this vail 
empire. 

'' It fhall be the ftudy of my life. Gentlemen, to 
give you and all my fellow-fubjedb the deareft proofs 
that I have at heart the welfiue and profperity of 
t^Htty part of this great monarchy. The only am- 
bition I feel is to diflioguilb myfelf as a friend of the 
rights of mankind ^ both religious and crvilj as a man 
zealous for the prefervation of this conftitution and 
tmifovereign^yfiTHKi^hovx laws and native 

I«IBBaTIE8 THAT ASK NOT BIS LSAVB,if Imay 

life the expreflion of Milton. My condufl fhall be 
fieady and uniform, directed in every point by ao 
obedience to the laws, and a reverence to the eon- 
fiitution. 

'' The favourable opinion which you are pleafed td 
cxprefs of me, is a great encouragement, and a noble 
reward of my efforts in the fervice of this kingdom* 
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t iiope to {hew oiyfdf sot quite unworthy of an 
bontiur, which I feel as I ought. 

** I am« with great regard, 
*• Gentlemen, your obliged, 

*^ and faithful, humble Servant, 
" John Wilkes." 

*' To the Gentlemen of the Committee of the 
** Sons of Liberty in the Town of Boflon.'* 



(C O P Y) King's Bench Prifon, 

'* Gentlemen, March jp, tyS^, 

** I ihould fooner have acknowledged the very 
great honour of the letter Captain Bruce delivered 
to me, but from a real tendernefs for you, and the 
other friends of liberty in America^ dill more than 
from my own important concerns. I did hope that 
the fpirit of perfecution, which had gone forth 
again^ you, would have abated, and that I ihould 
have had it in my power to congratulate you on the 
ficovery of your rights. If I had been permitted to 
Cake my feat in the houfe of Commons, I (ho old 
have been eager to move the repeal of the late aSf 
which lays the new duties on paper, paint, and other 
articles. I would have done this from the full per- 
fuaiion not only of that ad's being highly impolitic 
and inexpedient, but, in my idea, likewife abfolutely 
unjuft and unconftitutional, a dired violation of the 
great fundamental principles of Britifh liberty. The 
prefent fefTion has been in many inftances moft unfa- 
vourable to public liberty ; but I hope that the next, 
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^nd a more opright adminiflration, willrcflore a// the 
fubjefts 'of the Britifh empire to the pofleffion of 
their rights, and I wi(h to enjoy the fatisfa^ion ot 
contributing to fo noble a work. 

'^ I have read with grief aiid indignation the pro- 
ceedings of the miniftry with regard to the troops 
ordered to Bofton, as if it were the capital of a pro- 
yince belonging to our enemies, or in the poffcffion of 
rebels. Afiatic defpotifm does not prefent a pi£lure 
more odious in the eye of humanity, than the fanc- 
taary of juflice and law turned into a main-guard.- 
I admire exceedingly your prudence and temper on 
fo intricate an occaiion, maintaining at the fame time 
your own dignity and the true fpirir of liberty. By 
this wife and excellent condu£l you have difappointed 
your enemies, and convinced your friends that an 
entire reliance is to be had on the fupporters of free- 
dom at Bofton in every occurrence, however delicate 
or dangerous. Your moderation prevented the efFu- 
iion of blood, which we have feen by the military in 
St. George^s Fields, on the moft frivolous pretext, and 
in the moft inhuman way. 

«* I fubmit to you. Gentlemen, the propriety of a 
publication of any letters, which may pafs between us. 
You are the true judges of what refpcdis the new 
nxjoriJ, Perhaps while I am doomed to this pri{bn, 
unfair advantages might be taken htre againft me, 
which I (hould find it diiHcult to overcome. I leave 
however the whole to your mature confideration, with 
the trucft affurances, that in whaie<ver iK-ay I canfer*ve 



(. i67 ) 

ths generous caufe of iiherty, I 'will he aili've and 
zealous. You will always oblige me by pointing out. 
the particulars refpedling yourfelves. 
** I am. Gentlemen, with 

** Truth and Regard,. your affedlionate, 
'* and faithful, humble Servant, 

"John Wilk e s." 

** To the Gentlemen of the Committee of the 
** Sons of Liberty in the Town of Boilon." 

. Are thefe. Sir, the letters of a man wtho hates the 
Americans^ who // the declared foe of their liberties ? 
The folly of this attack is unparalleled, except in 
your former letters. 

I proceed to the bufinefs of the letter to the ho- 
nourable the Commons houfe of afTembly of South- 
drolina, in anfwer to their letter and noble fubfcrip- 
tion of 1500 1. You fay, ** One of the members of 
** the fociety, (of the hill 0/ Rights) a gentleman of 
" the cleareft public principles and of much merit, drew 
« up fvery haftily a letter of thanks on the occafion, 
** which he (hewed to Mr. Wilkes for his opinion. 
•' Mr. Wilkes commended it extravagantly, and 
•* earneflly prefTed the committee to adopt the letter ; 
•* and he took fome extraordinary meafures that it 
*' might be adopted by the fociety." Mr, Morris^ 
the fecretary at that time, drew up an anfwer, which 
he fliewed to me, firft in the rough draft, and af- 
terwards finifbed. It was difFufe, but fenfible and 
fpirtccd. I approved it, but did not commend it 
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warmly to any of my friends, for it contained many 
compliments to* me perfonally. On this accoant 
chiefly I know that yoa difliked it. Yoa com- 
pliincd that Mr. Morru was a ma4 man^ that the 
letter was execrable, and would bring (he Society 
into difgrace. I (aid that perhaps the letter might be 
thought here rather too difFufe and copious, but Mr. 
Morris had coniidered that it was proper to give the 
g^nxHtmen oi $Qufh Carolina a full expoiition of thp 
fentiments of the Society ; that in America our bre- 
thren were more ftudious of exprefling themfelves with 
force and clearnpfs than with concifenefs and daijjcal 
energy ; that the copious ftyle was theirs | that their 
own produ6lions abounded more jn found reafoning 
than in elegance of didlion ; that they often preferred 
to our clofe flyle adiffufe mode of writing, to avoid 
the poffibiljty of any doubt of their meaning ; that 
in this ilyle Mr. Morris excelled ; that I (hould even 
regret their rivalling Europe in the meretricious arts of 
eloquence, fine writing, and polite literature, for t)iey 
would probably make fuch acquifitionsat the expence of 
Hrength of thought and manlinefsof fentiment, in which 
they excelled the Europeans ; that we were ourfelves 
greatly deficient ; that moll of the modern refinements 
of Europe were the luxurious effects of a debauched, 
vitiated and enervated tafte, which had lofl fight of the 
antient and true elegance and fimplicity ; that very few 
among the Americans had in fa£l fucceeded in either 
of the filler arts of poetry or painting ; thaty^/Vi/, not 
tafte, was their charadlers ; that I knew no fault in 
Mr. Morrises letter, except the compliments to myfelf ; 



that language was, after all, merely the drefs of oor 
thoughts ; and that it was -peevilh and ill-bred to find 
fault with Mr. Morris, only becaufe periods of flrong 
fenfe were not tuned to (he nice ear of Mr. Home. 
Thefe were the fentiments I exprefle^'to you, and 
many of my friends, I never was with the commit- 
tee. The tranfadion happened during my imprifon- 
ment. At the London Tavern I am told, that yoa 
were furious and unmannerly about the fecretary*s 
letter. Mr. Morris, in a good-natured manner, with- 
drew his intended anfwer to the gentlemen of South* 
Carolina, You produced another letter, which, after 
many important alterations made by Mr. Serjeant 
Glynn, and other gentlemen, was at length adopted 
by the Society. 1 deflre an explanation of what you 
mean by extraordinary vieafures. I have given the 
whole of this bufinefs. Will you prevail on your 
new friend, Mr. Morris^ to favour the public with his 
intended anfwer ; and will you give us your own un- 
caftrated letter, as it was firil propofed to the Bill of 
Rights ? The public will then be able to determine 
00 the merits of each performance. 

You advance xhtfiale charge of the breach oftrufi 
committed touards the Foundling Hofpital, I fhall 
give ^tftale anfwer, inferted in ail the public pa? 
pers, when the charge was brought forwards at the 
time of the Middlefex eledion, to which no reply 
was ever made. 

** Mr. Wilkes is now made the mod abandoned 
*^ of mankind, from an affair with regard to the 
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*' Foundling HoJ^tai; and complicated frauds are 
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talked of. The whole of the affair is, he was to. 
pay the tradefmens bills at Aylefbury ; the hofpi- 
tal iifued the money ; the tradefmen did not call 
for it every quarter; and it was left in Mr. 
** Wilkes's hands. When Mr. Wilkes went abroad, 
** all his private affairs were in the hands of a gen- 
*^ tleman, who afterwards fuifered himfelf very great 
*• misfortunes, and none of the accounts are yet fet- 
** tied, but will be very foon. [Tl^ey ba*ve long been 
*' /W^ fettled.'] In what light Mr. Wilkes flood 
«• with refpcft to the tradefmen of Ayleibury, may 
** be guefled ftom their late inHruftions to their 
** members in his favour. " 

Your chronological hiftory of the Society of the 
Bill of Rights is the moil foporific dufe I have taken. 
You quote always partwlly. You give us the adver- 
tifen^nt ordered to be pobliihed at lYitficond meeting 
of the Society on Feb. 25,1 769, and, with your ufual 
pndoor, you omit what was done at the firft meet- 
ing. You preface the account of the advertifement on 
Feb. 25, 1769, *' To avoid mifappreheniion, the So- 
*' ciety defired me to draw up an advertifement which 
•* ftiould declare their purpofes to the public, linjiant- 
*J ly drenu uf the following, which was approved, and 
«* publiftjed in all the papers." If you will not re- 
colledl, / will, what you inflantlj dreio up^ at a prior 
meeting, at the vtxy firfi meeting of the Society of the 
Bill of Rights. The following is an extraft from the 
books of that Society. 1 769, Feb. 20, Serjeant Glynn 



(4s fhi chair, ** 'Rifohved^ That the gentlemen prcr 
•"^ fent at this meeting will contribate, as far as lies 
" in their powery to the independance and fupp ort of 
" Mr. Wilkes^ and that the Rev. Mr. Home be de- 
*' fired to draw ap a paper expreifive of thefe inten- 
*' tions ; who, in purfuance of this defire, infiantiy 
'' dreiv up the following article, which received the 
'* fubfcription of all the gentlemen prefent ** The 
article itfelf is, ** Whereas John ff^ilkeSf Efq, has 
** fufFered very greatly in his private fortune from 
" the fevere and repeated profecutions he has under- 
^' gone in behalf of the public, and as it feems reafon* 
*' able to us, that the man who fufFers for the public 
•* good fhould be fupported by the public, we, &c." 
The fenfe of any fociety could not be more clearly 
afcertained, than by fuch explicit declarations at the 
very firft meeting. Mr. Wilkes was plainly the 
primary^ though not thc^/<f objcft. 

As to the 4000 1. which I recovered againfl Lord 
Halifax, I have always been, and dill am, ready to 
fubmit the application of that fum to the Society. I 
ftated it to the committee of accounts^ who thought 
it a private buiinefs, in which they did not chufe to in- 
terfere. I had not any converfation with you on this 
fubjed till fome months after the verdid. 

You fay, " It was at X^\%fecond meeting refolued^ 
" that Mr. Wilkes's health Ihould never be given in 
*' that fociety as a public toaH ; and this refolution 
** has been uniformly obfervcd." The fad is, that 
the Society determined that only the three following 
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public toafts fhoald be drank ; the King, Magna Cbarta 
and the Bill of Rights, and the glorious memory of 
King JVilliam, There is no refolution in the minutes 
of the Society on this fubjeft. Mr. Wilkes*s health 
was generally given by the chairman as his own pri- 
vate toafl. 

You fay, " Merely to be froteSed does not anfwer 
*• his (Mr, Wilkes* s) expeditions ; improbable as it 
** may appear, \it dreams of nothing lefs than of being 
** himfelf PjQLOTECTOR. HtXYitxtioTtfromits'veryitt' 
** ftitution determined the deftrudion of the Society ; 
** becaufe he knew they meant only the king and the 
** laixjs — but the king according to the laius,''^ Mr. 
Wilkes was at that time fo circumdanced, thathemuft 
be an ideot to wilh the deft ru^ ion of the Society. It was 
to lop the branch on which he fat, and even to lay the 
ax to the root of a noble tree which afforded him 
(helter and protection. I will ftate fwo plain fadls. 
When the diflblution of the Society was moved for 
hy you in April lall, did not Mr. Wilkes actually 
vote againft it ? Did not you vote for the diiTolution ? 
Which of the prefent difputants then had determined 
the drftruSion of the Society ? 

The dreams you mention about a prcteSior are 
thofe of your own diHempered brain, which, if you 
Jiave any regard for the world's opinion of your un- 
derftanding, you (hould not repeat. They are the 
ravings of a Bedlaipite. You were at my elbow on 
the 20th of April 1768, when I declared before the 
pourt of King^s Bench, *' I have been much mifrepce- 
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*' Tented j but under every fpecles of perfecution, I 
•* will Tttrmn^rm and friendly to the monarchy ^diXXXiivX 
** and affedionate to the illuftrious prince who wears 
** the aown» and to the whole Brun/wic line/* 

I acknowledge a king in England, only according to 
the laws. They bound his prerogative and my alle- 
giance. I dare now to fet my name here to what 
the great Algernon Sydney wrote in Rome^ " My 
** thoughts as to king and ^te depending upon their 
" actions, no man (ball be a more £iithful fervant to 
** Him than I, if He make the good and profperity 
** of His ]peo]pleHis glory ; none more His enemy if H$ 
•* doth the contrary'^ 

lam, S IR, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 
To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

LETTER XII. 

ON the 17th of April, 1770, Mr. Wilkes was 
releafed from the King^s Bench prifon i and at the 
next meeting of the fociety, April 24, he was pro- 
pofed to be balloted for as a member ; and at the foU 
lowing meeting. May 8, was unanimoujly choTen. 

In my lafl I (hewed what was the fituation of the 
fociety*s accounts at this time, and dated both what 
had been done, and what remained to do ; viz. 
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Debts of Mr. Wilkes difcharged above 12,000 

To Mr. Wilkes for his fupport « i ,000 

To his eIe6lion expences ■ 2f973 

To his two fines » ■ ' ■ ■■ ■ 1,000 

And by all the lifts of claims on Mr. Wilkes he re- 
mained indebted 6,821 1. 13 s. 

It is proper I (hoald now mention what was Mr. 
Wilkes's vijihle fituation. He had an eftate of 700 1, 
a year, out of which 200 1. a-year was payable to 
Mrs. Wilkes, and an annuity of 150I. was due to 
Mr. Reynolds, he having porchafed the fame for 
I ,coo 1. fo that there remained to Mr. Wilkes a 
nominal 3 $ol. a-year. Befides this income, Mr. Wilkes 
had 2,000 1. in ready money ; the other 2,000 1. of 
the fum recovered from Lord Halifax, were faid to 
be paid to Mr. Reynolds, i. e. i,^col. for Air. 
Reynolds's law-charges, &c, and SodI. to difcharge 
fome debts contracted by another breach of truft to- 
wards the Buckinghamfhire militia, when Mr. 
Wilkes was their colonel. On this foundation, that 
is, with a nominal 350 1. a-year, and 2,0c o). ready 
money, but with a drawback of 6,821!. declared 
debts^ Mr. Wilkes fwhild he was ftill in the King's 
Bench, with many detainers lodged againil him, and 
before he could tell whether the fociety, notwith- 
fianding all their zeal, would be able to compafs his 
enlargement) entered into treaty with Sir Edward 
Ailley for his dwelling houfe in Great George-Streec. 
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TBe terms were eafily agreed to, and nothing flood iti 
the way but Security ; Sir Edward defircd Sbcu- 
RiT Y. Mr. Wilkes, who " had as lief he had put 
** ratfbane in his mouth,*' and who knew that though 
I could not laugh at his jeft, I could fometimes do his 
bufiiiers, was deiirous to turn over to me the employ- 
ment of procuring fecurity, fuch gloomy matters be- 
ing, as he had experienced, perfectly fuited to my dif- 
pofition. I was too dull, to taHe the pleafantry of fuch 
an arrangement. Mr. Reynolds had bought in the 
annuity of 1 50 1. merely to give Mr. Wilkes an op- 
portunity to repurchafe it ; and I thought one of his 
thoufands, if he would not lendt\itm for the diicharge 
of his debts, would be more ufefully employed that 
way than in furniture ; I reprefented to him that 
having a thoufand pounds, and not repurchafing the 
annuity, he did in fad at that moment fell 150 1, a- 
year for a thoufand pound ready money. I beilowed 
the freed terms on the difhonefty, ingratitude and folly 
c{ thus laying a plan to replunge himfelf in debt 
after all the hard ftruggles which had been made 
xo refcue him. I refufed iharply to be inftrumental 
in a meafure which muil neceiTarily have one of 
thefe two confequences ; either that Mr. Wilkes 
mud foon return to prifon a beggar, and (o defeat 
in fome meafure all that had been done for him ; or 
that all the money which the public fpirit of indivi- 
duals could fupply mud, to the exclufion of all pub- 
lic purpofe?, be-confined to the fupport of his private 
extravagance. The former of tiiefe confequences woaljj 



be very detrimental to the public caufe, the latter 
woald be fatal. I was not itngblar in my opinion 
on this fubjed $ all the gentlemen to whom Mr. 
Wilkes applied, even the future CbamberUin and 
Town- Clerks refufed to be fecurity . Though Mr. Wilkes 
was difappointed of a large houfe, he was determined 
not to lofe the oppottunity of a large expence. Oa 
quitting the King*s Bench prifon he took a houfe on 
a leafe at fifty pomids a-year, that he might lay out 
out fome hundreds on its repairs : At the fame time he 
took a country-houfe at fixty guineas for the feafon, 
and to compleat his plan of oeconomy» he fent his 
daughter to Paris to fee the Dauphin's nvedding^ 
whilft himfelf was all the fummer making the tour of 
the njjatering'places. That his generous Su p p o rt e r s 
night not be too much ridiculed, he kept no more 
than^ domeftks ; and that his police and gratitude 
to his country might keep pace with his oeconomy, 
only three of them were French, 

Such were the fituations of Mr. Wilkes and of the 
Society when he was releafed from prifon. 

Thofe who had hitherto laboured fo inde&tigably 
did not remit their diligence : In order to keep the 
promifes of the fociety and do good to the public, it 
was neceflary that they fhould at length come to fome 
conclttiion of Mr. Wilkes's private affairs. The/ 
could eaiily fee that if they did not make hafle Mr. 
Wilkes would incur frelh debts fafter than they could 
difcharge the old : It was proper that he (faould know 
what he had to expedl from the Society ; and they 



( 177 ) 
could not begin to procure for him a reafonabh an- 
nuity till chey had firil cleared his incumbrances. It 
was the wifh of all thoTe with whom I ever converfed 
tp fet him free, and afterwards to procure for him a 
clear annuity of fix hundred pounds ; Having done 
fp, to ceafe fubfcriptions for the farther fupport of 
Mr. Wilkes, unlefs fome new fublic reafon fhould 
make it juftifiible, and to afply the whole colkaed 
ftrength of the public to the moft important public mca- 
furcs that (hould need pecuniary afliflance. Whateverdif- 
ficulties xhQ future private extravagance of Mr. Wilkes 
might bring upon him, the fociety did rot confider as 
any objedl of their concern. The public fpirit of 
the nation would be juiVificd by what ii.ey had 
done for him i and fufficicnt encouragement would 
thereby be given to all other private men to do 
their duty, and a fufEcient kfiTon to kings and mini- 
ilers to abftain from violence and ir.juftice. Thefe 
purpofes I did not doubt to fee fulHIled before the 
iponth of March 1771. And I was foolilh enough 
to fuppofe that Mr. Wilkes would not dare to appear 
cliicontented, if {after three whole years of fuch fuc- 
cefsful labour applied to his private aHvtirSy himfclf 
freed from his debts, and with clear 600 1. a-year, the 
fociety ilill fupporting the expence of all p\j|blic mea- 
fures) we employed our ilrength at Lift on other im- 
portant obje^s of public advantage. With thefe sima 
a^ a correfponding conduct, without ever having receiv* 
c^ t\ycjlighteft favour from any party or great man in 
atlminifiyation or opfof.ttQn, I could not forefee that 
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by all my labour, hazard and expence I fbould gam 
the coQtradi^lory imputation of being at the fame 
time the hireling of the etie^ and the tool of the other : 
And that Mr. Wilkes, the only private gainer in the 
Jiruggle, fhould of all men in the world be the per- 
(on to bring the charge againft me. Mr. Wilkes, in 
perfe6i idlenefs and {tcmty four times eleded mem* 
ber for Middlefex, and tivice Alderman of London, 
a gainer of thirty thou/and pounds, is the perfon to 
impute to me an interefled defign ! to me who have 
frequently Hiked the whole and adually (jpent a great 
part of my little fortune in the conteft, 'often expofed 
to a prifon, and fometime^ to death f an interefted 
deiign ! Sumo fuperhiam, I know there is not one 
even of his phalanx that believes it. His honourable 
attorney, Mr. Reynolds, who expofes the fecrets of 
his clients, and boafis the being employed in his pro- 
feifion as a favour done by him to his employer, has 
I find by his treachery given to many of your friends 
one ample proof of my gain in the ilruggle. — But I 
«fk pardon for fpeaking of myfelf. 

The fociety having with great diligence fearched 
after and admitted every claim brought againll Mr. 
Wilkes, paihed on their fubfcriptions as vigoroufly 
as they could ; and on the 12th of June, 1770, ap- 
pointed a committee to examine thefe claims, and to 
take meafures to fatisfy them. In all focieties of this 
kind many can better a£Ford and are more willing to 
give their money than their time and trouble. The 
burthen lay heavy on a few> and then* diificultits 
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wf re cncreafed by every obdacle that the art of Mr. 
WiJkes and his attorney could invent. A fettlcment 
woirid not anfwer either of their purpofes. However 
we perfevered, and examining more carefully than we 
had formerly done, we diftovered that amongft the 
claims brought in by Mr. Heaton Wilkes, there 
was 6Me chlm of 26zl. los. on.account of Sylvay 
whfch had been already compounded ; and f^ree othir 
claims of 350]. - 40 1. 10 s. id.- and 40 1. in the fur- 
named of Grangitf-"'-^ O ive», and ■ Smif/^ ; 

to which names no ferfom could be found to anfwer, 
nor could either Mr. Heaton Wilkes, whofe lift con- 
tained thofe claims, or Mr. John Wilkes, againft 
whom the claims were brought, give us any account 
of the occafion or nature of thefe debts. The fociety 
therefore with great juftice flruck oat thefe 693 1. -id. 
from the Mofdebtsdueby Mr. W^ilkes. The remain- 
ing lift was claffed and diftributed amongft fix or feven 
gentlemen, who undertook to look after the claimants, 
and compound their feveral demands. The execution 
of this was the buiinefs of the fummer. Whilft the(e 
thing* were tranfafting, and Mr. Wilkes wafe on-his 
tour to the tjcatering placfSy application was made by 
his brother to the treafurers for money for Mr. 
Wilk'.s. The treafurers, conildering tliat Mr. Wilkes 
had pocketed 2000 1. fo lately, might well be furprized 
at this application, and very properly refufed to ad« 
vance any ; in truth there was none to advance, for it 
had all been applied to the difcharge of his debts : But 
thw ftfprtzc was greater when they were inforn\(?d that 
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Mr. Wilkes cla i m e d 0«^ hundred poundi as due to bin, 
bccaufe a fubfcription of that Aim had been fent to the 
ibciety from Ne^vcaftle^ytxi\i an «x^r//r declaration that 
It was meant to be applied foielj to the purpofes of Mr. 
Wilkes 2 and by this declaration Mr. Wilkes infifled 
It was meant that he (hould receive it for hi?/0rif/. The 
treafurers had applied it to the payment of his debts ; 
and thought that was txfrejly complying with the de- 
claration of the fubfcribers ; to pay his debts with it 
was furely applying the fubfcription yo/^/p to the pur- 
pofes of Mr. Wilkes : Had it been intended for his 
pocket, there was no occafion to have fent it to the 
Society J the (horteft way would have been to fend it 
to Mr. Wilkes at once. Mr. Wilkes it feems did not 
think paying his debts was applying it to his purpcfes. 
The treafurers however did not admit his claim. 

By the diligence ufed during the fumnier all the 
debts of Mr. Wilkes comprehended in the lift 6821 1. 
were compounded ; except about 200 1. due at y^Uf- 
buryy and 743 1. 18 s. $ d. fome few of the claimants 
for which hitter fum ftill refufed to accept any com- 
pofition ; fome lived fcattered in the country, and* 
fome could not any where be found. Mr. Reynolds 
had long promifed to compound the debts at Aylefbury, 
but ilill nothing was done ; fometimes it was fuggefled 
that Mr. Wilkes had paid them. I repeatedly applied 
to Mr. Wilkes for information^ but could obtain only 
ihuffling anfwers. The treafurers wrote to Mr. 
Wilkes/«n the fubje£t, but received no fatisfaflion. 
Findilig an obfUnate determination that we fliould not 
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finifli Lis affairs, and belog as determined oorfelves 
not to join with Mr. Wilkes in duping the public, 
three of us declared that wewouldourfelves go to Ayltf" 
huryzxA compound the debts there ; and we fixed a day 
for our journey. Mr. Reynolds took every poflibic 
meafure to prevent it, he promifed he would be there 
before us, but he did not go. We went and com- 
pounded them all in one evening ; it being l\\tfirft 
application that had been m^de at Jjlcjhurj for that 
purpofe. 

After the fummcr recefs, the Socii ty was to 
meet again AW. 27, 1770. 

On Monday OA. 22, 1770, 1 received a note from 
Mr. Wilkes to inform me that he would call the next 
day to talk with me on feme bufinefs of conftrquence. 
I was that moment going into the country for a week, 
xhe poil-chaife was at the door, and my company 
waiting : I defired a gentleman who was in my room 
to anfwer the note, and to tell him J would vifit him 
as foon as I returned. According to n»y promiCe, on 
Sunday Oftober 28, I went to Mr. Wilkes at Ful- 
ham. Our convL'rfation turned chiefly on three things : 
n His brother's pretenfions to the chamherlainfiAp ; 
his cxpeflatlons from the London Ta*vern\ and his m* 
tended proceedings at Wepminfter on the Wednefday 
faUtywing. It Was my miafoitune to be of a different 
opinion f/om Mr. Wilkes on all three: indeed wc 
feldomdid concur in any meafuie, except in ihofe 
which tended to his private advantage ; as far as I 
thought it juft and honourable to putfue his private 
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Intereft, I met with his hearty contarrence, for be 
found my endeavours effe£lual and he reaped the in- 
ibnt benefit. In all pubUc meafures our opinions have 
been uniformly as different as our aims. However 
when 1 look back on what is pail, I find the voice of 
the people (which Mr. Wilkes calls the«i;<f/r* dfGod) 
in my favour : and if the public are not to be con- 
demned, Mr. Wilkes cannot have been very right, nor I 
\try wrong : for however ue^ and extraordinary it may 
feem to thofe who are unacquainted with the particu- 
lars of what has paffed, it is neverthelefs moft certain 
that Mr. Wilkes has flrenuoufly oppofed alnloft every 
meafure which the public has adopted. But as I mean 
hereafter to explain the whole of his conduA in thofe 
matters, I fhall confine myfelf at prefent to what re- 
lates to the Society at the London Ta^uern. Mr. 
Wilkes defired ready money, J thought it a fhameful 
requeil : I repeated to hind the iituation^of the So- 
ciety, which was in arrears; and fhewed him that in 
order to difcharge his remaining debts, we mufl borrow 
from fome of the members on the credit of the Society. 
His debts being once difcharged, I told him I would 
venture to anfwer for it that he would have a clear an- 
nuity of 6co 1. that if it amounted to loool. I fhould 
be better plcafed, but would not prcfs the thing be- 
yond 600 1. that this annuity, with what he had and 
what his relations could do for him, ought to content 
him ; but whether he was contented or not, that I 
fhould trouble myfelf on that fcore no farther. That 
we had already dwelt too long and exhaulled ourfelves 
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too much on hk private affairs, and fii^ald deCervtdly 
meet with the fcorn and derifion of the pablic» if we 
did not proceed to matters of greater public import- 
ance. Mr. Wilkes ftill preffed for nady money ^ and 
&id it would be doing him more kindnefs to give him 
the* money, and tnift for the remainder of his debts 
to the chapter of accidents. He urged to me his old 
argument, which he has often repeated to many people, 
that — " Thofe who do pay make amends for thofe 
^' who do not; and that tradefmen always charge 
^^accordingly.** I replied that the fame pretence 
would equally jnilify him for robbing them on the 
highway, or burning their houfes down ; becanfe no 
4]oabt their gain in trade, if they are not undone, muft 
fapply all their lofles. As I continued obdinate, Mr. 
Wilkes grew angry : he faid, if he was to be treated 
fo, it was plain the Society had only made a decos" 
duck of his name, and that he was ufed only as an 
inftrument. I grew warm in my turn, I reproached 
him for his unreafonablenefs, felfiihnefs and ingrati- 
tude ; I a&ed him what merit he pretended to with 
the public, and what claim he had to their fupport, 
but as an inflrument of public good ; and I affured 
him I would cake care he fhould not be able to cad 
that reproach on the Society, for that as foon as 
we had compleated the proVifion for him I had 
mentioned, I woukl make a motion to give him all 
the money that fhould remain over in the banker*s 
hand ; and to advertife that for the future no more 
fubfcriptions would be received hy the Society, unlefs 
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ibme great pifblic occafion (hould arife, which ex« 
coeded the abilities of that Society alone to fupport. 

What paiTed between us concerning the chamber- 
lalnjhif and the Wtjlminfter inJfruSHons did not tend 
to refiore his good humoar towards me. He found 
it in vain to ufeany further endeavours to bend me to 
his parpofes ; and from that day forwards has employed 
eviery means, by faragraphs and other wife, to de- 
flroy the effedl of any oppofition I might make to his 
(candalous attempts. 

On the z'^th of Novemher the Society met ; and a 
Committee of Account $ ^2i^ appointed for the 7 th of 
December following. At the next meeting of the So-' 
ciety, December 11, a report was made from the 
committee, ** That there appeared to be 743 L i8s. 
5 d. flill undifchargcd of the lift of Mr. Wilkes's debts 
admitted by the Society on the 17th of April 1770." 

Upon this report much altercation arofe, and Mr. 
Heaton Wilkes's behaviour was fo very indecent, 
(though the laft man but one in that Society who 
(liould have infulted his brother *s generous fupporters) 
that Mr. Sawbridge declared he would inftantly move 
for Mr. Heaton Wilkes's expulfion, if he did not 
make an apology. An apology was made, but the 
altercation continued. Many gentlemen, who had 
never before taken any part in the bufinefs of the 
Society, (and fome who were not members) were 
poured into the room after dinner, merely to give a 
predetermined vote in order to prevent any final fettle- 
ment of Mr. Wilkes's affairs. Some infifted that a new 
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M of debts fboulA be made ; others ^oiiM not have, 
any determined lid, but that the accounts {hould remain 
open ; others difpueed about the original inilitution 
pf the Society, and maintained that the fingle inlCD» 
tion wias the fupport of Mr. Wilkes, ^nd Mr. Wilkes 
only. The diforder and coniufion was as complete 
as Mr. Wilkes himfelf could wifti. I had been too 
Ijiuch engaged in a variety of different bufinefs with 
the gentlemen not to know pretty well the motives 
and intentions of moft of them, and from thence 
could eafily gue/s their fentiments and votes before 
they gave them. I (aw it was an unnatural meet- 
ing, and it was not diiHcalt to know who brQUght 
down the newcomers^ and for what purpofes they at* 
tended, though m^ny of them did not themfelvcs 
know, only that they were to vote for Mr. Wilkes. 
The majority prefent were plainly difpleafed at thi« 
monilrous treatment ; however, I wifhed, if pofiible, 
to fatisfy tvtry honed man. I related to them, very 
frankly, what had paiTed between Mr. Wilkes and 
me on the fubjeft of the Society, and explained to 
them his intentions, which 4iad been from the begin- 
ning either to deftroy us^ or confine us to him^lelf. 
It is impoflible, where numbers are to concur, for any 
individual to do always what is bed ; he mud dp the 
bed he can : I therefore moved (as a thing mod 
likely to iatisfy Mr. Wilkes fbrthe moment) that/^arr 
hundred or fix hundred pounds diould be pakl into the 
hands of Mr. Wilkes, for him to difcharge the remain- 
ing 743 1, 1 8s. 5 d. of his debts. To this it was oI^t 
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je6ted, even by one of his partizans, that Mr. Wilkes 
woakl not ride a hundred miles to £nd out a creditor. 
It was therefore carried by a majority, ** That ten 
^ ihillkigs in the pound be paid into the hands of 
** Richard Oiiver» Efq. for the compounding of the 
** fum of 743 1. 1 8 s. $d. being the amount of the 
'* following debts of John Wilkes, Efq. reported 
«< from the committee as not hitherto compromifed ; 
•* viz- 



Williamfon and Co. 
Senj. Sutherland 



Thomas Chamberlain 
Nathan Cooper 
Davis and Wilkins 
George Falconer 
John Sherwood 
William Pickner 
.-.-^«— Heanngs 

■ BaiTctt — 

BoydcU 

John Hilman 
John Kirk 

Nelk 

John Palmer 
Daniel Sanxay 
John Upion 
Peter Vamenean 
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ferftught over, 
John Wood — 
John Courtay 
Thomas Hickman 
Martha Jones 
James Loton 

. . Stationer 

Mary Ayrcs 
William Chapman 
Jane Jolliffe 
Richard Shipman 
Charles Warraker 
William Woodward 
Catharine AKvay 
Samuel Giles 
John Meafey — 
Thomas Davis 
John Ellicptt — 
• Graves 

Haines and Benfon 
Elizabeth Tunccliffe 
William Almack 
■' Maginel 

Thomas Borwick 
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JOHN HORNE, 
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To the Rev. Mr. HORN E. 

S I Ry Prince*! Court, Thurfday, June 10* 

I NOW proceed to examine your t^ilfth letter, 
and, according to the notice I gave yoa, to clofe a 
correfpondence which the public have long ago called 
opon me to condude. I (hall therefore neceflarily 
in taking leave of yoa confider a few other particulars 
which from hurry or inadvertency I have omitted. 

The account you have publiihed of the Society, 
called the Supporters of the Bill of Rights, and their 
proceedings, is equally prolix and fallacious. In the 
ibte of the pecuniary tranfadions of the Society you 
give fo perplexed a detail of my affairs, that I am 
totally at a lofs to comprehend your accounts. You 
pretended in a former letter that at the inftitution of 
that Society I was fcarcel^ thought of, and you endea- 
voured to prove that paradox by a (ingle advertifement 
sifter the feeond meeting, omitting all the refolutlonf 
of iticfirft at the very formation of the Society, which 
I have already quoted. Will you, Sir, allow the 
Society themfelves to determine what their own inten- 
tions were? Feb. 26, 1771, it was refolved, " That 
** the firji objeQ of this Society, in order to promote 
** the public purpofes of it's intentions, was to fup- 
•t port John IVilkes^ Efq, againft minillcrial oppref- 
•* fion, by difcharging his debts and rendering him 
•* independent." In your account of Mr. Wilkes's 
debts you (ludioufly omit a remarkable part of an ad« 
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verttfement repeatedly publiihed by the Socltty of the 
Bill of Rights in all the papers* " N. B. 7 149 1. 68. 
'* of Mr. Wilkes's debts appear to have been incurred 
** by his having been iecuricy for other perfons/* 
Did yoo fear that this might be brought to confute 
your charge of his indifference for the intereil of his 
friends^ when it appears that he fubjc^ed himfelf to 
the payment of fo large a fum on their account ? You 
will pleafe to recoiled that by an early refolution of 
the Society, on May 9, 1769, printed in the papers, 
** All committees of the Society are to meet on every 
" firfl and third Tuefday in the month at the London 
*^ Tavern, at one in the afternoon,^ * and that x!tit com- 
mittee of accounts^ by the advertifement of Nov. 20, 
1770, '' Was always open to all members of the So- 
*' ciety.^* If therefore you fufpedled the leaft fraud 
from any quarter, it was your duty to have attended 
to deted it. Although you have deferted the Society, 
it is fiill incumbent on you to acquaint them of any 
fraud or coUuiion you have difcovered. I call upon 
you to write a letter, ibting the particulars, to the 
chairman of the next meeting, and to give your proofs 
of the fmalleil intended impoiition of any kind, or 
you will pafs for an infamous calumniator of your 
benefaflory Mr. Reynolds, and other men of honour, 
whom you have wickedly traduced. When you men- 
tion that '' The other 2,000 1. of the fum recovered 
** from Lord Hali£ix were (aid to be paid to Mr. 
"Reynolds, i.e. 1,200 1. for Mr. Reynolds's law- 
*^ charges, &c. and 800 1. to difcharge feme debts 
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** contrafUd by another breach of trnft towards the 
** fiuckinghamihire militia, when Mr. Wilkes was 
** their colonel," you well know that you arc deceiving 
the public, for I have frequently told you I paid Mr^ 
Rejmolds 2000 1. ^n account for law charges, and 
debt, which he paid for me. The breach of truft 
you talk of is among your many i)arefaced iklihoods, 
which will co*verjott nuitb infamy. Your chara^tcrif- 
tic is the evil fpirii of lying. 

You mention Mr. Heaton Wilkes*s behaviour at 
the meeting of the Society on the 27th of November 
1770, and the altercation at that time. I was not 
then prefent. He had no difpute with Mr. Saw- 
bridge. The particulars of his difpute with Mr. Alder* 
man Townfend on that occaCon have already been 
fully dated to the public, in the Gazetteer of January 
22, 1771 ; the Alderman has been repeatedly called 
lipon with a fpirit which the world has applauded, 
but he has given no anfwer. 

In the Public Advertifer of April 15, 1771, in an- 
fwer to an attack of an anonymous writer, my brother 
declared, " Mr. Heaton Wilkes was, and ftill is, 
•* ready to give Mr. Townfend any fatisfaftion he 
•* chufes. You have my authority to give him my 
** name." He left his name and direftion, but Mr. 
Townfend chofe not to make the enquiry. 

You declare, " Many gentlemen {who had never 
«* before taken any part in the bufinefs of the Society) 
«• and fome who were not members, were poured 
** into the room 'after dinner merely to give a prede- 
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" termined vote in order to prevent any final fettle^ 
*' ment of Mr. Wilkes's debts." Yoar condua, Sir, 
was fuch that many gentUmen (who had btfort taken 
little fart in the bufinefs of the Society) now exerted 
themfelves againfl you ; but no perfon, not a member, 
has on any occaiion ^voted. If fuch a thing had hap- 
pened, you ought indantly to have left fuch an abfurd 
Society. There never was any intention, much lefs 
a fvote^ to prevent any final fettlement of Mr, Wilkes' » 
debts. The very idea is ridiculous. 

Sir Edward Ailley, when I was abroad, had pur* 
chafed the leafe of my houfe in Great George Street. 
When he removed to Downing-ftrcet, he maitioned 
his intention to difpofe of the remainder of that leafe. 
I was then in the King^s Bench prifon. Many of my 
friends wifhed me again in my old houfe » I was talked 
of with Sir Edward, but nothing concluded^ nor did 
I ever aik any man to be my fecurity on the occafion. 
You declare, *' All the gentlemen to whom Mr. 
*• Wilkes applied, even the future chamberlain and 
•* town-clerky refufed to he fecurity.''* I never applied 
to any one perfon on this occafion to be rty fecurity. 
Name the man. The converfation'you have given 
as what paiTed between us is an abfolute fidion of your 
own fertile brain. 

I had no difpute with the trea/urers of the Bill of 
Rights about the generous benefadlion from Ne^cafile. 
• You fay, " He took a courrtry- houfe 2Xfixty guineas 

for thefeafon ; and to compleat his plan of cetenomy^ 

he fent his daughter to Piurift to itt the Daufhiu'e 
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" njoedHngi whilft himfelf was all the fummer ihakip^ 
•** the tovLrofthcwaterittg-placej,^* 1 rented a ready- 
furoiihed houfe at Jhety guineas /or the yeer^ while 
my rmall houfe here was repairing. When it was 
compleated, I let the houfe at Fulham for the remain- 
der of the year. You aflert, " On quitting the 
*' King*8 Bench pri(bn he took a houfe on a leafe at 
*^ fifty founds a-ycar." Is it not pofiible. Sir, for 
you once to tell the 'whole truth ? The rent is fifty 
guineas a- year. My daughter went to Paris at the 
time of the Dauphin' t njoedding, on the invitation of a 
lady of fafhion to her own hcufe. 1 met her at Do- 
ver on her return from France, and during the month 
of Augufl we made a tour together. When you fay, 
that I was *' All the fummer making the tour of the 
" watering-places,'* it is a malicious falihood you 
defignedly utter, for I was only abfent while the 
Dog (lar raged, when there is a vacation from all city 
bufinefs. You mean to infmuate a total want of aeca- 
nosny. I know the fin that eafily befets me^ and I 
know too where you and the miniflry exped to fur- 
prize me. You will both be difappointcd. My friends 
have with pleafure remarked my reformation. 

As to the letter from Montpellier, you declare in 
'^OMX fecond\t\\ts to me, before it^ s publication^ *• Pub- 
** l/fif it however when you will ; lam confident, as 
** indeed I have likewife been aiTured by many to 
" whom you have ihewn it, that there is nothing in 
*' the letter of*which I need to be afiyamedJ"" You 
Hept<a copy^ asyeu have acknowledged, gf this very 
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bt^r. Will yoa indulge us with the names of fotfie 
•of the many^ who approve fo iinguhir a performance? 
We (hall then know ofivbom ive ought to be ajhamed. 
Will you reconcile the above paiTage with what you 
fay in yoxxi Ji:ttb letter, " It was a mean villany, al- 
^* moil equal to the treacherous publication of a pri- 
" 'vate^ friendly y confidential letter ;" and, " Wilkes 
^' with the education of a gentleman has exceeded in 
** meanneis and want of fentiment his fervant Curty** 
*ivbo robbed his mafter^ and then fold the goods to ruin 
him? Your repeated treacheries forced the publication 
of your letter. On what provocation was Mr. Hea« 
ton Wilkes's primate^ friendfyy confidential letter to 
Mr. George Bellas given by him to you, and by you 
publiihed ? 

You have frequently aocuied me of neglc£ling the 
nvort by freeholders of Middlefix^ to whom I am under 
the moil peculiar obligations, although you know f 
have not omitted any mark of Regard or gratitude to 
them. I have the happinefs of living among them, 
and am continually paying my perfonal refpefls 
where they are (b greatly due. I endeavour as far as 
I can to be ufeful to them and their connedlions. I 
have repeatedly made my grateful acknowledgments 
in perfon to many of my confiituents in London, Weil, 
minder, the Tower- Hamlets, Chelfea, Chifwick, 
ice. &c. ToUf Sir, have been the caufe why I have 
not yet vifited more parts of a county, whofe noble 
zeal for liberty I can never fufficiently applaud, and 
whofe diilinguifiied favours are the glory of my life. 

O 
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I have frequently preffed you to attend me to Brcnt^i 
ford, and other places. 1 often defired you to &x the 
time, but you had regularly fome (huffling excufc at 
hand. In September lail I >vrote you the following 
letter : 

*' Dear Sir, rulham, Sept. 19. 

" I SHALL efteem it a very particular obligation,- 
if you will favour me with your company when I 
pay my refpeds to my worthy conllituents at Brent-, 
ford, and other places, among your numerous friends. 
I. will take any day the mpft convenient to you, and 
attend you in a poft-chaife where you (ball pleafe tq 
lappoint. The court of Aldermen generally claim my 
attendance on the Tuefday, but the reft of the week 
is free. I have juft read " Another letter to Mr. 
•• Almon in matter of libel," which fpeaks very irre-, 
verently of us both, b^t there are many things in it 
worthy your perufal. 

I am, ^c. 

John Wilkes.'^ 

" To the Rev. ^r. Home. 

I made many other fruitlefs applications to you, 
but could never get you to fix the time for a tour to 
Brentford, or any other part of the county. Your 
particular reafon for not attending me to Brentford 
was, I am told,^ your unwillingnefs that I fhould be 
witnefs to the temper of your own parilh towards 
X\it\x faithful and ^vigilant paftor. By putting me off 
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On various pretexts from vifiting other parts, you had 
an opportunity of abufing me continually, as a man 
who forgot his friends, the guilt of which you knew 
I had not contrafled. 

All thefe attempts to embroil me with the free- 
holders of Middlefex, the Supporters of the Bill of 
Rights, the livery of London, the Americans, &c. 
you will find inefFeftuah My public conduft Ihall 
always be clear and unexceptionable. As to the con- 
nedtions in private life, I will endeavour mortalcs 
inimicitiaSf fempiternas amicittas /jahere, preferving 
Hill the Urong, natural, irreconcileable hatred to all 
of xht ferpent and njlper kind. 

The fentiments which the county of Middlefex 
entertain of their finivr reprefentati<ve^ the world 
has feen on a variety of occafions. What muft their 
opinion be of a man who declares he was indefatiga- 
ble to impofe on them a falfe^ treacherous and aban- 
doned hnwuey whom he knew to be fuch at the very 
time of recommending him as the guardian of their 
lives and liberties? li your candidate. Sir, was indeed 
a man cohered i^ith infamy, the monfler^ the 'villain. 
you painted him, was it prudent, was it fafe to elect 
him to the mod important of all trufls, to the moft 
diflinguiihed of all honours which the coi.iidence of 
his countrymen can give in this free kingdom ? \.{ he 
could have been prevailed upon to relinquiili the late 
Middlefex contcft, to betray his conflituents, it is 
well known that he might have made a fortune little 
inferior to the greater part of his brethren in the court 

O2 
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of Aldermen, but he fiuck topwerty^ 'with peace of 
mind and integrity. Nothing, however, but the moil 
coDfummate/0//)r, or an intentional viUany^ would 
have trufted fuch hna<very as you have attributed to 
him with a treafure of the moil real magnitude, as 
the right of eledion undoubtedly is. The freeholders 
of MiddleVex knew he was faithful to the glorious 
caufe. They have experienced his unihaken fidelity 
to them ; and ihould he be t\t&,edjheriffy they will 
poiTibly have in the enfuing year more than one freih 
proof of his unabating zeal and attachment. 

Am I to anfwer your impertinence about claret and 
French fervants ? It (hall be in one word. I have not 
purchafed a bottle of claret fmce I left the King^s 
Bench. Only two French fervants are in ray family. 
An old woman, who has many years attended my 
daughter, and a footman, whom I eileem, as I have 
ofteif toid you, not as a Frenchman, but Uiv his Jingu* 
Jar fidelity to an Engliihman during a courfc of feve- 
ral years, when I had the honour of being exiled. I 
have reafon to believe that from hence originated your 
hatred to hinu 

You have defcribed me as a man fufceptible of the 
moil paltry jealoufies^ as always refuting the juft por- 
tion of praife to thofe with whom I have been, or 
am, connected. You advance no proof of this. I 
appeal to all who know me, whether it is my nature 
to be penurious in the applaufe of any great, or good, 
adlion ; if it has been'pepformed by a friend, whether 
I have not always been lavilh in his praife ? When I 
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left the King's Bench I declared publicly, " It is a 
** particular fatisfadlion to me, that I am to enter on 
•* my duty at a time when we are governed by/o ex- 
** cei/ent a chief magifirate^ and have Sheriff's of tht 
** mofi liheral principles^ xealous promoters of the puh- 
** lie goody and of approved <virtuey At the expira- 
tion of their fherifFalty, I firfl Aarted the idea of the 
livery's returning the late fherifi^ thanks, and drew 
up the refolution. Is this the condudl of ,a man who 
entertains mean jealouiies of the merit of others ? If 
ever I find myfelf more difpofed to be jealous of pub- 
lic merit than grateful for the fervice, I will endea- 
vour to conquer fo nnjuftifiable a pailion, by a noble 
emulation of fuch worth, not by depreciating the 
poiTeflbr. Would to Heaven that no bread « as more 
corroded by envy than mine is hyjealoufy ! The pre- 
fent Lord-mayor I think an honour to our age and 
country. I have declared my fentiments with V^armth 
on many occafions, and I am fure pofterity will con- 
firm the jnft tribute of praife he now receives. Mr. 
Oliver has more than once read lately under my hand, 
that I did him the Juftice which he refufed me. 

After a variety of accufationsof^r/W/^ crimes, you 
aifed to cover the whole with the veil of hypocrify. 
You fay, " I have mentioned thefe circumftances not 
** as any charges againft you, though no doubt they 
'* will operate as fuch." Had your turn. Sir, been 
to divinity, in the fubtleties of the fchools you would 
have outfiione Thomas Aquinas or Duns Scotus, in 
treachery even the prieft Malagrida. 

Oj 
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You have in your late letters to mc accufed me of 
almofl e^very crime of which the molt diabolical heart 
is capable. When you wrote the letters to Sir Wil- 
liam Bcauchamp Proftor I had only one crimty of 
which I own I have not repented. ** Mr, Wilkes* s 
** crime is w^ll known to have been his oppofing and 
** cxpofing the meafures of Lord Bute, 

" The two Humes, Johnfon, Murphy, Ralph, 
*' Smollett, Shebbeare, &c« &c. all authors penfioned 
"or promifed, had been let loofe on him in vain. 
** The lord-fteward of his majefty's houlbold, (who 
** has therifon continued in that poll through 
*' vitry revolution of minidry) and the treafmrer to 
«* the Princefs Dowager of Wales, (who together 
'' with that office has a peniion for himfelf and arever- 
*' (ion for his fon) had feparately endeavoured tocom- 
'' mit a murder on his body, with as little fuccefs 
>' as others bad attempted bis reputation : for they 
** found him tarn marte quammercurio. 

** The intended afTaffinatlon of him by Forbes and 
*' Z>«« had mifcarried. 

« 

*' The fecretaries of date had feized his papers, 
*» and' confined his perfon to clofe imprifonmcnt. 
" They had trifled with and eluded the Habeas Corpus. 
**'But ftill be ro/e fuperior to them all, and baffled 
** alone the infatiahle malice of alibis perfecutors j for 
" though they had in a manner ruined his private 
** fortunes, bis public chara6ier remained entire", 
" They had fpilt his blood indeed ; but they had not 
*' taken his life; and with it ftill were left 
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/< The unconquerable imnd, and Freedoinr*9 holjf flame; 

'' tc remained then to make one general attack upion 
** him at once of every power of the ftate, each in 
'* it*s feparate caprxity. The reverend nalne of 
** Majefty itfelf was mifapplied to this buiincfs. The 
** houfe of Lords, the houfe of Commons, and the 

« 

'* court of King's Bericli, through the little agency of 
** Cirrington, Kidgell, Curry, Webb, Faden, Sand- 
** wich, made dnt general aflault." 
* The fBirJ letter of yours to Sir William Beaucham ji 
Pro£lor ftates Mr. Wilkes's crime ; his 'vir/ul was 
blazoned in the/rji : 

•' The violent and inhuman Eloomjbury gdng — ^ 
** perfccuted him (Mr. Wtlkes) with unrelenting 

malice, by every illegal and cruel meafure, as fodrt 

as they perceived he had the <virtue of public 
fpiritr 

As to the RockiiYghairf adminiftratloh, my regard 
to them arifes folely from their fervices to this coun- 
try and the colonies, not from any perfonal favours, 
i do not owe a pardon to them, altho' I warmly 
folicited it during the whole time of their power. 
^oon after they came into employment y I wifiicd to hats 
^lor\e in a public charader to ConftantinOple ; but I 
\^ry foon dropped that idea. I never did re^eivd 
from them either penfion, gratuity ^ or renvard. When 
I- (2L\di precarious, I u fed the w6rd as fynOnymCus with" 
dependent, Tiiat upright adminiilration was removed" 
in July 1766. My declaration " never to accept 

04 
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•' from the crown either place, penfion, gratuity, or 
*' emolument of any kind,** was not made to my 
mod meritorious conftituents, the freeholders of Mid- 
diefex, till June 1 8, 1768. I then pledged myfelf to 
them, and added, that *' I would live and die in their 
*' fervice, a private gentleman, perfectly free, un- 
*' der no control but the laws, under no influence 
" but theirs," &c. 

I Ihall now give a catalogue of lies in the letters of 
the Rev. Mr. Home addrejfed to Mr. John Wilkes^ 
not mentioned before y cum multis aliit. 

1 . '* I blame your public conduct, and never had. 
** a difference ivithjouon any other /uhje£t.^^ 

2. " You exadled from me, with very earned en*. 
** treaty, a promifeof correfpondence.*' 

** 3. I thought it proper to inform you that I wa9 
** only a poor country clergyman, *whofe fituation^ not- 
*^ nmthjlanding his zial^ tvould never enable him /#> 
** perform aty confiderable fervice either to you or the 
*' public.^* Vide the letter, or the copyyou kept. 

4. " I found you forfaken by all your friends,. 
** ajid ihunned by every thing that called itfelf a gen- 
** tleman, &c. Ac." 

5. " You reprefented to him (Mr. Wildman), 
** your fituation in France, which made it proper for 

you to endeavour by litde prefents, &c. to pleafe 
** your friends there to whom you had obliga- 
" tions, &c.'* 

6. ** I did write you Tifiort note (to Fulham).'* 
It was a letter of a large page, begimiifig and ending 
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5n all the fottns : *• Dear Sir," *• I art moft fincerelf, 
&c." Before it was faid, *• I faw reafohs fuificient 
" never more to truft you luitb a Jingle liney 

7. " I have not to this moment read the Eflay on 
" Woman.'' 

8. " I have to my aftoniflimcnt found to be true 
*^ not only all that has been alleged againft you^ 
" but much more/' 

9. ** The fuccefs I have had in defeating all ybuf 
'^ ibameful fchemes, is the true caufe of the diffen« 
'* tion between us/' 

10. ''I have never had any private piqae or quar- 
•' rel with you/' 

11. ** It is not upon me alone that you have 
** poured forth your abufe, but upon every man of 
** honour viho has deferved well of the public/' 

12. ''I think I ought to coniider fomething about 
'' providing for my friends, and being prepared with 
«< candidates for the city-oiSces, &c/' Words never 
(jpoken by Mr. Wilkes. 

13. ** My repeated and obftinate refufals (the pre' 
tended 2Xttm^t on the chamberlainihip) '* raifedyouf 
** refentment and apprehenfions." 

14. " I have not changed my opinion of you 
*' (fince I knew you at all} except in degree/' 

ig. '' You are at this moment reduced to a little 
'/ fadion of about forty very inconfiderable names* 
«• &c." 

16. '* Moft of thofe who were fo generous to 
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•* you at tliat time have fince been the objcffa of 
*' your refentmcnt." 

17. '* Every day brought frefh difficulties anddif- 
•* grace on Mr. Wilkes, and yet he was the only pcr- 
*« fon who all the while felt nodiftrefs." 

18. "The Society (of the Bill of Rights) which 
«* difdained the notion of being merely a club for Mr. 
*' Wilkes^ of lAjbom the greater part had a very had 
« opinion—^'' 

19. •* He (Mr. Wilkes) abhorred the Society and 
** it's members." 

20. ** He (Mr. Wilkes) was difpleafed at the Com- 
" mons houfe of South -Carolina for not fending thef 
•* money to himfelf."— &c. &c. &c. cum multis 
aiiis. 

Whether you proceed, Sir, to a thirteenth, or a 
thirtieth, letter, is to me a matJer of the moft entire 
indifference. You will no longer have me your cor-' 
fefpondent. All the efforts of your malice and ran- 
cour cannot give me a moment's difquictude. They 
will only torment your own breafl. I am wholly 
indifferent about your Sentiments of me, happy in 
the favourable opinion of many valuable friends, in 
the moft honourable connexions, both public and pri- 
vate, and in the profpeX of rendering myfelf emi- 
nently ufeful to my country. Formerly in exile, 
when I was urte patriaque extorris, and torn from 
.•very facrcd tie of friendjhip, I have moiflencd my 



{ ^3 ) 

bread with my tears. The reft of my life I hope to 
enjoy my morfel at home in peace and chearfulneis, 
among thofe I love and honour ; far from the ma- 
lignant eye of the falfe friend^ and the infidious 
hypocrite. 

I am, S I R, 

Your humble Servant, 

JOHN WILKES. 

Continuation of Mr. Horni's XKth Letter. 

THE Society adjourned from the nth of De- 
cember to January 12, 1771^ an interval oifix iveeks^ 
inftead of the ufual adjournment of a fortnight % and 
this was done as well on account of the Chriftmas 
holidays as to give the gentlemen, who had been 
brought to vote without having ever examined the 
paft tranfadions, time to inform themfelves and 
rcflea. 

I flull take the opportunity of this long adjourn- 
ment to relate the points which have been ever fmce 
in difpute. 

Thofe who contended that a new lift of debts 
(hould again be adopted, propofed the following : 

1 . Remaining unpaid part of the lift /. s, d* 
fettled on April 17, 1770 — 696 o 7 

2. Notes of hand to Mr. Macleane, 

for money lent to Mr. Wilkes at Paris i2$o o o 



mtaii 



Carried oyer — . ^, 1946 o 7 
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£' /. a. 
Brought over, — 1946 o 7 

3. Notes to Sir Robert Foley, for 

ditto ■ 420 13 6 

4. Mr. Reynolds's balance for money 
advanced ('without any order from the 

Society) ■ ■■ » 1529 9 2 



3896 3 3 

5. Together with the bills of Mr. 

Wilkes, not before brought in, for ad- 
vertifements ■ -— 

6. And all the outftanding debts of 
John Wilkes, Efq. bona fide due at the 

time of the formation of the Society Uncertain. 

Thefirft article was admitted, and had never been 
difputed. The fifth met with no objedlion. 

Tht fecond taid third sit^es were for many reafons 
objected to, notwithflanding Mr. Macleane confented 
to take 650 1. for his claim ; and Sir Robert Foley 
320 1. 13 s. 6d. Thefe gentlemen had been memberi 
from the firft eflabliihment of the Society : they did 
not then make any claim ; fome gentlemen faid that 
they declared they never would make any : fhould 
the Society now pay them, it would caufe refledlions 
on both ; it would be faid (though T am well per- 
fuaded unjuilly) that they had enticed others to join 
in an aiTociation apparently for Mr. Wilkes, but 
real/y tp get their own money out of other mens 
pockets. Their fuhfequent misfortunes might very 
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well juftify them for expeding payment from Mr# 
Wilkes, Ance he was in a iituation to make it; 
and their very declarations of not intending to claim. 
it* added to the generofity with which in their happier 
days they had lent him the money in his diftrefs, were 
loud calls upon his honefty and gratitude. The ta- 
bles were now turned ; Mr. Wilkes was rich and they 
were poor : his debts were all paid or paying, a hand- 
fome annuity was providing, and he had upwards of 
2000I. in his purfe ; I call this rich. All thefe rea- 
fons which ought to have prevailed with Mr. Wilkes, 
were as forcible againft their being paid by the So- 
ciety : for thefe gentlemens mis fortunes having in- 
duced them CO make a change in their palifical fitua- 
tion entitled them to no favour from a public Society ; 
private ties and public meafures are very different 
things : and though iVlr. Wilkes might chufe to have 
the tiuo thoufand pounds he had pocketed pafs un- 
noticed, the members, who confidered themfelves as a 
fort of truflees for the public, were bound to remem- 
ber that he had them. 

The fourth article (Mr, Reynolds s balance) wal 
made out as follows : 

Reynolds, Creditor, £. s, d. 

1770, May 14. To Zachariah Carle - 
ton his debt of 2 1 1. 6 s. upon Mr. 
Wilkes's accepted bill, dated June 
13, 1763 10 13 o 

Carried over, -^ ..jC* *<5 ^3 ^ 
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Brought over, —— lo 1 3 o 

June 20. To John Cobb's debt of 7 1 

3s. 6d. ■■■ J II o 

Nov. 14. To Thomas Hotckin, Efq. 

furviving truftee of Ifaac Fernandes 

Sylva, debt 271I. js. 7d. and cofts 

9I. J4S. upon judgment recovered 

the beginning of Michaelmas term 

1770 , 280 ig a 

Nov. 20. To Thomas Rackett, debt 

35I. IS. 3d. ' 17 10 Q 

Dec. 4. To John Peter Pinfon, debt 

and coils on judgment — - 66c o o. 

1771, Jan. 7. To Mr. Graves,. debt 

31I. los. coft8 2l. IDS. ^ 34 o o. 

Jan. 8. To Sfephgft Maghel of Paris, 

debt on judgment 293 1. 75. 6d. 

cofls 2 1 1. — - ■ ^14 J 6 

Jan. 15. To Thomas Eortwick, debt 

22I. 158. cofts 4I. 8 s. 6d. — 27 3 6 
30. To £//«. 7B«^f//^ir, debt and cofts 20 o o 
Feb. I. To John Hall, bill on Mid- 

diefex eleftion, March 28, 1768 24 2 c 

Feb. 18. .To Meff. Burd and Jaquery, 

debt and cofts on Judgment 164 5 g 

Feb. 28. To ynderwood and Butler ^1 40 
7o Benjamin Sutherland > 8130 

^■""■■^" '■■""*»'*'"•"■"• 



Reynolds Debtor. 
By Canterbury fubfcription ■- ■- 42 o o. 
% Mr. — 's fubfcriptipi) r^-— 20 o o 



62 o p 



Balance due to Mr. Reynolds, jf. 1 529 9 2 



Some parts of Mr. Reynolds's accounts were ad- 
ipitted, fomc rejefted. Maginel^ Bor-wsckf Sutber- 
hndy and Tufieclifej &c. being in the Society's lift, 
were admitted ; though the difference againft us be- 
tween thofe Aims in the Society's^Iift and in Mr. Rey- 
nolds's account was (by lavv-expences, &c.] not lefs than 
80 1. T 4s. 9 d. The inaMJJihU articles were Syha^ 
q{ 280 1. 19 s. and Pin/on^ of 665 1. , 

The original debt due to Sylva from Mr. Wiikes 
was 2009 J. 3 s. 9d. befides intereft, for which 550 1, 
were paid by the treafurers in compofition ; but it 
feems Mr, Wilkes, to induce an acceptance of the 
compofition from the Society, gave a private obliga- 
tion to pay to Sylva, one year after date, 262 L los, 
more. If the Society had admitted of fuch claims as 
this, it was evident they could never come to a con* 
clufion, and the pretence of a compoiition would 
haye been ridiculous. 

The objeftions to Pinfon's debt were of a different 
kind, and require explanation. At the £rft eiiabliih- 
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nient of the Society, it was debated whether any 
foreign debts fhould be admitted as falling within 
their plan, and it was agreed withoat a queflion that 
they (hould not. However, it being fuggefted by one 
of the members that there was a debt of 640 1. of a 
very extraordinary nature, contrafted by Mr. Wilkes 
at Paris, it was agreed to compound it, if poflible, 
in order to cover his difgrace ; for indeed it appeared 
from the circamftances to be a fcandalous fraud upon 
one Ba PT $T E, a French jeweller. Some months af- 
terwards, Tifecond of the fame nature upon another 
French jeweller, Maginel, of 242 1. 16 s. 3d. was 
difcovcred ; and this was Hkewife flipped, rather clan - 
deftinely, into the \\^* Thefe two were no fooner 
paid by the Society, than lo ! Pinson, a/i&rWFrench 
jeweller appeared, with the very fame circum- 
ftanccs. This was rather too much — Another^ and 
another f and another ! There was nO gueffing where 
this would end. (Indeed, . I have lately been well 
informed, that Mr. H — r, of Rouen, is at this time 
employed to recover for ayfl»r/Z> jeweller.) But what 
made the contempt with which we were treated flill 
rtore palpable, Mr. Wilkes's attorney had the affur- 
ance to pretend that we had made a miftake in pay- 
ing Baptste, and that Pin son was the man we 
Aiould have paid. 

To the Jixth and lafi article in difpute it was im- 
poffible to confent, without being willing to remain 
for ever a defpicable fet of dupes ourfelves, employed 
ty Mr. Wilkes to dupe others under pretence of the 
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tliey may expert the publication of the narrative of 
the bloody tranfadlions in St. George^s Fields, the 
cver-execrable loth of May, which he repeatedly pro- 
mised to lay before the public. 
Dec. 26. 



IN your paper ofyefterday, there is a card ad- 
drefied jointly to Mr. Wilkes and Mr. Home ; claim- 
ing from the one his promifed publication of the 
Htftory of England^ which two years ago he faid was 
in the prefs ;' from the other, his promifed publica- 
tion of the Narrative of the Tranfa^ions in St. 
George* s Fields. 

From the manner of coupling his claims, the au- 
thor of that card feems to be unacquainted with the 
nature of them : it is proper he ihould be informed 
how much they differ. 

Seven years ago Mr, Wilkes received guinea y«^. 
fcriptions for a promifed publication, which he never 
gave. Whilft he was at Paris he entered into treaty 
with Mr. Almon to write a Hiftory of England, and 
received three hundred pounds from the bookfeller in 
prt of payment. When he came over to England in 
17689 a fubfcription was opened at Lee and Ayton*s» 
the bankers, for the purpofe of paying his debts. 
This fubfcription amounted to a very few hundred 
pounds. It being very infufficient to pay even half a 
crown in the pound of his debts, Mr. Wilkes per- 
foaded the treafurers to pay the 300 1. to Mr. Abnon^ 



■ 
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more regiments to doatbe, Reffiter more hats, and 
Shakefpeare more ropes to make, although thole he 
h^s already are not deftined to their juft purpofes. 
^Ifopf Halifax^ Kite, Glynn^ Kennefy Bird, Sec, Sec, 
are men of moderate ambition as v/c\\ as talents, and 
only expert a few lottery-tickets to be thrown into 
their laps at par, therefore are minifterial. Such is 
the prefent political ftate of the city magiilracy. — To 
add a word on a larger fcale : 

The impartial world hold the Rockingham party to 
be the moft innocuous fett among the prefent candidates 
for power ; but all good men fear Maiagrida and his 
fadion, as truly dangerous to the conftitution of this 
kingdom. The above impartial account (hews how 
weak they are, where they affe6l to be the moft 
powerful. It will likewife comfort thofe real friends of 
liberty, who know how defperate, but muft now be 
convinced how impotent too, their malice againd 
their country is likely to prove. 

Dec. 14. 



A CARD. 

THE Public prefent compliments to John Wilkes, 
Efq. and the Rev. Mr. Home; and beg that the 
former will acquaint them whether he ever, and 
when, intends to publish the Hiftory of England, 
which two years ago he faid was in the pre&; and » 
that the latter will inform them, if ever and when 
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It was in vain to reprefent to theni, that they were 
impofing upon the public : That the Society, whcf> 
they fohcited their fubfcriptions in April 1 770, had pub- 
liihcd :an account of what dtbts of Mr. Wilkes liiJl 
remained due, in order to ir.duce tlum to fubfcribe: 
Thnt after this certain account given, ard r.fter tbi&e 
jicas fcarch, they were now talking to the public in 
league and uncertain exprefiions of'* Ml the out (land- 
ing debts BONA FIDE due^'' and of ** some o!d 
•* debts of John Wiikes Efq " That the rcllridion 
of BONA FIDE was fuppofiHg in Mr. Wiikes the ex- 
tremity of ingratitude and MALA FIDES *. That on the 
24th of July, 1770, eight gentlemen had lent to the 
Society feven hundied pounds on the followi g con- 
dition — ** As the fum wanting to coinpromifc Mr. , 
** Wilkes's debts does not exceed one thoitfattd pounds, 
'* vye the underwiitten will advance to the trtaiurers 
•* of this Society the (urns anncAtd to our refpciftive 
•* names, on the crtdit of the ^otieiyof the JJili of 
" Rights •/' That ihty were now vicl.iiing that con- 
dition, and making it impoilible to bclxve any actoa::t 
the Society might here:f:er give to the public; aid 
thntfince th:uloan nQnr ^ve t/^cn/^nd poLnJ.s h:.d been 
difcharged for Mr. Wiikts : Thtfe and all other nigi.- 
mcnts weie in vain ; they did r.ot want to examine ac- 
■ counts, or to confider what wai- jaft ; liicy came 10 vote 
for Mr. Wilkes, and the propilety of the mtafares 
was left for him to reconcile. 

finding all arguments in vain, and knowing very 
well by^y/hat fort of a majcr'.ty the qucliions h?.d bte» 

P 2 



{ 212 ) 

'Carried, T was defirous to put to the teft the extrava- 
gant zeal and prodigious perfonal difintereded friend- 
ihip which had been exprelTed for Mr. Wilkes, I 
moved that the fubfcription might inftantly begin, and 
called upon them at this time of their excefiive pro- 
fcilions, when fo many zealous members were prefent 
together, to fliew their fincerity by their fubl'criptions. 
My motion was by no means relifhed, the gentlemen 
felt the difference between njoting away other mens 
money and giving their tnvn. There was much 
itruggie to avoid the queflion ; but the ridicule was 
too Itrong even for them ; they were aihamed, imme- 
diately after voting the fubfcription, to vote againft 
its beginning. The queftion therefore was carried 
UNANIMOUSLY. The book was inilantly opened 
and prefented to the gentlemen ; and when the fecre- 
tary next morning came to cad up the total of the 
fubfcriptions, he found it amounted to the exafl fum 

of _ I . jf o o o 

After this meeting, many of the mod refpedable 
members talked of quitting the Society, which they 
thought much better than flaying there to wrangle, or 
to be made a mere club for Mr. Wilkes to impofe 
upon the public by general frofefpons^ and to receive 
fubfcriptions folely for the fupport of his extravagance. 
It would not have been at dl difficult to have per. 
(uaded a large majority to attend for once^ and re- 
cftablifh the public principles on which the Society firfl 
began ; but onu^ or many times, would not have 
fufficed. Mr. Wilkes is too artful and induftrious m. 
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mifchief, and the tools he works with too flupid and 
obedient not to have made a perpetual attendance ne- 
ceflary. Such an attendance few men can, and 
Hill fewer will, give when they have no private pur- 
pofe to anfwer ; efpecially where they are to be liable 
to the ignorance and brutality of fuch men as Mr. 
Reynolds, whilft Mr. Wilkes is dexterous enough to 
avail himfelf of the former quality in his agents to 
turn the latter upon his opponents. Befides, it is al- 
ways much eafier to produce confufion than to pre- 
fcrve order; and if Mr. Wilkes could every now and 
then procure a majority to adopt and publijh fome im- 
prudent meafure, the Society would be fare to lofe 
their charafler, and with it their importance : and 
we knew, for he had declared long before, that he 
was determined to deftroy it. Still we were wiDirg 
to try every meafure to preferve the Society, whofe 
diflblution as to every public purpofe wc forefaw with 
infinite regret. 

. At the next meeting therefore of the Society, on 
February 12, 1771, one of the members rofe andde- 
fired to be indulged with fome converfution, though 
be was not going to make a motion : He de fired only 
to explain his own fentiments and underftand theirs : 
He repeated his own public motives, and (hewed they 
were originally the declared motives of the Society : 
Much difputc, he faid, had however been lately held 
whether thefe were originally the avowed intentions of 
the Society, or whether it had been inftltuted n;creiy 
for the fupport and emolument of Mr. Wilkes, to the 
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exduHon of all other public mcafurcs ; he therefore 
for his part waved entirely that difpute : He defircd 
only to know what were the fentiments the Society 
would declaie now, and whether they, would deter- 
mine to a<fl for the future as a public Society, giving 
fupport and tfFedual affiltance to every thing which 
was importantly ufeful to the rights of the nation and 
mankind, or confine Ihemfelves fingly to Mr. Wilkes ? 
IHe faid he did not mean to make a motion of thi5, or 
put it to the vote: If there were fi'vey or even three 
members of that Society prefent who would acknow- 
ledge themfelves to be confined merely to the raifing 
of money for Mr. Wilkes, he would quit the Society 
at once without troubling them with any reafoningon 
the fubjetfl. — Several other gentlemen declared the 
fi'.nic fentiments. —This converfation was entirely 
unfortfeen ; Mr. Wilkes himfelf was not prefent; his 
leading partizans were without inftru^ions on thefub- 
jedl ; the piofeffions were only in general of public 
motives ; and general profcflions are fafely made by 
the moft interelted men, who never mean to come to 
particulars. Much converfation however paiTed of a 
different tendency » yet no one member would acknow 
kdge a private principle of ai^ion. 

The member who fpokc firft then rofe again, and 
(liid, Since he found they were all agreed in their ^f- 
fteral motives, he would now make a particular mo- 
tion in confequence ; and he moved — " That an im- 
•* mediate fubfcription (in order to raife Jive hundred 
*• pounds) be opened for Mr, BingUy, for having 



** refu/ed to anfwer interrogatories, and to fubmit to 
** the illegal mode of actachnient.*' He reprcfcnted 
to them that it was now near three ytars fince Mr. 
Bingley was firil fent to prifon ; that he had fufFcred 
aimed as much imprironmcntas Mr. Wilke?, and had 
hitherto received no reward for refifting attachment 
and interrogatories ^ which were' much more danger- 
ous and dreadful than genera/ 'warra*!tj i that befiJeSy 
he was in a (lation where fentiment and public princi- 
ple were not fo much to bcexpeftcd as in Mr. VVillics's, 
and thcrefo e requiied the greater encournwement. 
He faid, he did not deiire any gentleman prefent to 
{Iibfcribe to this ; that he knew the money would be 
raifed ; the only queilion for them to copfider was, 
u hetber the Society fhould have (he honour of the 
gift, or whether it fhould be given out of the Society 
by tiiofe gentlemen who had already d^termin^d on 
the meafuie and were deQruus to cqntri|)u(c ( 
. This motion fcemed too reafpnable to ad^pit of de- 
bate, and yet it mqt with great oppc(it^on ftoi^i Mr. 
Wilkes's friends. It was bowcyer cirried by a m ijo- 
rity ; and near half thft iponey was injiantly i'ubfcribed. 
'. At the next meeting of the Socie% February 26, 
1 77 1, Mr. Wjlkes attended, H^ had fplkjl:^ his 
forces, and was fhamelcfs enough to ca\ile thc:m to> 
eome to the following refolution : 

** ThiJt the firft objeS of this Society, in order to 
** promote the pul)iic purpofes of jt^s inflitution, was 
** to fupport John ^ViIkes, F/q againft minifierial 
« opprcifiony by difcharging \i\k debts and rendering 
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•* h:m independent. That this Society having refoU'ect 
" that the public condaft of John Wilkes, Efq. has 
*' continued fuch as merited their approbation, and 
*' not having as yet fully accoroplilhed their declared 
** purpofe of difcharging his debts, no new sub- 
** scRiPTioNS ihall for the future be opened in this 
** Society for any other purpose whatsoever, 
•* until ALL the dehti of John Wilkes Efq. which 
'* (hall appear to have been bona fide due at the time 
" of the formation of this Society, and have already 
been given in to an y committee or general meeting 
thereof, ihall be fully difchargcd orcompromifed.'' 
Before this^ refolution was paiTed, tstxy pollible 
method was tried for an accommodation : It was pro« 
pofed that every perfon might be permitted in that 
Society tofubfcribe for whatever good purpofe he 
ihould adopt : It was (hewn plainly, that by this vote 
they would exclude from the Society every one who 
wilhed to do public good, and who yet might not chufe 
to fubicribe to Mr. Wilkes, or, having given (bme- 
thing, might not confent to fubfcribe any more. Mr. 
Wilkes would lifien to no ternos ; he was now fure to 
accompli(h his wifhes, and faw that from this day the 
Society would either exifi no longer, or would exift 
for him only. 
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A NN A'LS of the Mayoralty of theRighft' 
Hon. uARLOW TRECOTHICK, Efq, 

JUNE 29, 1770, he was nominated by the 
livery 9 and ele^ed by the coart of aldermea 
lord-mayor of this city. While Guildhall ftill 
echoed with his name, his firft a£l and fpeech was to 
ai'raign the conda£t of that livery in the moil modeil 
manner to their faces for fetting aiide Sir Henry Bankes, 
He declared Sir Henry a good fort of many although 
the livery by fetting him afide had in effed declared 
him a bad fort of man to be their chief magiftrate. 
On the true levelling principle of his Countrymen, the 
Bojloniansy he likcwife declared the late Mr. Beckford, 
xkidtfirft of men, to whom the grateful citizens have 
decreed a ftatue for a long life of faithful only fervices, 
a good fort of man. He fpoke little of himfelf, find- 
ingy I fuppofe, the fubjedt remarkably barren ; but 
in the conclafion he feemed to allude to the error 



. ( 2I8 )i 

committed by the livery in their choice of h'lm/or fo 
fyrt a timey — an error whidi will not be repeated^ I 
believe, ^wtn for fo Jhort a time. 

June 30, he attended the lord-commiiTioner Smy the. 
The recorder, in gratitude for his former perfonal fa- 
vours to Mrs. , a good fort of a 'woman, gave 

him a clear head, great vigour of mind^ 2l love of-^ 
his country, an attachment to the \velfare of— his 
fellows-citizens, anq a veneration for the laws. The 
lord -com mifTioner fcemed to hold all thefe fine things 
faid by Mr. Recorder very cheap, or to think them 
very ill applied ; for Jie defired his new lord (hip not to 
break the la^ws bitnfelf and to fee tbem 'well obferved 
in the city ; a proper and obliging compliment, but 
entirely ufelefs, for October 24ch his lordlhip figncd 
the I LLBG A h prefj^'war rants himfeif, and ordered all 
ttie conilables in the city to violate the laws after hi^l* 
example. 

, Sept. 18, all the calls of an expenfive nature being 
over for the yej^r, his lordihip, from the greatnefs of 
his fou\ in viced to the Manfion*houfe the whole com- 
mon-council, and provided an entertainment for half 
o.f them. I'hofe who came Hril dined with his lord- 
ihip, the reft with Duie Humphry — not Coates — they 
wiihed that they had. Of the fragments were taken 
up and fent to the various prifons of this city, batkets 

QOOCOOOOO. 

Oft. 5, ifltied from the Mafr/tan-hcufesLmznifedoof 
this city -king to the public. It declared, that he was 
Z' party man ; that he owned himfeif linked with a 
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f]B{lion, and aSed ht puhlic tvitb a pariicutdr fett of 
tHen, bat did not mention a fyllablc'of foficiting the 
i»ftru6lions, aiking the opinion, or promiiing to obey 
the commands, of his conftituet^ts, the citizens of 
this metropolis, who will undoubtedly at the next 
general eledion add this tool once more to the Rock- 
ingham fai5iion. 

. Oa. 24, he admitted into the city, whole bands of 
ruffians under the name of fre/s gangs ^ cirefild. their 
chiefs gave them the fandion of his name and autho- 
rity to all the conllables, and let them loole againd 
tbe laws, the ()eacey the liberties and franehifes of 
London. 

God be prat fid, this day is Nov, 8 ! 



A SKETCH OF CITY POLITICS. 

MALAGRIDAhas been long hovering over the 
dty, and now he vainly imagines it will foon become . 
an e:ify prey. I believe that he is miftaken. He is 
indeed fubtle, bold and entcrprizing, but Uke all very 
artful men, he generally outwits himfclf. He never 
walks in a ftraight path. Where others take the dire^ 
road, he always prefers the crooked, fcrpcntine way. 
He cannot go direftly to the point, even when it leads 
in a right line to what he himfelf wiflies. So eccen- 
tric a genius was never feen. . If at any time his in- 
tereft leads him to the public good, the means he em- 
ploys always difgrace the end. . His'Erii appearance 
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was merely as the ranner of Lord Bate, and his nio^ 
early ambition to be viceroy under his Lordfhip. AU 
the dark negociations with Lord Holland were ma- 
naged by Mabgrida. He continued for a ihort time 
the bofom -friend' and favourite of both thofe patriotic 
Ix>rds, and fupported all their meafures in and out of 
parliament, particularly the peace of Paris* and the 
late excife on c) der and perry. Many favage attacks 
on Mr. Pitt in the Houfe of Commons by his blood- 
hound, Barre, were made during the reign of this 
tfirtuous triumvirate, when they concurred in endea- 
vouring to run down tht great commoner. That union 
was foon diflblved by repeated proofs of Malagrida's 
treachery, and the two other Lords at laft only agreed 
in a mutual complaint of his bafenefs, and, what is 
very fingular, of both having been betrayed by that 
young man. Lord Holland, who is certainly the "moil 
compleat judge in the world of a knave, declared that 
bt ivas born a Jefuit^ and £rfl cfariftened him Mala^ 
grida ; a name which has ftuck to his Lordfhip ever 
fince, as that oi Jemmy Switcher has to Lord S. The 
public ratified the juftice of the happy allufion in both 
ioilances. Malagrida has lately joined himfelf to his 
old enemy, the Earl of Chatham. This junftion has 
been effeded folely from political views. The Jefuit 
obferved how frequently, and to what advantage, 
Mr. Pitt formerly played off the city againfl the court 
and the adminiilration. He hopes to do the fame, 
and confiders Lord Chatham as a dying man, whofe 
lich fucceifion he means to inherit. With this view he 
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Tends Alderman Townfend to every common-hall* 
common-councily and committee ; and the Brentford 
pnrfon he orders moil indecently to jump on tables at 
taverns^ CO harangue for the fame purpofe at every 
meeting of freemen and liverymen where he can get 
accefs, although he is neither freeman nor liveryman. 
AD this Malagrida will certainly find in the end highly 
degrading and abfolutely ineifedual. The influence 
of Lord Chatham has ceafed in the city. He has no 
more weight there than at St. James's. The conilant 
city phrafe of him is, Thefuneralt Sir, is gone by. The 
livery at large have the moil juH notions of public 
freedom and their own independence. Alderman 
Townfend is the only magiftrate who has been gained 
by the Jefuit, He hopes to come in with his pation, 
and under him to enjoy a good place, or cwtraB^ or 
both. In the late declaration under his hand, he ftu- 
dioufly avoided faying he *would not in future accept 
a contrary nor has he yet declared that he does not 
wiih to be both a placeman and a contraffor. He may 
at the prefent moment fafely abjure both, and will 
probably continue to regard Uarlty with ftill more envy 
than hatred. The Brentford parfon looks up for pre- 
ferment to the fame quarter, and therefore has always 
held the pen for them, even in the Sermon he pub- 
liihed, which his bookfeller Almon advertiies in the lift 
of tht political pamphlets printed for him in 1769. 
Sawbridge, Oliver and Stephenfon are unjufUy fuf- 
pedted of a connedlion with Malagrida, They are 
known by the friends o( liberty to have the caufe of 
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their country at heart, and not to pace in the* trammels 
of any man, or fadion. H If 'tikes has common un- 
derlianding, he muil know that he can (land only on 
the public and popular ground : Should he conne<Sb 
himfelf with any prcfent or future minifter, he would 
become a party -man, be foon fwallowed up and un.- 
done. He has folemnly declared againft all places, 
penfions, &c. He muil iight under the banners of 
the people only^ and chiefly in great and national caufes. 
Malagrida knows this, and in ihe defpair of gaining 
him endeavours his deilrudion. Hence Barres late 
abufe of him in parliament, and the Brentford parfon^s 
felfe and invidious accounts of all the Jate public tranf- 
adiions in which ff'i/ies has been concerned. The 
late lord-mayor, in the reicript frqm the Mar.fioi^- 
Houfe of 0£t. 5, avowed himfelf a partizan of Lord 
Rockingham. Alderman Br'nigen is well difpofed to 
the.public, butfcldom attends city-bufintfs. They^- 
ther of the city is a courtier. He hopes foon to leuve 
the froward diildien, of whom he has long complained, 
and to be included in the next piomoiion of Irifti peers. 
When Alderman Fcen aivakts, 1 fhall be able lo give 
fome account of him. burner is dcleivedly the con- 
tempt of both parties, from a trimming, fliuffling, pie- 
varicating condud on every occafion, and appearing 
to be equally deftitute of dignity, i^w^^y or principle. 
Bankes is ready, from difjppointment and revenge, to 
join in any meaiures which can IclTen the credit and 
authority of an upright livery, who have lepealedly 
Ikcwn their abho.icncc of him. Jiarley wiflies for 
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fuUic cdufe. Is there a man of coinmon-fenfe who 
does not feel the infuk oiFercii to iiis underilanding, 
that, after three years and a quarter employed in the 
fearchy it (hould be pretended that neither Mr. Wilkes 
nor his brother, nor his attorney, are yet able to pro- 
duce a complete lid of his dtbts ? and that it is necef- 
fary for the fuhlic caufe^ that no fubfcription what- 
ever for any fuhlic purpofe ihall be entered into, un- 
til all the outfianding dehts of John Wilkes, £fq. are 
difcharged, which iliali appear to have been bona 
TIDE due at the formation of this Society ? Whoever 
does not feel this infult, muft either be as dead to 
Chame as Mr. Wilkes, or as grofs as his partizans, 
neither of whom could perceive the bkter futire con- 
tained in their own advert ifcment, wherein by the re- 
ilriftion, they fuppofed it poflible that Mr. Wiikes 
might fufFer claims to be made for him on that Society 
of debts which were not bona fidb due. 

Om the 22d of January, 1771, the Society m?t 
•according to their lalt adjournment. Great induilry 
had been ufed by Mr. Wilkes to pack a majority, 
many meetings had been held, and dinners given at 
the prime mini(ler*8 (Mr. Reynolds) for the purpofe. 
Sixteen members, who had never paid the lead atten- 
tion to any part of the tranfadions, and had fcarcely 
ever attended before, came merely to vote as Mr. 
Wilkes fhould pleafe to direct: On the other hand, 
many gentlemen, who difliked the attempts on the 
Society, now flayed away, difgufted at altercation and 
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the indecent behaviour of fome of Mr. Wilkes'i 
agent! } it is not wonderful, for in all large companies 
it is found that public wifhes are not fo (harp a fpur 
as private intereft. The fame conduct which is pur* 
fued by the miniftcr in packing a majority in another 
tfjftmifiy naturally produced the fame meafurcs at this 
meeting. Like the Uonfe of Commons^ they voted 
tlieir king money nuitbout an account, and an afprO'^ 
bation of his conduct nuitbout an enquiry. It was by 
a final! majority of a meeting, which confifted of forty*- 
JcTcn^ •• Refoived, l. That after the debts due by 
** this Society are dif charged^ there be paid out of the 
'* firli unapplied monies which fhall come into the 
** hands of th© treafurers of this Society the fum of 
" 600 1. to pay Mr. L. Madeane in full fjtisfadlion 
•* for all debts due from John Wilkes, Efq. to the 
'* faid L. Macleane. 

<' 2. Refoived, That a farther iubfcription be now 
" opened for the purpofe of difcharging all tbe out- 
** ftanding debts o( John Wilkes, Efq. which appear 
*' to have been bona fide due at the time pf the 
•' formation of this Society.. 

" 3. Refoived, That the public conduft of John 
<' Wilkes, Efq. fince his enlargement from the King^s 
** Bench pri(bn hath been fuch as merits the approba- 
•• tion of this Societ)'. 

'* 4. Refoived, That the p^iblic be informed that 
'< there are some old debts of John Wilkes, Efq. 
*' which dill remain unpaid, and that their farther 
*' contributions are necessary to difch^rge them«V 
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and taice the profits of his Hiftor^. At tengtli t\\fi 
famous IniroJu^ion was pubhfhed, and orders were 
given to Mr. Aimon, that the fubfcribers to the other 
promifed publication in 1768 fhouid now have an 
IntrcduBion inftead of it. 

The Hijiory itfelf is not yet, and we may venture 
to fay never will be, begun. Here. Mr. Printer, was 
a fourfold fraud, ift. The fubfcribers to the publi- 
cation, which was never given, (hould have received 
their' guinea back again for their receipts, and not 
tiie half-crown IntroJuSion^ for which they never 
fubfcribed; 2d, If Mr. Wilkes had really obtained 
from the bookfcller lYitnvbole 360 1. in part for his 
Hiftory, the bookfeller was to haVe been defrauded: 
3d, The trcafurers were impofed upon when they 
were perfuadcd to pay 3 col. for a Hiflory, 'u.hich 
*uas never to appear, out of a fund appropriated for 
the payment of Mr. Wilkes's debts, and not to put 
ready money into his pocket 1 indeed almofl all the 
300 1. was thrown away : 4th, The public at large 
VJtft cheated \i\io the purcbafe of that which wa.s an 
JntroduSiion to nothing However, I muft fay, that 
in fait, though not in intentim^ Mr. Wilkes a^led 
more honedly to forbear his HiHory, than to proceed 
in it { for \i\^ fpccimen fufficiently ilxcws what the per- 
formance muft liave been, as weH in matter as man- 
ner : to pafs over other things, he muft, to be fure, 
be an excellent hiftorian, who, in Hsfpecimen, makes 
a miftake of a whole century. 

And now for the claim on Mr. Hofne : On what 
is it founded ? An advertifement appeared in the pa- 



( 226 ) 

pers, foon after the franfaBUns in Sf, George's FieUsg 
that a narrative of them would speedily be 
pubJiflied 6y Mr. Horne. Do authors or readers 
coniider fuch an advertifement as a fromife^ or a figni* 
fication of the author's intenHon? Might not Mr. 
Home be very well j unified in forbearing to give it, 
even if it was only becaufe he had ahered his mind, 
and did not ehufe it ? How much more then if he faw 
fome danger which he /did not chufe or thought im- 
prudent to rifk ? becaufe he hdd rafhly throughout 
that day expofed his life to colled the witneiTeSy fe- 
cure the murderers, and bring the authors and adors 
of that bloody mailacre to light ; becaufe he did this 
in the heat of that honeil indignation, which fuch a 
fcene of horror infpired ; and becaufe, ftill imprefTed 
with the fame zeal, he declared his intention to lay 
the particulars before the public ; is he therefore tied 
down, by any manner of reafoning, coolly to incur 
a danger afterwards, which either reflection or frcfli 
circumdances might make him believe improper? 
Suppofe Mr. Horne was promifed by his friends that 
there fhould be a parliamentary enquiry, or at lead an 
attempt for a parliamentary enquiry into thofe tranfac- 
tions, and therefore advifed by them to forbear fuch 
intended publication, was not Mr. Horne at liberty 
to follow his own judgment ? X^A Mr. Horne ever 
receive fubfcriptions for that or any other purpofe or 
publication ? Is Mr. Horne in any fenfe of the word, 
except in voluntary labour, t\ie /errant of the pubh'c, 
or of any one man^ or of any f arty of men ? Has Mr. 
Horne at any time received any obligations, except 
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thofc of fricndfhip, civility, and rcfpeft, from the 
public, or from any individuals ? Has Mr. Home in 
any period of his life been a candidate either for 
honour or profit ? He has aiked many votes for 
others, but can the public beftovv any vote or favour 
on Mr. Home ? Does he £11 the papers with paragraphs 
about himfelf? Does he ad like one who is weCck 
enough to think the pralfe of fools a laudable ambi- 
tion ? What claim then has any man, or fct of men, 
ppon Mr. Home for his fervices, except indeed it be 
the fervices be has already performed, the repeated 
hazards he has already run, and the labours at;d 
expences with which, for three years pall, he h;is bten 
kourly exbaulling himfelf? 

It appears to me that thefc, and many other reafons 
of the fame nature, which will fuggeft themftlvcs to 
every mind, would have betu a fufficient jullification 
of Mr. Home, if he had not, according to bib dulared 
inUntiotty publiihed a narrative cf the tranfaQiom in 
St. George* J Fields, 

But, bir, the implied charge of your correfpondent 
in that card is falfe. Mr. Home ha^i publifhed a nar- 
rative of ihofe tranfadions. I was prefent at the M ile - 
End aiTcfflbly-room when he repeated the circum* 
ibinces to the freeholders ; and I lead afterwards, in 
the Middleiex Journal, a very accurate account of 
what he had fpo :cn ; which explains, very fully and 
particularly, the tranfailions of the bloody tenth of 
May, togetl^t with the fubfequent proceedings on 
the trial of the foldler. 

I think what I have laid above nccefTarv, bccaufc 
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I hnvc perceived daily paragraphs indullrioufly and 
artfully infcrted by Mr. IVilkes for fome time paft, in 
all the papers, againft Mr. Home. General charges, 
which may be applied to A. or to B. or to every other 
letter of the alphabet, are not to be heeded : Why 
does not Mr. Wilkes defcer.d to particular fafts ? 
Whenever he will do fo, I dare fay he will have an 
ar.fwer. For three years paft I have feen much gene^ 
ral abufe on Mr. Home's charafter by his enemies^ but 
they have never yet ventured to come to particular 
charges: we (hall now moft probably fee whether 
thofe, who have been in confidence with him in all the 
public matters in which he has been concerned, can 
bring any. I have ventured thus to fay a word or two 
in defence of Mr. Home, becaufe it may happen to me 
alfo, on fome occaiion,to differ on principle from Mr. 
Wi]kes*s opinion ; and I do not think it fuch high 
treafon againft h i s msjefty, as that I fhould deferve, 
in punifhment for my prefumption, to be hung up as a 
traitor. I do now therefore befpeak, in return foi: 
my defence, the afllftance of the gentleman whom I 
have undertaken to defend. I am. Sir, 

A Freeholder of Middlesex, and no incon- 
siderable SUBSCRIBER TO Mr. WlLKES. 
Pec. 1%, . 



I A M not furprized to find the Reverend Mr. 
Home become a fuppliant for the public proteftion, 
againft the attacks with which he is daily affailed. 
Unable to defend himfclf on grounds of truth and 
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juftioe, he fincies he can dp it by calumniating another, 
and wifely fuppofes he ftiall exculpate himfelf, and 
'obtain public favor, by injuring and efxpofmg the man 
whom he has hitherto been proud of calling his friend. 
' His happy diltindion between promifmg, and fig- 
nifying his intention, by advertifement concerning the 
tranfatSiions in St. George's Fields, is of a piece with 
his fuppoHtion that he was promifed by bis friends that 
there fhould be a parliamentary enquiry. A par- 
liamentary enquiry promifed by the friends of Mr. 
Home! Rifum teneatisf 

Mr. Horne*is modeil queries fhall be diftin£Uy an- 
fwered, for which purpofe it will be neceflary to ftaie 
them. 

•' Did Mr. Home ever receive fubfcriptions for 
** that, or any other purpofic or publication?'' 

It is well known that Mr. Home has received many 
fubfcriptions for different purpofes, of which no ac- 
counts have ever been exhibited, nor do I believe he 
would chufe to lay them before the public. 

*• Is Mr. Home, in any fcnfe of ijie word, the fcr- 
** vant of the public, or of any one man, or of any 
•• party of men?" 

The public are convinced, that be is not merely 
the fervant, but the foot of Malagrida, who will re- 
ward him with the afs's hoof. 

•* Has Mr, Home, in any period of his life, been 
" a candidate either for honour or profit ?" " Can the 
** public bellow any vote or favour on Mr. Home ?" 

The life of Mr. Home began, as I underftand, 
about four years ago, when he was prodiicrd to the 

Q3 
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world as the friend of Mr. Wilkes, and, as fuch, 
received a degree of pobHc coante;iance and favour, 
which his merit or abilities would never have enti- 
tled him to. The honour of being a friend to Mr. 
Wilkes, and, through him, to the public, was the 
only one I could have conceived be had vanity 
enough to be ambitious of. Whether he ever meant 
to derive any profit from fubfcriptions — from his 
vamped- up Sermon, Mr. Footers Apology, Mr. Mif- 
img*s Letters, Sec, &c. muft be left to himfelf. 

*' Does he fill the papers with paragraphs about. 
•* himfelf?*' 

Gende reader; be pleafed to attend to the letfe^ 
which contains this very extraordinary quefiion : 

What claim then has any man, or fet of men, 

upon Mr. Home for his fervices, except indeed it 
*' be the fervices he has already performed, the re« 
** peated hazards he has already run, and the labours 
" and expences with which^ for three years paft, he 
** has been hourly exhaufting himfelf?** 

Modeft Mr. Home I wonderful man ! who does 
fo much, and fays fo little about it. Why did you 
not particularize fome of your fervices, Mr. Home ? 
aye, and fome of your expences too ? You could 
eafi)y have done the latter ; for I once heard you 
declare, that the Middlefex petition cod you fixty 
pounds ; and nobody contradi^ing you at that time, 
I fuppofe you have conceived that the public will 
fwallow any abfurdities. But it feems, Mr. Home has 
publilhed a Narrative of the Tranfadtions in St, 
George's Fields, 
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« I was prcfcnt (fays the letter before toc) at the 
«« Mile-End aflembly-room. when he repeated the 
«* circumftances to the Freeholders, and I read af- 
«* ter%vards, in the Middlefex Journal, a very accu- 
*« rate accojunt of what he had fpoken," 

I alfo was prefent at the Mile-End affembly, when 
Mr. Home pronounced this famous fpecch, in the 
whole courfe of which, he, " the hero of his tale," 
affumed to himfelf fo much confequcnce, and loaded 
liimfelf with fo much applaufe, as to fend me and 
many more of his auditors away, pofftffed of a nmit 
hearty contempt for him, and of a muchabated zeal 
for a caufe where fuch a man was to appear •« the 
leading God." 

Axid now, Mr, Home, let me addrels myfelf to 
you with a word or two of ferious advice. Hang ow% 
your name no more in the public prints ;. the world is 
tired of you, and your name ; you are to fink into the 
oblivion from which Mr. Wilkes's friendihip raifed 
you ; retire then to the duties of your cure, and wait 
with patient (though I venture to affure you vain) 
hope, that Malagrida will call you forth oh his ex- 
altation iilte office, to confer on you tl^e reward of 
your toil in his fervice. 

SCOURGE. 

Dec. 31, 



0.4 
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To Mr. WILKES, alias SCOURGfi, 

SIR, 

YOU- arc certainly in the right to attempt no dc^ 
fence of the fourfold fraud with which 1 charged you 4 
for though your iilence will carry thoroygh convidion 
to the public, yet you have the confolation to know 
that your chara(fler cannot fuffer. You continue to 
load Mr. Home with your abufe ; but ilill it is gen^^ 
ral. How often muft I call upon you to defcend to 
particular s f 

As for Mr. flome^ importance with the public, 
which you talk of, I dare fay he defires as fmall a 
ftare of it as even you would be willing to allo\y 
him. 

But you fay, " It is well known that Mr. Home 
*• has received many fubfcriptions for different pur- 
^* pofes, of which no accounts have ever been exhi- 
*' bited, nor do I believe he would chufe to lay them 
** before the public." Very well, Sir % though this 
is no juftification of yourfelf, yet it looks like coming 
to fonfe point. I have only to defire of you to name 
what fubfcriptions you mean ; and if you can raife 
even a iovbt concerning the condu6l or charadler of 
Mr. Home in that refpedt, I will readily acknowledge 
him to be as great a fc^-nd — 1, as you muft confefs 
yourfelf to be if you decline this challenge. 

A Frbeholder of Middlesex, and no incon* 

SIDERABLE SUBSCRIBER TO M|t. Wltf^E^, 
Jan. s, I77I* 
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YOUR correfpondcnt Mr. Horne is extremely 
angry at being told that be has received many Aib- 
(criptions for diCerent purpofes ; and» with a mildneff 
and decency of language , peculiar to himfelf, chal* 
lenges me to name what fubfcriptioos I me^n. I will 
accept this challenge, and promife him to be very par* 
ticular in my accpunts of thefe fubfcriptions. But in 
the mean time Mr. Hprne muft entitle himfelf to thefe 
communications, by acknowledging or diiavpwing his 
having ever received any fubfcriptions, or any profits, 
from the feveral publications mentioned in my laft. If 
))e acknowledges, he will of courfe fet forth the ac> 
count and difpofition of the monies that he has receiv- 
(td : if he denies, I will meet him with proofs. 

Jan, 4. SCOURGE; 



To Mr, WILKES, alias SCOURGE. 

WHEN impudence rifes beyond a certain pitchy 
there is that kind of merit in it which belongs tQ 
every thing very extraordinary. It di(arms one^s an- 
ger, and makes a man condemn himfelf jor being 
peevilh at that which ought only to excite his laughter, 
Such merit has your letter of yefterday ; in which yoi| 
command Mr. Horne to lay before the public an acr 
l^Q^nt oif the money produced by the fate Qf lus Ser^ 
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inon» and the particular artidet in which he has dlf- 
pofed of it. 

Adieu, Mr. Wilkes ; make fourfelf merry witli 
the weaknefi of mankind ; hut take care y<m do not 
reverfe the fate of Congreve's lover, whoTe mifbefs 
begun by laughing at him, butiintihed by laughing 
WITH him. 
A Freeholder op Middlesex, and no incon* 

SIDERABLE SUBSCRIBER TO Mr. WiLRES. 
Jan. 5. 



To Mr. HORN E, alias A Freeholder of Middlcfcx, 
and no Inconfiderable Subfcriber to Mr. Wilkes. 

* ■ • • ■ 

YOU are a wretched judge of ftyle, or you couW 
not have imputed either of the letters figned Scourge 
to Mr. Wilkes— You again miftake i he did not con- 
fine himfclf to generals. He brought a p^rticvlar 
charge of /^^W againft you for your account of the 
Wefiminfier buiinefs, to which you have not replied, 
and therefore I am fatisficd that he will never more 
give you a line, unlcfs you fign your real name. He 
has already clafTed you with the Jemmy T^uitchers, the 
George OnJIjews, and other dear old friends of theTe 
times. He mufl now laugh at your grofs abufe, and 
at the filly attack of a writer, who objeas nothing 
to his TntroduBion, but ap erratum advcrtifcd in the 
public papers at the time of its iirft appearance, and 
tells a tedious tale of his felling it to a bookfeilcr. 
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which, if true, is nothing to the purpofe. Where is 
yoMT promifoJ jufticaiiou F Toa abufed feveral other 
authors for their falfe accounts in the preface to your 
own, and then declared yoorfelf readjf to ^oucb the 
muibintUity of your own; but» though repeatedly 
called upon, have never advanced a fyllable in your 
juftification. You afterwards threw out feveral dark 
hints, entirely founded on impofture and fallhood, 
worthy only of the moft rancorous and malevolent 
of all beings — except one. fiut Mr. Wilkes dared 
you to fpeak out, to fet your name to any charge 
againfl him, and he would give you a full confutation : 
You have made no reply. He mult then be an idiot 
if he paid a moment^s attention to fo (hamelefs a 
writer, who delights to fport with truths or conti- 
nued to be on terms of intinucy with the mod trea- 
cherous and dangerous of all men ; one whofe Icaft 
Crime it is, that 

He tells whateVr you think, whatever you fay ; 
And, if he lie not, ofiult at leaft betray, 

Youcallyourielf no InconJUerahle Suhfcriher to Mrr 
Wilkes. You fubfcribed indeed that you might be- 
come a member of the BUI of Rights ; but have you 
paid one Shilling ? You have entirely evaded Scourge's 
queftions about the various fuhfcriptions and fuhlica-- 
tions, and would confine the enquiry onJy to the pro- 
fits of your fermon. He therefore, I fuppofe, will 
have done with you. I (hall not let you efcape in 



this manner. Yoa £iy, " that yoa have only to defire 
of him to name what fubfcriptions he means.*" IwiJl 
ibte a few. It is known, that amazing foms for the 
following purpofes having been colleftcd by Mr. 
HoroCy bat only MV. Home knows how they have 
been applied. You are called upon to ftate how he 
has difpoied of the large fums he colledled for the fol- 
lowing purpofes: i. Serjeant Glynn^s eledion, ten 
guineas each from moft of his friends. 2. The Widow 
Bigby^s appeal. 3. Gillam's trial. 4. The affair of 
the weavers in Spittleiields.— You owe this to all 
y^or friends, and above all to the Serjeant. 

Now, Sir, I will give you a ftory of a bookfeller 
and Mr. Home, not about the profits of his fermon^ 
which I believe ^txtfoon fettled, but of a pamphlet 
publiihed by Mr. Foote, the furgeon. That gentleman 
had himfelf drawn up an account of his examination of 
poor Clarke^ one of the perfons murdered at Brentford : 
He had added feveral judicious cbirwgical obfervations, 
and the pamphlet would have been fhort, but unexcep- 
tionable. Mr. Home perfqaded him to omit almoit 
every thing which fuited his profefrion,and to add many 
yenomous policicai farcafms, as little failed to the pro- 
feflion of the re'vtrend gentleman, in order to make 
a fhilling pamphlet. Mr. Foote paid the expence of 
advertifmg, &c. to the amount of n^ar twenty pounds. 
The pamphlet had a rapid Tale ; — and now let me aik, 
Pid Mr. Home or did he not call on Mr. Davis, the 
publifher, in Piccadilly, and take up between 40 1. 
^nc) 5c 1. of him on account of the profits of this 
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pamphlet, in which Mr. Foote had only confidered 
Mr. Home as 2i friendly coadjutor in the public cauie > 
Soon after this tranfadbion, did not Mr. Foote himfelf 
call on Mr. Davis to fettle the profits of the pam'- 
phlet, and was he not exceedingly furprized and 
chagrined at the condud of the revirend gentleman ? 
Has he not exprefTed his indignation at this treatment 
to Mr. Davis, Mr. Home^ and feveral of his friends ; 
and has he hitherto had any iatisfidion from Mr. 
Horne ? Will you pleafe. Sir, to clear lip this matter, 
and to give as, with the account of your fub- 
fcriptions, the evidence of Mr. Davis, both the 
father and the fon, with Mr. Footers juHification of 
your dijinterefted friend/hip to him ? 

You may addrefs this, if you judge no^ as well as 
you did bejfore of the ftyle of a writer, in another let- 
ter to Mr. Wiikes, alias 

Jan. 8. CAT O'NINE TAILS; 



Now, by my fool, it maket me blufh to know 
My fpirits could defcend to fuch a foe } 
Whatever caufe the vengeance might provoke, 
It feems rank cowardice to give the ilroke. 

CMUICHILt* 

CAT O'NINE TAILS is miftaken in fup- 
pofing I have done with Mr. Horne ; his anfwer to 
my laft is indeed almoft too contemptible for my 
notice^ yet I canhot fuffer him to mifapply my con- 
tempt, and conceive it to be indulgence ; he Ihall 
have no more indulgence at my hands than hb merits 
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entitle him to, and that will at prefent be a very finall 
portion. 

I do again exhort him, or if he likes the word 
better, ammani him, if be has yet remaining a wifti 
to have one honeil man his advocate or friend, to 
lay before the public accounts of the feveral lums 
he has received, not merely from the fale of his Ser- 
pion, but from the feveral other publications men- 
tioned in my former letter, and from fubfcriptions. 
If he flill continues to evade my queftionp, the pubhc 
will put a proper conftruftion on his filence, and 
impute knavery as well as folly to his ill -timed 
mirth. 

But if Mr. Home cannot fully and effedually re- 
fute Cat o'Nine Tails' Itory, m your paper of yellot- 
day, 1 will fpare his anfwers to my queries, for I will 
never give a fingle lafli to one fo totally lolt to all 
fenfe of (hame and honour, but will thenceforth give 

him up as a difgrace to the pen of 

Jan. II. SCOURGE. 



Fcnchurch-Street, Jan. 16, 1771. 

I THINK it my duty to declare that the charge 
brought againft Mr. Home, relating to the Society 
at the London Tavern, of which I am Treafurer, is 
falfe, fcandalous, and groundlefs ; and all the other 
charges- as far as I know or believe, are the fame. 

RICHARD OLIVER. 
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Piccadilly, Jan. t^, I77r« 
MefTrs. R. and W. Davis think it incumbem fm 
them to dechire that the charge brought againll Mr. 
Home, concerning Mr. Footers pamphlet, as far as ie 
relates to them, or comes within their knowledge, is 
toca)!/ falfe. 

ROBERT DAVIS. 

WILLIAM DAVIS. 



Jam 26, 1771. 

THE charge againft the Rev. Mr. Home, as fat 
as it rei'peds my eledion, is falfe axKl gronndlefs : 
With regard to the other charges, my experience of 
the integrity and diiinterefl^nefs of Mr. Home enr 
titles him to my tellimony, if his general charaAer 
had not made it totally unnecei&ry. 

J. GLYNN. 



THE charge brought againft Mr. Home relative 
to the {ubfcription for the Widow Bigby's appeal 
is entirely falfe and groundlefs : What Mr. Home 
has laid concerning it, in his letter of this day,, is true* 
.—I have the lift of the fubfcribers, and the account 
of the money paid to the attomey, and the balance 
due to Mr. Home is 39 1. 4 s. I believe the other 
charges have as little foundation. 

Serjeants-lnti, W. TOOKE^ 

Jan. lU, 1771, 



at 
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To Mr. Alderman OLIVER. 

Y O U fay in the Public Advcrtifer of this day, 
that " You think it your duty to declare, that the 
'* charge brought againil Mr. Hornc, relating to the 
** Society at the London Tavern, of which you arc 
" Treafurcr, is fiilfc, fcandaIous» and groundlefs ; 

and all the other charges, as far as you know or 

btlieve, arc the fame.*' 

The words of the charge are, " You call yourfelf 
** no Inconfiderable Subfcriber to Mr. Wilkes. You 
** fttbfcribed indeed that you might become a member 
** of the Bill of Rights ; but have you {laid one (hil- 
** ling ?•• 

1. Is it (candalous to affert that Mr. Home fub- 
fcribed to the Bill of Rights ? 

2. Is it ^fe, fcandalous, and groundlefs to aiTert 
that Mr. Home never paid one (hilling of what he 
never fubfcribed ? 

3. Do you not recol1e6l, that Mr. Hornets name 
flood oppofite to 100 1. fubfcribed at the firft meeting 
of that Society ? 

4. Hal not the book, in which the names of feve- 
ral members of parliament and others, with Mr. 
Home's, were written by themfelves, been for feve- 
ral months taken away and fecreted by Mr. Home, 
although frequently called for by the Society ? 

5. Did not Mr. Home admit at the laft meeting of 
the Society, that he had taken the book away, and 
did not know what was become of it ? 

6. Do you know any thing of the truth or falf- 
hood of the other charges ? 

Jan.' i8« 
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(jUERIES to MciTrs. ROBERT and, 
WILLIAM DAVIS. 

t. DID not Mr. Home receive from yoa, or' 
either of you, the profits of Mr. Footers pamphlet^ 
or at leaft the. greater part of the (aid profits ? 

s. Pid not you, or either of you, pay that money 
without the knonjuleJge or con/int of Mr, foote ? 

3. Did not Mr. Foote exprefs to you, or either of 
you, his difpleafore at this pioceeding \ 
Jan. tt. 



to Mr. j d it K rt O ft N fc 

SIR, 
t H A V E read your letter of juftificatiOn .With 
i)tearure, which would have been ftiil greater had yoa 
confined yourfelf to yourfelf^ to juftificatiion only ; 
but you have made an xndire^^ eharge againft Mr^ 
Wilkes, which I am very glad I have authority to 
tontradift. The paragraph in your letter which infi- 
nuates that Mr. Wilkes was the author of the '* il- 
libei-al abufe On the late lord-mayor,** hath not even 
the (badow of truth to fupport it. Mr. Wilkes nei- 
ther WlfOtc the letter compkined of, nor did he ever 
fpeak to the perfon who was the author \ the k>ve of 
truth has obliged md to give you, as well as Mr. 
Trecothick, this information. In this I have two 
views i firftj to dear Mr. Wilkes of this charge ; aiid> 

R 
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fccondly, to let the public fee that your performaRce 
(though in other refpeds praife- worthy j is by no 
means free from malevolence and ill-nature. To 
convince you or Mr. Trcoothickof this matter,' ploafe 
to call any morning at Sam*s Coffee-houfe, Cuftom- 
houfe, and you will be farther informed^ by 

Wedncfday, i6thjan. 1771, S. Vf^ 



To Mr/ H O R K E. 

S I R» Thurfday, Jan. 17* 

AFTER waiting above three weeks, Scourgg 
and I have got a fort of an anfwer from you. You 
are forced to acknowledge the receipt of very confi- 
derable fums, bat you do not ftate to the public the 
particular applications of them, the foery thing <which 
jdu were called upon to do. I know that many Y)f 
your fubfchbers wifh it, as to Mr. Gtynn*s eledtion 
efpedally ; and the more, as there are fereral debts 
iUU remaining unpaid. 

It does not at all appear by your letter bat that 
very large fums may have been funk, and many fub- 
faiptions never brought to account. Your pretended 
ddicacy gives real fufpicion. Tou, more than Lo^tj 
or tiankeyy have been the hanker of the patriots. 
Give as yoar hanker^ s hook. Do you think that fucb 
words as ** fums were coile3»d by me from time to 
*^ time, and were paid as occaiion and opportunitjr oF- 
^* fered," will fatisfy the public ? 
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" Vou have not anfwered any part of the charge 
broaght* againft you relative to Mr. Footers pam- 
phlet. Did you not receive from either of the 
Davis*s the profits of that publication, ivt'tifout the 
cofifent of Mr. Foote^ who thought you affiled him as 
a dijinter eft id friend? The two Davis's ought to be 
inore particular, and to clear up that matter. The 
fin, as well as the father^ is concerned in the bufinefs. 
How is the qoeftion I put to both fin zndfafherf 
^ifiting the fins of the fathers on the children ? Your 
tcitzxifms were mentioned, not the fins oi either ai 
the Datis's. Since when are you grown fo foBcJ of 
the Bible as to quote it f You tell us, V that for three 
*' years paft, your time has been entikely applied 
•• to public mcafures.' ■ What I not a day given to 
the cure of fouls ? to the care of yoor Brentford Rock ? 
I muft then fay, Infelix Ofemper oves fecas i and, if 
Lucretius ftory^ in the London ^vening-Poft, and 
ocher anecdotes, be true, 1 ought to add, as you taik 
tof your private life, Ipfe neteram dumfo^et* Recol^ 
}e£l jikewife your midnight and morning vigils^ 
Sunday not excepted, at the Whiflr-table. Inhere your 
life has been armdil' e'ntirely paifed! Mr. Wilkes 
has ofcen laughed with you about this total facrifice 
of your time, and called you in joke *' the Cardinal 
Pricft." 

You fay, •* that an agent of Mr. Wilkes declared 
** fome time ago, that it would be ufeful to him and 
«« his affairs to come to an open rppture with you." 
I totally difbelicve thpfad; and your charr-dler for 

R 2 
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veracity b fo far loft» that unlcTs you pve ns tihc name 
and the proof, it will pais among the reft of your ab-* 
furd fidioiu. Remember yoar declarations about what 
you pretended Lord Hillfior^ugb (aid of Mr. Onflow^ 
and the flat denial his lordihip gave you, both in the 
papers under his haod» and on oath at Guildford, that 
*' the contrary was true» and your imputation as fidfe 
" as fcandalous.*' 

You fay » ** that yon have been the drudge of almoil' 
** every popular cledion» profecution, and public bu- 
'* finefs I but never the object of any one.*' Pray, 
Sir, was you not proiecutnl by Mr. Onflow ? and is 
there not now a verdid agsunft you ? Who called you, 
S)r> to any one meeting, or tavtm, at London or 
Weftminflcr ? Who aiked you to play the mounte* 
bank on the top of a table» amidil bottles and glafles, 
a certain clergyman crying out, at the King*s Arms 
Tavemi Cornhill, *' There's your Brentford Doctor ; 
'* fee what a defpicable figure he makes ; there's a 
" paribn for you?" The fobereft friends of Liberty 
think you injured and difgraccd the caufe : many fuf- 
ftd you betrayed it« 

You fay, ** that you never did fubfaibe any thing 
'* to the Bill of Rights/' How then are you a mem^ 
ber ? The publio nnderftand that only thofe perfons 
wcise admitted, and had the privilege of voting there, 
wh^kid contributtd to the declared purpo&s of form- 
ing thai Society, exprelledin the preamble of the firH 
fttb(brijpiCiQn|»per« You are charged with havhig 
fot ieveral laoodu carried away the original fuUcrip- 
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.tion-book of the Bill of Rights, in which yon were 
fet down for tool. It can be traced to yoa, and it it 
expcAed that you produce it unmhind at the next 
meeting. 

How did Mr. O/iver^ and other of your friends, 
.bluih fpr you, when they found you defcend fo low 
•as to talk olfixtyfix founds, fwr Jhillings^ and thrti 
balfpince, not being fujjident to furnijb Mr. Wilkes 
nuith two months claret. That meannefs, which 
marks your charadler, has in this inftance funk you in 
the efiimation of every liberal mind, and alone would 
have damned your letter. At the open table kept at 
the King^s Boach, tjoben Mr. Wilkes was always at 
home 9 what part of the claret charge do you think was 
yours ? You mean this invidioufly, to hurt him in the 
opinion of the world. You will not fucceed. He is 
become an ceconomift ; nor has he made the purchafe 
of a iingle bottle of claret, as I am told, fmce he re- 
covered his liberty ; therefore the (hafts of yonr ma- 
lice recoil on ypurfelf. 

I know enough of the parilh of Brentford to be- 
lieve one article of your letter, that YOV did not colUs 
the /urn paid in from thence to the Society of tbt Bill of 
Bights, I believe you may have colkfled twice as 
much from the card'tables thete, and in the neigh- 
bourhood, within a year or two, notwithftanding 
your time has been enti r s l y affHed to public mea- 
furesfor three years pa ft ^ How many of your tQWJi, 
as well as your country friends, mu(l lau^b at the 
afiertion? Your mifta^iLJ^ abpij[t ^r. Trecothick is 
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wilful. You know he never afked Mr. Wilkes the 
queftion about an anonymous paper. He has more 
found fenfe than you. He would have forefeen what 
probably wouM have been Mr. Wilkes's anfwer, be- 
caufe it adually was his anfwer, under his hand, tp 
Lord Talbot : ** I rauft firft infill on knowing your 
'' right to catechife me about an anonymous paper ; if 
•* you arc not fatisfied with this, I (hall ever be ready 
** to give you any other fatisfaftion becoming' mc, as 
** a gentleman.*' You now compliment Mr. Treco- 
thick ; when he was clewed mayor, you faid to feveral 
friends oi^ the hUdings, l*wiUtrim himfo^ that Invilf 
P9t leave hm a rag. All Mr. Wilkes's friends 
know, that he never wrote a line of Scourge^ 6t Cat 
p'Nine Tails, All your friends know, that you vi^rotc 
the ^^ card about Mr. Wilkes's hiilory and your 
own promifed publication, relative to the mafTacre in 
St. George's Fields, and all the letters, fo vain and 
fulfome in your priife, figned A Freeholder of Mid- 
dle/exy and no Inconfiderqhle Suh/criber to Mr, Wilkes^ 
which your card was meant to introduce. But, ap- 
pear under what fignature you will, you fhall be 
dragged to light, and given to the public in your tx\xt 
colours, by 

CAT O'NINE tails: 



AT a former meeting of the Bill of Rights, a 
committee of accounts was fixed to meet on a Friday 
at one o'clock. Mr. Heaton Wilkc$ and Mr. Rcy- 
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nolds (whofe. pref^oipe on ^that cprnmittee was abfo- 
lutely neceiTary^ to explain certain claims on <Mr^ 
^I4^rman WiJkes) met accordingly at one o'clock : 
they waited till three o'clock, at which time P»lr.^ 
Heaton Wilkes and Mr. Reynolds told Mr. Vaughan ^ 
and. the other gentlemen prefent, that as they had 
waited two hours, and then by bufmefs were obliged 
to go. fi way, they hoped Mr. Vaughan avould give 
their compliments to any more gentlemen that might, 
come, and inform them, they deured they would ad-, 
journ Uie committee, and fix a meeting at any hour 
the day following, and they would both attend- 
When Mr. Home, Mr. Townfend, and Mr. Oliver 
came to the committee, Mr. Vawghan mentioned 
Mr. . Heaton Wilkes's and Mr. Reynolds's requeft ; 
but they refufed to grant it, and proceeded to the bu- 
iinefs.. Mr. Heaton Wilkes, at the next meeting of 
(he Society, related the above particulars to the So- 
ciety, and complained of them as unfair, uncandid, . 
and ungentlemap-like. Mr. Alderman Townfend flew 
into a violent pafllon, and called him out. Mr. Heaton 
Wilkes was following him, and expreiTed his readinefs 
to gave him any fatisfadion that became him as a gen-, 
tleman ; but they were both flopped by the interpo- 
fition of chc company •. 

Jan. it. 

* Sep th|s account i«ferred to in p. 190. 
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To Mr. Seijeant GLYNK. 
SIR, 

YOU would have furpri^xd jroar friends by yoar 
name appearing lately in the papers, if it was pot 
known by them how cafily y6a may be brought to 
fign any thing. Did you* before you figned it, read 
the paper, or the other about frefs-'warrants^ which 
is I^np\vp not to be your opinion ? You fay, ** Thie 
'' jcl^arge again$ the ^ev. Mr. Home* as far as it re* 
^' (peds my eiedlion^ is falfe and groundlefs.** Now, 
SiryTHBis IS HO cHARCi^. It IS faid, that Mr. 
Home had jOoUeded ytty large floras, but had not ac« 
counted for them.'* Is it (aid that Mr. Home had 
icmbezzled th^ ? Point out where that is £ud, or 
even iniinuated. Mr. Home only anfwers, ibat he 
toi received large fi^ns^ and bets laid tbem out 09 
occafion and opportunity offered. If you. Sir, do not 
give a better anfwer to the public, and your fub^ 
Jcribers, I know what they both will think of you. 

;aii.24. TRUTH. 



•&X! 



SPEECHES at the Meeting of the ^upportbi^^ 
of the Bill of Rights, March (2, 1771. 

ROBERT MORRIS, Efq. 
Mr. Chairman, 

THE proclamation iflued for apprehending thd 
printers is on all hands, I think, allowed to be illegal, 
I do not believe that there is in the whole kingdooi 
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il lawyer's clerk, who does not know k it be eqoftU/ 
tepugnant to the fpirit and letter of the law and the 
conftitation. The law» though not fo well known» 
is as clear againft commitments by the boufe of Com* 
inons. They have nothing to fupport their pretea- 
^ns but their own vote,, which certainly is not bind- 
ing, on any, but themfelves; an ad of the three 
branches of the legiflature being the only authority 
that isy beiides the common law» acknowledged by 
Enghnd as valid. Matters being thus circumfianced^ 
J am forry to find that fuch magiHrates of London, as 
belong to this Society, do not afford piotcOion to 
fche printen, and refcue them from lawleis videnoe. 
My concern for this neglect thisftar, or this ter- 
giverfation, is the greater* that» if the officers of the 
boufe of Commons, or any other perfon but a mini* 
fter of this city properly authorised, takes thefe ob« 
noxious men into cuftody, the rights of the city are 
violated; it being; legally impoffible for King, Lords, 
hnd Commons, to feize any citizen of London with- 
out the confent of its own magiftrates. Were they 
even to make an ad for that purpofe, it could not 
)iave any force ; becaufe the a£t made in fiivour of the 
city, in the reign of William and Mary, ought to 
be conlidered as a conftitution, and as irreverfiUe as 
Magna Charta ; for indeed it is the Magna Charta of 
the city. For all thefe reafons, it gives me pain to 
fee the printers deferred ; and I wiih Mr. Alderman 
Townfend were prefent, that I might comphm to 
hioi, face to face^ of bis having fbifeittd his vrord^ 



hf rti£ng to be the man who would releafe them, ]( 
they were apprehended in confequence of tkn illegal 
proclamation. Indeed I have already talked to hin\ 
on the fubjedl, and aiked why he did not perform his 
promife i His anfwer was, that he did not find he 
ihould be fupported by any great man, and ptherwii^ 
it would be folly. 

J O H N R B y N O L D S, Ef^, 

• » • 

Mr. CHAlJtMANy 

M R. Townfcnd may wait for the fapport of great 
men ; but I am perfuaded, that there is here prefent a 
member who will a£l upon other principles, and do 
his duty, whether he is or is not countenanced by 
great men. 

* 

Mx. Alozxman WILK£'S« 

Mr. Chairmak, 
THE illegality of the proclamation )s to me fo clear 
a cafe, that no magiftrate, who values the laws, will 
hefitate a moment to releafe any man that is appre- 
hended by virtue of fuch an unconftitutional authority.. 
I (hall always be proud of having the concurrence of 
this afiembly ; and I doubt not but I fhall have it od 
this occasion. But, were I not to be fo happy, yet, 
as the matter is fo plain, as my line of duty is fo di- 
iiinAly marked out by the laws, I will follow where 
it points the way. Fearlefs of confequences, I wiU, 
as I have always done, prefer duty to interefti nor 
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look tip to any great mdn for that pKOte^Uon whichv. 
the laws ^ughc to afford. If they muft be fiknt, if 
derpottfm is become fo irreMible in this coijiiKry as 
to fiifle the voice of the laws, who would wiQi to 
furviye them ? But we are not yet come to this d{^po- 
raee'crifis. The laws will be heard. They may for 
a time be overborne ; but they will in the end prevail. 
The people of £ngland are not yet {b tame oY-puiiK- 
lanimous as to give op their birthright, their iaws anil 
liberties. In this comforcable hope. I will Hand out 
againft fevery arbitrary mandate, and di(chai;ge the 
printers, if they are brought before me for commitr 
ment under no better authority than that of the ii«^V 
proclamation^ or the nvarrantofSirTUtcher N^rtom. 



I A M a member of the Society oHed the^i^ 
porters of the 'Bill of Rights^ and I have confiantlyat^ 
tended all' their meetings. I therefore think it my 
duty to contradict an advertffemeat in your papery 
that the Society met on the 19th of this month- at the 
London Tavern, and came to fevtral refolutioas. The 
whole is an impofitioa on the public and .the Society. 
No fuch meeting could be held. The Society had 
determined at their former -meetingt on the lath of 
this month, That the next meeting fionid he held ow 
Tue/day the gth of Aprils and that Utters be *wrote by 
the Secretary to all the memheys of this Society to atr 
tend at the next ir,eeting on important bu/inefs. The 

form of the circular letter was fettled by the Society, . 
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and it nioi ia thde words: ** Sir, at« needn^of 
•* the Sapportm of the Bill of Rights, held at the 
*< London Tavern, Tueiday Bifarch 12, it was ra- 
*' (bivcd, that all the members of the Society be de- 
** fired to . attend at ihi next mititnz^ April the 9/^, 
npon important bnfinefi. It is therefore hoped 
that you will notiail to give the Society the plea- 
^' fure of your company npon that occasion. I have 
*' the honour tobe,&c« &c. fhemasBodMngten^ feoe- 
** tary/* Mr. BeMngtout fab&qnent condufl has 
forpriied many of his friends, as the title cfficrttary 
coold not be regdarly ufed by him for another notice, 
«rhich was in contradiAion to the jdain dire^ons of 
the Society itielf. From this letter it appears, that 
the gentlemen, who attended at the meeting on the 
1 2th of this month, wUhed to have the fenfe of all 
the members of the Society taken in the ^ireft and 
ftilleft manner as to the whole of their future proceed. 
ing^ It was wumimeujlj refolved. Notwithfbuiding 
this refolution, in the evening papers of Saturday the 
1 6th appeared an advertifement for a meeting of 
the Society on the Tuefday following, figned by Mr. 
Boddington, the fecreury. The advertifement was 
difcontinoed on Monday, and taken up again in the 
Tuefday morning papers. In this uncertainty, and 
on thu ihort notice, many of the meqibers were ex- 
ceedingly embarrafied about the propriety of their 
condu^. Two very refpefUble inembers wen^ in 
perfon, and protefted againft all the proceedings pf 
that pretended meeting pf (he Society, and 4t9|a{:ed 
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to the gentkmoi prefiBnt, that they were notregolarlyr 
aflembled as the Sufporttrs of the BUI •/ Rights^ and 
that all their prdeeediDgs would be void. One of the 
gentlemen gave in the following /r«A^, iigned by 
ferenteen refpedable members of the Society. ^* To 
** Mr. Boddington. Sir, the next general meeting 
*< of the Supporters of the Bill of Rights being ap- 
** pointed by the Society for Tuefday the 6th of 
<^ April, and circular letters being directed to be fent 
** to all the members to 6e&tt their attendance that 
day on important builneisy we proteft againft any 
meeting of the Society prerious to that time, as 
^ irregular and iavaliJ. ' * 

It is juftice to the chairman. Sir Francis Blake De^ 
lavalf to declare that he exprefied great doubts about 
the regularity of that meeting, but was oyer-ruled. 
About twenty gendemen attended, among whom were 
all thofe who abfented themfelves from the former 
meeting; butUHAMiMiTY will not prevail. 1 know 
that the very g^tlemen who figned the proteft wiih 
that the affiiir of the printers fhould be coofidered by 
the Society ; but they thought that it was iraf|D|Cble 
to be taken up till the next regular meeting, and 
knew that there was no danger in the delay/ I have 
ftudioufly avoided every pei&nality in this relation^ 
and now (hall fubmit it to the public, whether any 
fodety can fubfift, if on fo (hort notice, againft the 
cxpreis refolution of a former meeting, and a proteft 
of many confiderable members, fuch meetings can be 
heU and denominated meetings of a fodety, Sucji a 
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proceeding fcems tonic not only void of candour, hut 
has adircft tendency to furprize, is delofircand tricking, 
opening a door to every fpecies of fraud, and calculated 
to defirdy the wifeft plans and beft digefted refolutions 
of any fociety. Ic is well known that an expreis a^ 
of the whole legjflature was necelTary even for the 
parliament to aflcmble legally l;e/hre the time fixed at 
an adjournment or prorogation, even on the greateH 
emergency, if the fovereign fhoald happen to die. 
The cafe of the printers was no emergency at all* 
It is certain that they are not only indemnified but 
well paid by the proprietors of the news-papers, who,* 
at the end of the. year, would only divide hzdf or a; 
quarter per cent, lefs among themfelvcs. Theqttef- 
tion however is not the proprfefy of the rcfolution?, 
but the fairnels, and even validity, of any refoiutions 
under thofe circumflances of the Society. I hope, 
therefore, the general meeting on the 9th of April 
will declare the pretended n.ecting on the igth to 
Jjave been irregular and in^alid^ and will not fufFer 
their proceedings to be entered among the reat 
genuine a£ls of the Society. I am, SIR, 
A Member of the Society called 
Supporters of the 1>ill of Rights. 
March 25. 



THE campaign is opened, and the conflict will not 
be fhunned by any true Suppo.rter of the Bill of 
Kights. The public have a right to be informed of 
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die proceedings of a Society which aflumes to cxift 
ifor their benefit; and ihall certainly be made the ar- 
biter of their condaft. It was propofed very early in 
tiie inflitution of th'^tbody, to publilh the names of the 
members ; the motion for that purpofe of our late fe- 
cfetary was then over-ruled. But it was at the fame 
time the avowed intention of the whole Society, to 
give at.fome period of time a full hiftory of kll iheir 
tranfadipnSy and render up a jufl account of the dif- 
tribution of all the fums with which they had been 
intruded. That period I believe is now approaching, 
and the public will then be able to form a complete 
jtidgmenty whether the supporters deferve any 
longer to be thtmklves Jupported ; and whether cither 
» or which" of the parties, that now divide that Society, 
^ deferve to have a place in the confidence of the people. 
It has been declared, that an advertifement in the 
papers declaring that the Supporters of the Bill of 
Rights had a meeting on the 1 9th of this month, and 
came to feveral refolutions, is an impofition upon the 
public and the Society. How far it is an impofition 
upon the public will appear by the verification of thofe 
gratuities which are promifed to the perfecuted prin- 
ters. Wh^t impofition it can be upon the Society, I 
am at a lofi to fuggcft, unlefs the Society is' to be con- 
fidered as the mere committee of one individual, exiil- 
ing only for the purpofes of paying thofe debts which 
he ever has or ever may contrail. It Would then in- 
deed be a great impofition upon him ; for he could 
not but behold every farthing ifiTued to any other pur« 



p9fe» however important, however temfsofary, hour^^ 
ev» patriotic, as a iacrilcgious robbery of the public t 
far he and the public will ever be the fame. In that 
light he adis indeed as a true friend to the people,- 
when he attacks the lad meeting of the Supporter* a»: 
fpurious and invalid. Should many future meetinga 
be held for the fame purpofc, he forcfees that Icfs will 
remain to be drawn out of the private purfes of th© 
members for his public purpofes. If he does not 
continue the fole object of fupport, they no lon- 
ger deferve the title they haveaiTumed. They be- 
come traitors to the people, apoftates from the caofe^^ 
the mere emiflaries of an arifiocratic fadion, cfjuall/ 
inclinable toopprefs the people with the prefent admr- 
niftration^ when they (hall obuin the power. 

The world will not judge of (his by words but by, 
a^ons. The minutes therefore of the laft meeting 
will fpeak, whether the members then prefent de^ 
ferved the titlie of Supporters^ or the proteiling abfen* 
leesy one of whom has bow manifefUy brought the 
dilute to the dregful tri^ by pen and ink ; a trial 
where he efteems himfelf fo powerful, and by the 
dread of which even thinly to prevent any repulfe of 
his inveftrres. This writer now chufes, for the iirll 
ttmCy to avoid, as he fays, every perfonality ^ thougi^ 
the whole of his letter is in kh9kn^t a ^rTohal atu 
tack. Had he conceived it would have made for his 
intereft.tohave infbnced the names of the party which 
ht endeavours to make odious to the public, he would 
no more have hcficated upon perfonality than he ha| 
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done In all His former writings. Did he believe tbat 
the lift of his brother proteftors was not fo refpedt- 
able as that of the gentlemen who compofed the laft 
fpecial meeting of the Supporters ? It will be hx from 
me 10 fay they are not ; bat how nearly they mount 
in importance, I will leave to the judgment of others 
when they have perufed the names of both. 

Members prefent at the Special Meeting* 
Sir F. B. Delavai in the chair. 



Colhoun Sheldon 


Towgood 


Warrington Arthur 


Tookc! 


"*r. Oliver Morris 


« Withers 


Bull Pearfon 


•Perry 


Lovell Jefferie» 


* Dr. Dawfon 


Manning Keighly* 


«»BaIdy 


Sisey i)avis 


« R . James. 


Edridge Home 




Proteftors againft the meeting. 


Rcv.Dr.WU&n Ellis 


Cromptoa 


H. Wilkes Hayley 


Mafon 


Reynolds Turner 


Rhodes 


' Jenk. Jones, jun. R. Jones 


Cawdron 


Sam. Petrie Staveley 


J. Wtlkesi, 


^ChurchiU Martyn 




* Came in after dinner. 


^ DilTented and withdrew as fooa as 
• clared. 


the bufmeft wu de< 




< Ctme after dinner merely to deliver the proteft. 

S 
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In juftice to the proteftors as weO as to the gentle^ 
inen who compofed the meeting, it will be proper to 
give another written declaration by a very refpe^blft 
member, who, though he never confidered with him^ 
felf the regularity or validity of the meeting, as an 
aflcmbly of the Supporters of the Bill of Rights 
thought the meeting premature, and therefore impro- 
per. He rcfufed to fign the protefl of the feventeen, 
to which he was prefied, and being aiked for bis fen- 
timents in writing, he gave them as follows : 

** In the very early date. of this buiine(s, I am of 
opinion, th^t the advertifement from the Society for a 
meeting tomorrow cannot anfwer any good end. If 
fubfcriptions ihould be neceif^ry, I imagine they might 
be obt^ained from the minority of the Houfe of Cona- 
mons. That minority, or part of them, will diflike 
the meafure, when it appears they are to z(\ a fecon- 
dary part to the Supporters of the Bill of Rights. I 
therefore, for the prefent at leaft, diflike the Special 
IVleeting, advertifed for i9t)i March. 

March it, J. M A W B E Y.'* 

This written opinion or declaration was taicked 
to the protefl as a rider, and delivered in at the 
fame time. 

S C I P I o, 

4 March 26. 
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Moft churchmen, tho' they itch to govern all, 
Are filly, woeful, aukward politicians : 
They make lame mifchief, tho* they meant it well. 
Their intereft is not finely drawn and hid. 
But feams are coarfely bungled up and feen. 

Dryden. 

Saturday, March 30. 

THERE has fcarcriy ever appeared a more 
wretched advocate of a more wretched caufe than your 
corrcfpondent Scipio, whofe letter you publiftjcd on 
Wcdnefday. It is impoffible not to fufpedl the cardie 
nal prieft of Brentford to be the author, or at leaft 
concerned in the publication, bccaufe the writer em- 
ploys all i>/i ufual arts of prevarication, and difpiays 
that fpirit of rancor and malevolence which diilin- 
guifhes him from almoft every other man. He fays, 
** that it was propofed very early in the inftitution of 
** that body (t\itSupportirs of the Bill ef Rights) to 
*.• publijh the names of the members ; the motion for 
*• that purpofc of our late feqretary was then over- 
•' ruled." No fuch motion has fince been made, nor 
any permiffion granted. I ajk then by what right he 
has now publijhed the names of fo many refpedable 
gentlemen, as members of that Society. He well 
knows that fome of them will be eflcntially hurt in 
their private connexions by fuch a publication^ and 
that they are men who fincerely love the caufe of li- 
berty, and wi(h to ferve it tffedlually not ofteuta- 
tioufly; the more efFe»5lually, Sir, from the temporary 
concealment they have dffiredy and hithsrfj p'efai'id. 

b 2 
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But this publicmtien gratiiks hu lancor, and }t is the 
charadler of this prieil, that he nuwU hurnjwr houfi 
to the grounJ to roafi « fi^glt tgg of hit onvm. 

I obferve that Sciph aocs not controvert a fingle h€i 
which has been ftated by your correfpondcnt io Mon- 
day's paper, who iigns bimielf zSufporUr o/theSiJi of 
Jiiihts^ nor has he advanced one argument to prove the 
late /rrf^jiA^ meeting to be regular or valid, a meeting 
called on very fliort notice, contrary to an order of the 
Society, and protefied againft by ieveral refp^dable 
members ; but he wilfully mifreprefents the ienthnents 
of the majority of that Society. He talks of " the 
'* Society*s exifttng mdy for the purpofes of paymg 
** thoTe debts which an individual ever has, or enser mi^ 
* * contradt . Two eroTs mifreprefentations have foun4 
theirway into this ihort&ntence. Thefirftis, *' the 
** Society's exifting only for the purpofes of paying, 
** &c.** whereas the refolutioo of the Society on the 
26th of February was, '^ That the fi rst objeft of 
** this Society, in order to promote the public pur- 
^* pofes of its inftitation, was to fupport J6hn Wilkes, 
'* Efq. againft minifterial oppreffion, by difcharging 
*' his debts, and rendering him independent/* Where 
is the word only to be found ? The fecond devia- 
tion from truth is, ** thofe debts which he has or ever 
** meiy contradt.'* A refolution of the fame day is as 
exprels againii this aiTertion. The words are, *' Debts 
" of John Wilkes, Efq. which were bona iide due at 
•* thfi timt! nf the formation of this Society, and ha^e 
^' a /ready been givetf }n to any commit fe^ orgetf^rzt 
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•' nuiting thereof. ^'^ Where now is the good faith of 
ikying, debts which he ever may contra^? Arc 
they not exprcfsly excluded ? Bat the high friejf of 
Malagrida equally fports with truth when he talks of 
the Bill of Rights^ or Applefffs^ or the Denmark Ta- 
vern^ and honour and juflice are the ufoal facrifices 
he makes at the altar of his perTonal revenge. Not- 
withflanding all his rancor and dark defigns againfl 
Mr. Wilkes^ and the declarations he has frequently 
made, that Mr. Wilkes muft be deHroyed^ but the 
Caufe would furvive, he will however find it impo£ble 
either to fecrete or to quibble away the " Preamble 
'* to the Aibfcription -paper of the Supporters of the 
« Bill of Rights : 

** Whereat John Wilhs, Efq, has fuffered 'Very 
" greatly in his fri^vate fortune^ from the fe^jere and 
^* repeated perfecutiott I, he has undergone in behalf of 
•* the public^ and as itfeems reafonable to us that the 
" man ivho fujfers for the public good, Jhouldbefup* 
** ported hy the public, '' Sec. &c. &c. 
or the exprefs words of the circular letter dated July 
20, 1769 : ** The public are therefore loudly called 
*' upon by every tie of gratitude and humanity, fo 
prevalent in Britiih hearts, to raife an efFe6lual bar- 
rier againft fuch opprcflion, to rt/cue Mr, Wilkes 
from his prefent incumbrances^ and to render him eafy, 
and independent ;** and while Mr. Wilkes goes on 
in the fame great and direct line of public good, in 
which be has hitherto: walked, the public will never 
forfake hzm, nor fufFer him to be ill treated with 

S3 
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impunity. If he grows remifsy or deviates, he ought 
to be an outcaft^ not only from the Bill of Rights ^ but 
from every other patriotic fociety. The names of 
Crnfhy, Oliver, Sawbridge, or Wilkes^ are equally 
indifFerent to my ear. I efleem the men only in the 
proportion of their being benefadors to my country. 

I ihall now. Sir, proceed to (late two or three more 
fa6ls on this fubjefl, and leave the public to draw their 
own inferences. On a real emergency laft November^ 
it was propofed to call a /pedal meeting of the 
Bill of Rights before the time to which the So- 
ciety was adjourned. Mr. Home warmly oppofed 
this ; and declared, " that it was impojfible to be done, 
" and if fuch a thing was attempted, he would writQ 
** agajiiil it in the papers/* The propofition was 
then dropped, and unaniniity preferved in the Society^ 
Yet at the late pretended meeting, without the plea of 
neceffity, he almoft alone contended for its regularity 
and validity, when even the chairman, Sir Francis 
Blake Delan)al^ exprelTed his doubts, and a^ually 
complained of having httn furprlzed into the chair, 
without any previous knowledge of the diffleitnce of 
opinion about that meeting. » 
' At the meeting on the 26th of February at the' 
London Tavern, the mihifter of Brentford, who only 
enjoys the prefent mifchief, and is perfectly indifFerent 
about the future good, which muft arife* from the ac- 
tual troubles, declared to the Society,''that the chief 
reafon why he oppofed the refolution of no nrwfuh^ 
fcriptions being opened in that Society till their declared 
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purpofe of difcharging Mr* Wilkes* s debts JhQuld he 
diccomplljhed, was, that he. Kimfelf had cookep 

UP A BUSINESS OF THE PRINTERS, With mUCh 

care and pains, and would foon bring it before the 
public and that Society. Mr. Home, who under 
another name is one of the proprietors, had indeed 
been frequently with Whehle^ the printer of the Mid*- 
dlefex Journal, had himfelf written the moft ob* 
noxious paragraphs and letters in that .paper, and had 
defired the whole onanagement of the bufinefs might 
be left to him, declaring that his friends would commit 
the melfengers of the houfe of Commons, whenever 
they dared to come into the city, that he had planned 
it, and that iVhehle might be very eafy, and was per- 
feftly fafe. This arrogant, officious, and unprincipled 
prieil, who finds more pleafure in duping a poor 
]printer or bookfeller, than in the confcientious dif« 
charge of the mofl important parochial duties, rC"^ 
peated thefe aiTurances very frequently, and declared' 
that he njcould manage the whole bufmefs. At the 
fubfequent meeting of the Bill of Rights, on the 1 2th 
of March, Mr, Morris declared, '* That he wifhcd 
** Mr. Alderman Townfend ^^xq prefent, that he might 
** complain to him, face to face, of bis having for-r, 
** feited his 'word, by refuilng ta be the man wha 
** would releafe the printers, if they were apprehended 
•* in confequencc of^ &c. &c. &c." Mr. Reynolds 
then made a fhort fpeech on the bufinefs of the* 
printers, and Mr. Wilkes clofed the debate nearlv in 
the manner you have mentioned in the Public Adver-, 
tifer of Saturday Marth 23, that he would do hi& duty 
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without cftr foliating the coantenance of any great 
man. One important circamftana however is omit- 
ted by the aathor of that account. Mr. Wilkes then 
likewife told the Society, ** That he was fo entirely 
'* convinced of the illegality both of the prodaxna- 
** tion and the meflengers afliimed powers, that if 
*' the printers were brought before him, he fhould not 
** hefitate firft to difcharge them, and afterwards to 
" commit for the aflault, if complaint of it on oath 
'* was made before him ; that as to the cafe of the 
'* tneffitngers^ ib long before as the lafi day of FehrU" 
'* ary^ about noon, being on bufinefs at the ihop of 
*' Mr. Henry Sampfon Woodfall, in Pater-Nofter- 
^ Row, it was mentioned that the m^tngtrs were 
then jnft come into the city, and at that time ac- 
tually within a very few doors, at a coffee-hoofe, 
waiting to execute their orders againft Wbebh^ Mr. 
WoodMi'^ very near neighbour ; that he continued 
^' there near an hour, and afterwards mentioned where 
'' he dined in the city, and that he fhould remain 
^ there till eight in the evening, and if any aflault 
" was made on Wkehle^ and comprint exhibite4 
** before him, he would certainly do his duty as a 
'* magiftrate, and commijC the mejfengert^ unlds they 
•« found bail.'' 

NotwithiEaading all the promifes made to WbMe^ 
BO notice was taken of him by the fubtle Proteflani 
Jifidu who as it were hf inftinB at once ftarted up 
the tool of MaUgrtda^ and ^^i^/^/r complained for 
leveral days, in the bittereft terms, '< That he was now. 
obliged tp be confined like a criminal^, that his life 
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'' was bea)me a burden to him, and that he had been 
^* fliaroefally treated, and wa; now abandoned by Mr^ 
** Home and bii frhndt,'^* The public caofe was de« 
ferted and given up, if not betrayed, becaufe no great 
man could' be found in the Malagrida fadlon to coun* 
tenance a magiibate in the execution of the laws. 
Mr. Home would not look further , and the will of 
great men^ not the di^tes of the laws» muft be con- 
fulted and obeyed. The tranfadions of March 15th 
at Guildhall, before Mr. Alderman Wilkes, above a 
fortnight after the firft appearance of the meflengers 
in the city, dofed this part of the bufinefs, and gave 
Wbehle liberty and peace of mind. J. Miller lik^ 
wife came the fame day with the mejfenger to Guild* 
hall firfi^ bat the bufinefs there being finilhed, and the 
magiftrate retired, he proceeded to the Maniion- 
Houfe, where every citizen in this mayoralty has ia 
every legal complaint found effedbial and fpeed/ 
juftice. 

In one particular only I agree with your oor^ 
refpondent Siifio^ '* That the puUic have a right 
" to be informed of the proceedings of a Socieqr 
** which afiumet to exift for their benefit.'* I will not 
fail in this paper fully to ftate all faffs of importance^ 
and I hope Mr. WilAes^ and yoor other correfpondent^ 
who figns n Suffrter of the Bill rf Riglts, will 
both of them give all the intelligence they know to 
be well founded. I ihall thbk myfelf bound in 
honour to fupprels many namee, where I fee the con«> 
feqaenoes will be iojurious to individuals ; but fada 
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ihall be ftated with troth and precifion. After 
the next meeting at the London Tavern, on Tuef- 
day the 9th of April, you will probably hear agai^i 
from 

JUSTICE. 



Monday, April 15. 

1 N the Middle/ex Jotarnal of bft Saturday is a 
inoft virulent attack on Mr, Wilkes from the fuppofi- 
tion of his being Jberiff of this city and county the 
cnfuing year. The bigh-pruft of MalagrUa, who is 
the <^rr of that paper, half froth, half fuenom^ Jplf^ 
hiirftlf ahrBad. It is a very eafy taflc to dt tedt his 
fophiilry and falfhood, and it ihall be ray employ- 
ment the next hour to colled and clafs the forgeries of 
that paper. 

1. It ia faUc, that " all Mr. Wilkes's friends have 
** leprcfented to him the evil confcquences of this 
** ftep without being able to prevail upon him to de» 
" iiSf.:' Mr. Wilkes's moft rcfpeaable friends fir ft ad- 
vifed the mcafure, after all the probable confequencesf 
had been fully confidered, and they have declared theiV 
firm refolution to fupport him, and in the moft gene-» 
rous manner. The common-council of Farringdon 
Ward is compofed of fixteen perfons. Fourteen were 
prefent at the monthly meeting laft Thurfday. They 
were unanimous in the propriety of the mcafure, arid 
warm in their wifties for iu fuccefs. 
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t. " The county of Middlefcx think thcmfclm 
particularly ill-treated, becaufe their caufc is dc- 
** fertcd by him whom they fo gcneroufly. and nobly 
*' fapported." Mr. Wilkes knows the infinite obli- 
gations he is under to the county of Middlefex. He 
has mod Readily fupported their caufe and his own* 
and will perfevere in the fame plan through life. He 
bas refufed many offers, becaufe he would always be 
embarked only on the fame bottom with his noble 
friends, the freeholders of Middlefex. They wiih to 
fee \i\zsi Jheriffy and would rejoice that admiDiilration, 
by the vacating LuttrelPs pretended feat would give 
^zjheriff another opportunity of bringing afreflj be- 
fore the public the important queflion of the Middlefex 
election. Their behaviour would be confiftendy great. 
That public caufe would be again agitated. The plan 
of Afr. Wilkes's conduct has been already fettled, and 
highly applauded. The public queftion was taken in-* 
to confideration in the firft inftance, and in the fuIleU 
manner. There are but tnuo events can embar- 
rafs Mr. Wilkes ; the dcmife of the crown, or the 
diflblution of the parliament during his fherifFalty. 
The firft were a more probable, although a more fadl 
event than the fecond. Whenever he fervcs the oiHce, 
he mufl necelTarily run thefe two chances of being for 
fome time out of parliament, for he has declared that 
he never will fit in the houfe of Commons but as one' 
of the knights of the (hire for Middlefex. His worthy 
conftituents likewife know that he has at heart the 
forming a mvn and f erf e£i freeholder' s book. He has 
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already had the advice of his cdlleagae, Mr. Serjeant 
Glynn, on thfc rdbjefl, who pointed out the various 
defe^ and their remedies. The life and property oJT 
every man in the county is interefled in the faithful 
execution of this plan, for a more lair and impartial 
Adminiftration of juHice. 

5. " Yefterday noon {fhaf is Triiay) Mr. Wilkes 
*' waited on Mr. Alderman Oliver, and told him the 
'* refolution he had taken to be Sheriff next year witk 
•• Mr. Oliver." Mr. Wilkes's letter oi Friday morn- 
ing will demonHrate the falfhood of this afiertion. 

4. *' The purport of the letter, as given by Mr. 
** Lovell, was, &c. &c. and to defin Mr. Wilkes to 
**fienu Mr, Oliver* s letter to the gentlemen of bis 
•* twardt if Mr. Wilkes tuas determined to perfe*vere 
** in ins attempt^ Nothing like it is to be found in 
Mr. Oliver^s letter. Did Mr. Lovell d^irc to fay that 
*was the purport of Mr. Olivers letter f Did Mr. Oli- 
ver fend Mr. Lovell^ clerk to Mcff. Thomas and 
Richard Oliver and Co. to Mr. Wilkes^s common- 
council, to perfuade them to take a part againft their 
AUerman, and to declare the thing *which rwas not? 

5. •* Mr. Oliver gave him many £iTOT\g puh/ic rea- 
" fons why he ought not to attempt it." Mr. Wilkes 
has not yet heard thofe puUic reafons. He knows one 
private reafon of the Ma/agrida crew, the fear of 
fuperfeding then- creature. Alderman Townfen/^ and 
the fubfcquent lofs of the Chaplainfliip, &c. to their 
high prieft. It is kdown of both thefe perfons, Qovje^ 
eife fe in e^cajfra ipio omnis fenfina reipublicif con- 



( 26^ ) 

Jiuxerat. They followed the camp for plunder. But 
whatever be the ftte of Mr. Jfilkes^ there is no chance 
of the firil power in the city being en&ufted ta fach 
hands as Alderman Tofwnfind*i. His affeftien to the 
cauie of liberty becomes eveiy day more and more 
fttipieions and problematica}. In tiic late bofihefs of 
prefs*warrants and the printers he has be6n remark-* 
ably tardy. He ha5 not yet abjured j^ces, peniiont, 
tafuturB contrast. He has ihewn himfelf flirioas^ and 
inrolent, without temper iir candeiir. HeianewfiilJy 
known, and to be known with him is to be abhorred. 
At the laft meeting of the Brli of Rights, after the 
chair had been refiiCed by Lord Mouatmoms and Mr. 
Adair, Mr. Alderman Sawbridgepropofcd Mr. Town* 
fend. He accepted without hefitation, but behaved 
\% fo ungeni/emam like amd unfair a manner, with iiich 
a. marked partiality^ and debated himfeif with fuch 
indecency and animofity, that the chairman himfeif 
was frequently called to order, and over-ruled by the 
Society. Mr. Sawbridge appeared gready hurt by. 
Mr. Townfend^s condu£b, and feverai gentlemen re- 
marked boiMi acaedingly danggrous si ivauldhe to truft 
him with pmwer. Such a man can never be the Jirft 
magiftrate of iht firft city in the world, wuhont ae- 
ating infinite confufion. 

.6. "Mr. Alderman Oliver, and his brother Mn 
" Thomas Oliver, have contributed one temb part of 
** all the money which has been pu))licly fubfcribed 
** for Mr. Wilkes." This aflertion does not come 
ng^r the truth, and the books of the Bill of Rights 
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give the fuUeft proof to the contrary. The Oliver 
f/amily have been rewarded by the public with an 
aldermanfliip and a feat in parliament, without the 
cxpence of a (hilling. The two brothers feem to 
underiland the laying out money full as well as their 
anceftors. 

7, *' Mr. Wilkes has now the gratitude to endea- 
'* vour to force the AldermiCn to pay the expences of 
*' Mr. Wilkes's ihrievalty." There is not the leaft 
colour for this impudent affertion. The expences of 
Mr. Wilkes*s (herifFalty will not be paid, m the tenth 
of the tentb^ by Mr. Alderman, or Mr. Thomas 
Oliver. No fuch idea was ever harboured by Mr. 
Wilkes, or any of his friends. 

8. '' Mr. Wilkes's colleague will be anfwerable in 
•* hts per/on 2xA fortune for all the dcfpcrate a£b Mr, 
** Wilhei may chufe as Sheriff to perform." Is any 
man anfwerable criminally in his own per/on for what 
another does againft his confent? The abfurdiiy is 
palpable. As to fortune^ that is>.SL private coniidera- 
tion, no puhlic reafon. It is well known that all pe- 
cuniary tranfa^ions are left to the under-jberijfs^ who 
give ample iecurity. 

I am fare Mr. Wilkes fees with deep concern that 
a man of fo amiable a charader as Mr. Alderman 
Oliver (hould be drawn into the violent vortex of the 
Brentford parfon, where the natural fweetnefs of his 
temper and his candour are totally abforbed and periih. 
The. Alderman forgets in his letters the politenefs of 
the gentleman^ and alTumes a rudenefs which is in- 



( 271 ) 

^n(i(tent with the hamane feeliogs of his heart. I 
hope that he will foon return to his ufual good hu- 
mour, and that he is not Toured by his confinement in 
the Tower. The letter to Mr. Wilkes is in every 
refpeft unworthy, of the writer, if he did not walk in 
leading-ilrings. The other letter in anfwer to the 
jcomoiittee of the common -council is Hill worie. It 
is a furious declamation, and very difobliging to the 
gentlemen concerned, at a moment too when they 
ihewed a particular civility to the Alderman. The 
committee defired hUdire^ions that they might ixecuti 
the truft (of providing a table for him at the expence 
of the city) \n the manner moft agreeable to him/elf. 
He omitted to thank the gentlemen for fuch a mark of 
their attention and regard, and only tr^nfcribed^ as 
.an anfwer about a table to be kept for him, a diiTer- 
tation on the apology due from the Houfe of Commons^ 
and the fiate of the nation for the lafi ten ye an y both 
at home and abroad, — " Abjcd abroad and infolent 
** at home." — This is not his natural note, which is 
by no means har(h or loud, but foft and fweet. One 
Ihould imagine by fuch a fpecimen that he had no 
compafs, and poiTefTed only one Jingle note, but he 
bas indeed great variety. The parfon's dull monotony 
tires you. He can only cry cuckoo , cuckonAj, cuckoiAy, 
At prefent he fings for the bird in the cage, till at lafl 
ke is hoarlfe, and j^zt are deaf. 

The Proteftant Jefuit of Malagrida, who always 
bears the torch of difcord, had the infolence likewife 
to draw up an anfwer from the committee to Mr. 
Oliye-'s Icrte'j in a /I'^'J^ quite raving. Orrc of his 
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friends was weak enough to carry it to tlie gentlemen 

in Nfr. Homers mmv band-^vriting. The committee 

rejedled the letter with indignation. 

I defire to add, that all the cabals of Malagrida^s 

fa^on have lately been held in Mr. Alderman Oiiver^t 

apartments in the Tower, from whence have pro* 

ceeded the moil violent attacks on the Lord mayor and 

Mr. Wilkes^ and all the obftradions to the calling of 

a cnmmtt-balL The Malagrida gang have abufed 

the Lffrd-majtr in the groiTeft terms, and have la* 

boured more affidaouily to deftroy Mr. Wilkes than 

even the QflrltM-Houfi junto ever did. The Lord- 

mtpfvr has been let into no fecrets of the party, nor 

aked to attend any meetings of buiineis. No com- 

nanication has been had with thecity*s excellent chief 

magiftrate, becaofe he will lend himfelf to no party 

or &£tiott. He, ftiU more than Mr. W. is become 

the fevourite topic of the abafe of Mahgrtda^s crew. 

The livery at birge are however the befl jqdges on the 

preient, and every other bofineis of the city. They 

wiH not be governed by the wretched cabals of a de- . 

figning iew, arach lefs by the moil dangeroos and 

defperate party of the ilate, where the fbukft humoars 

of the body politic meet and ferment. The appeal will 

be to them. Mr. Alderman Wilkes has declared his 

readinefsto fabrait to the determinations of the livery, 

and Mr. Alderman Oliver, if he hopes for their future 

favours, muH neither be refraflory nor difobedient. 

The event would otherwife h^hit political annihi« 

lation. Iam« SIR, your*8, 

' TRUTH. 
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To JOHN WILKES, Efq. 

SIR, 

THAT I may be explicit as early as poffible after 
your defire that I fhould explain myfclf concerning 
the fhrievalty, I muft inform you that I am deter- 
mined not to ferve the office of IherifF with you ; be- 
caufe I really do not think from your own declara- 
tions that your political aims are fimilar to mine. 
' This refolution I muft communicate to the livery, 
if you join me in your nomination. 

I am, SI R, 

Your mod humble Servant, 

Tower, II AprU, 1771. RICHARD OLIVER. 

To RICHARD OLIVER, Efq. 

SIR, Prince^i Court, Friday, April 12. 

I D I D not receive your letter till nine lafl night, 
when I was in the city with my common -council. 
When we were alone a very few days ago, you aiked 
me, if I meant to be fherifF the enfuing year. I an- 
fwered with the franknefs of my nature to a friend, 
that if I had the honour of being chofen, I would not 
decline that troublefome and expeniive office, and 
that, in the actual crifis of affairs, I really wifhed it 
for various reafons of great public utility, which I am 
perfuaded live ftill in your memory, Ycfterday morn- 
ing I put the iame qutilioa to you. Your veibal an- 

T 
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fwer was not explicit j your letter is. You fay, *• I 
** am determined not to* fervc the office of fiicriff 
** with you." The propriety of fuch a declaration 
does not flrike me. I confider it as the duty of every 
gentleman to fubmit to the livery the choice of hia 
colleague, and not to refufe an office, becaufe he dif- 
approves another perfon, of whom his own conili- 
tuents entertain a favourable opinion. I am ready to 
ferve the office of (heriff with you. Sir, or any other 
gentleman* given me by the livery as a colleague, 
fhould they think proper to ele^ me. You add, " £e- 
*' caufe I really do not think from your own dedara* 
" tions that your political aims are fimilar to mine.** 
My declarations have always been very explicit ; my 
aims fair and honourable. I am fattsfied that yours 
are no Ie(s upright. I ilarted much earlier than you 
in political life. I gave my public creed on feveral 
occafions. You have done the fame. Our fentiments 
have always coincided, altho* our expreffions have 
varied. How then can our political aims not he^mi^ 
lar ? I wiih to ktiow in what they diiFer. I will at 
any time yield to the conviction of fuperior reafon. 

You conclude, " This refolution f muft comma- 
*• nicate to the livery if you join me in your nomina- 
** tion.'' I never entertained the idea of any nomi^ 
nation proceeding from myfelf. If I am called upon, 
I will ferve, but I ihall never dictate to the livery 
what they fhould do. I fhall Hkewife not fail to com- 
municate to fo refpcdable a body every tranfadtion of 
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a public nature, refpedking their rights or Interefb^ ancj 
I will obey their commands. 
I am, SIR, 

Your moft humble Servant, 
. JOHN WILKES. 

N.B. Mr. Wilkes recewed no 
an/wer t9 ibis letttr. 



I N your paper of yefterday is a very curious ac- 
count of a meeting of the Antigallicans at Mile-End; 
This account I am fatisfied comes to you from Mr. 
Wilkes. You will indulge me with inferting a few 
remarks. 

The account fays — *' Sir Jofeph Mawbey, Mr. AK 
** derman Wilkfes, Tcadi federal other gentlemen walked 
** in proceflion with the ftewards.'""— Who are thefe 
frjeral other gentlemen? I will venture to fay there 
was no other gentleman whofe name was thought pro- 
per to be given ; for if there bad been, Mr. Wilkes 
would not have failed to grace his own triumphal pro- 
ceflion with the refpedable names of thefe federal 
9 th er gentlemen. 

Again the account fays — " The gentlemen of the 
*' affociation went to the Tower to pay their compli- 
•' ments to the Lord Mayor," that '* They paffcd 
** to his Lordship's apartments. Mr. Alderman 
** Wilkes in the name of the gentlemen thanked his 
*' lordfhip m a fhort fpeech for the noble (land he hnd 
^' made, &c. and defired his permiifion to nominate 
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•• fcim for the prcfidcntfhip of the cnfuing year. The 
'* afTociation then joined again at the Tower-gate»y 
** and proceeded through Whitcchapel to Mile- End." 
In all this account not a word is mentioned of Mr. 
Alderman Oliver ; and the public are left to con- 
clude either that Mr. Oliver has not made the fame 
noble ft and^ &c, as the Lord- mayor; or that he is not 
now in the Tower; or that the gentlemen of the af- 
Tociation difapproved Mr. Oliver's condudl; or that 
they were fo forgetful as to pafs him by. If the 
readers of that account imagine any one of thefe things, 
they will be much deceived ; and that deceit is what 
Mr. Wilkes intended. The fa6k is, that all the gen- 
tlemen except Mr. Wilkes (who walked backwards and 
forwards amongft the trees in the interval) paid their 
compliments to Mr. Oliver. The fame management 
of Mr. Wilkes is cbfervable in all the papers ; where 
you will generally find that tifis ward and that ward, 
with their maces and beadles, &c. waited on the Lord- 
Mayor with thh and tl?at addrefs, to which his lord- 
fhip made fuch and fuch anfwers ; but you will feldom 
find any addrefs to or anfwer from Mr. Alderman 
Oli VE R : And yet the fadl is, that there has not beea 
any one addrefs prefented ta the Lord^mayovj which 
has not been accompanied with one to Mr, Oli<uer, 
But Mr. Oii'ver^ like a man of honour, honeHy, and 
underllanding, has refufed to be the colleague of Mr. 
Wilkes ; becaufe he knows the impodor and his de- 
figns, and will not either abet or conceal his roguery ; 
gr be involved in his difgrace ; or truft his charader 
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irt fach treacherous hands : Whereas " Brafi Crofiy 
" is," (as Mr. Wilk«s himfclf told Mr. Rigby latt 
fammef at Tunbridge) '' A fine hard -headed fellow, 
** that will do any thing Mr. Witkes fhall bid him.** 
Befides that, Afr. Oliver is a charadier oat of Mr. 
Wilkes's reach, which it is therefore his policy to 
fmother if he can betimes ; bat of Mr. Crofiy he has 
no fear nor jealoufy i he can at prefent mould him as 
he thinks fit, and can fafely trail him with any degree 
o^ popularity, and the moment he is refradory de- 
flroy him at his pleafure. But there is fomething more 
extraordinary in this laft article I quoted of this ac- 
count : Mr. Wilkes was {o very full of bimfelf, that 
he has quite overlooked his poor friend Bra/i Crofiy^ 
even 2X the very moment he meant to do him honour ; 
for he does not let us know whether the Lord-mayor 
made them any anfwer ; Mr. Alderman Wilkes indeed 
made a Jhort fpeech^ but the poor Lord-mayor it 
ihould feem did not make any ffeech at ail ; nor can 
we from this account difcover any more than that Mr. 
Wilkes '^ Defired his permiilion to nominate him for 
•*the enfuing year,*' but whether the Lord-mayor 
gave his permiffion or not, we are left entirely in the 
dark ; for as foon as Mr. Wilkes had finiihed hhfiort 
fpeecbei^ we find '' The alTociation then joined again 
" at the Tower-gates." Under favour of Mr. Wilkcf, 
I muft think it a great piece of abfurdity for him to 
bring the gentlemen into the Tower to the Lord- 
mayor^s apartments merely to hear his owtifiort/peech^ 
which he might a« well have delivered to them at the 
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Ship Tavern. Mr. Wilkes indeed, and thofc who 
have been a little behind the fcenes, know very well 
that the poor Lord-mayor's opinion is never looked 
after and that if it was it mull be done by iEfop 
with a lanthern ; but why Ihould Mr. Wilkes explain 
that matter fo foon to the fpeftators ? Why could he 
not ftay at leaft till the prefent mayoralty is expired ? 
Mr. Wilkes then gives a ridiculous account of the 
military, with as much truth as he before related his 
difappointment when he would have dined with the 

officers. 

But all this is excufable compared with what follows. 
We are told, that Sir Jofeph Manvbey took the fenfe 
of 142 AntigalUcam about the propriety of Mr. Wilkes's 

being Sheriff. ^ . ,, r 

Whether Sir Jofeph Mawbey is a freeholder of 
Middlefcx or not is more than I can tell. He may 
have bought a freehold within thefe fix weeks ; but 
. of this I am fure, Sir Jofeph Mawbey never yet at- 
tended any one meeting of the county ; has never 
voted either for Mr. Wilkes, or Mr. Glynn ; has takea 
no (hare in any of the hard ftruggles upon this bufinefs 
in the county. Whether thefe 142 Antigallicans were 
freeholders or not, docs not appear. No notice was 
given to the freeholders of the county of an intention 
to take their fenfe on this matter 5 and Mr. Wilkes 
had determined it before even this meeting of the 142 
Antigallicans. We have never yet heard who were 
thofc refpedable friends of Mr. Wilkes, who advifed 
this meafure. Mr. Wilke* has endeavoured artfuDy 
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to inlinuate that Mr. Serjeant Glynn approves his plan ; 
whilA on the contrary Mr. Glynn makes no fecret of 
his opinion, but declares plainly to every man that 
aiks him, his very ftrong difapprobation of Mr. 
Wilkes's attempt to be SheriiF. Mr. Wilkes has too 
mean an opinion of the und^rftanding of mankind 
colle3i'velyy and of \kit\x integrity indimdually. His 
own cunning and wickednefs will do for him what all 
the malice and power of a court and a miniflry could 
not. Is this the manner in which he treats that voice 
•f the people, which with a fcandalous and fulfome 
flattery he calls the 'voice of God? — Mr. Wilkes de- 
termines CO be SherifFj he declares that refoiucion to 
feveral perfons ; having refolvcd, he calls his common- 
council together, without informing them of the bufi- 
nefs he meant to bring before them ; fourteen of them 
attend him; over the table he furprizes them with a 
fudden queflion ; thofe who have not formed any 
opinion upon it, and thofe who diflike it, are filent; 
fome one man approves ir, and propofes his health as 
SheriiF; and this Mr. Wilkes calls an unanimous 
approbation. And from this kind of unanimous ap- 
probation of fourteen unapprized gentlemen, Mr. 
Wilkes would have us colledl the fenfe of the livery. 
The fenfe of the livery being: thus obtained. Sir Jofeph 
Mawbey is to procure the fenfe of the county in the 
manner related : And thus Mr. Wilkes has the three- 
fold iandion of his refpe^able friends, cf the liwery $f 
London^ and of the county of Middle/ex, Sir Jojeph 

Mawh;^,,gooJi cafy man, anfwers for the firll; the 
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fourteen furprlzed common-coancilmen for the fecond ;• 
and I \2 jovial Antigaliieans for the third. Tfaefe 1 57 
perfons utter the voice of the people , and this voice of 
the people is the voice of God; which I have no 
doubt Mr. Wilkes reveres as much, and ridicules as 
little* as he does the voice of that eternal God, to 
whom he will one day £nd the fecrets of all hearts 
are open. 

To complete this farce, and to furnifh the fuper* 
lative degree of difguft and ridicule to the ho'neft 
Antigaliieans, James Adair, Efq. a learned counfel 
at the bar, deps forth in aid to the eloquence of Mr. 
Wilkes and Sir Jofcph Mawbey, a third ihrieval 
orator. — " When Mr. Adair fate down (the account 
,fays) there was a general cry of the quefiion — the quef 
tion,^^ — It always happens fo where this gendeman 
fpeaks ; every man is afraid left he fhould fpeak again ; 
and it mufl be a moil fatal quefiion indeed, when any 
one of his hearers would not rather have it decided 
againft hb own intereil or wifhes, than hear Mr. 
Adair*s argument for or againft it. The Antigaliieans 
were full to fatiety, to loathing ; and they could not 
be fure but that Mr. Adair might have a brother in 
the room. Mr, Adair, however, as a ^thful coun- 
fel, fhould have informe4 the Anti^Uicans, that when 
a SheriflTrefufes to make a retur^iidsi ^it, there are 
methods to procure a legal return without him. And 
he ought to know, that the Sheriff is an oj^cer in tfatt 
eledtion from whom, as from other officers, a ready 
obedience is expeded to the competent jurifdldioA 
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under which he a£b ; that where the jurifdi^lion is 
competent the officer muil obey and cannot do wrong ; 
his orders are his j unification ; and difobeying he can- 
not do right. The SheriiF when he receives a writ is, 
in the execution of it, an officer, not a judge. If 
Mr. Wilkes could be juftifiable in what he propofes, 
fb would other Sheriffs be if they likewife prefumed 
to judge ; the confequence of which would be either 
that the SherifFs, who are appointed in mofl places by 
the king, woufd make what houfe of Commons they 
pleafe ; or that making no return at all to the writs, 
we (hould have no parliament. The Sheriff knows 
the vacancy only by the writ. 

Mr. Wilkes talks much of making a freeholder's 
hook\ if Mr. Wilkes could (which he cannot) fulfil 
his promife as he would have his promife underllood, 
it would be the flrongeft reafon -with me againfl his 
t)cing SheriflF. Mr. Wilkes is the laft man in Eng- 
land to be truiled with that power. The impartiality 
of juries, and the impartiality of the freeholder's 
books can alone continue juries ufeful ; the opinion 
of that impartiality can alone make them refpedable, 
and leave the juflice of their verdicts unimpeached. 
Is Mr. Wilkes in fa^, or in the public opinion, that 
impartial man fit to be trufied in the formation of 
juries who are to do e(|Sal juftice to men of every party, 
to his foes as well as to his friends ? And though we 
might give him credit io far as to fuppofe him ixtz 
from any prejudices of afficdUon or gratitude, has he 
no rancor^ no malice to gratify, no felfifli^ no in- 
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terefted purpofes to anfwer ; and thoagh he (hoakl 
forget to hurt his enemies, can we be Aire he would 
negled^ that voluptuous feall of a diabolical mind, the 
cxquiiite enjoyment of deflroyicg his friends ? Caa 
it then be fuppofed that Mr. Serjeant Glynn would 
ever advife and approve, or Mr. Alderman Oliver 
ever join with Mr. Wilkes in packing of juries, by 
modelling the freeholder's book ? And can the pub- 
lic be To grofsly gulled ? Can Mr. Wilkes himfelf hope 
to fucceed in his folly by fucb a paltry artifice ? He 
has lately found himfelf much miflaken in his general 
notion of the depravity of individual:* ; he has found 
in very many of them an integrity which no foolilh 
popularity can corrupt. Sir Jofeph Mawbey may 
think (as he not longfmce publicly declared) that '* 7 o 
** pretend the public when we mean only the private 
*• is a pk>us fraud." Mr. Wilkes has however dif- 
covered, that his moft efe^ualhtmh€iox% wcrcfmcere 
in their declarations that they would " Support him 
'* and his caufe, as far as it was a public caufe.** When 
he would lead them aflray for his own private pur- 
pofes, and change a generous public Society into a 
fponge to be fqueezed only into his pocket, he has 
feen i\it /ami men recoil who for three years paft have 
been foremofl in the danger, the expence and labour 
of his affairs. Since then he muft now know by ex- 
perience that there is more indi<vidual initgrity and 
fxncerity in mankind than his own heai t coi^d imagine, 
let him learn to fufpcd^ that there may be more under' 
fianding in the people colic lively than he has hitherto 
fuppofed. 
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The account dofes with (aying that " Great 

*' pains had been taken to keep the members of the 
" fociety from attending." I am confident Mr. Wilkc* 
cannot produce a fingle Antigallican who was defired 
not to attend. The meeting, it is true» was not 
more than one fourth in number compared to what ic 
ufed to be. Mr. Wilkes's prefence thinned the meet- 
ing ; which was compofed chiefly of his own little 
phalanx t as he the general (perhaps the prince) with 
Angular modedy has called them in a letter figned 
with his name. Happily as yet Mr. Wilkes can only 
brand boned men with the reproach, but cannot inflidl 
the puniihment, of defertion from his mock-majefty, 

I am proud of being called a Deferter from Mr. 
Wilkes's Handard ; I thought we were all volunteers 
together, fighting only under the lamjs and the con^ 
ftitution ; and under thofe leaders will ferve till death i 
If any perfon has ever miftaken me for one of General 
Wilkes's phalanx^ I dcfi(;e to be confidered by him as 

April 26. A DESERTER. 



Saturday, April 27. 

YOUR correfpondcnt of yefterday could not have 
chofen a more fit name for himfelf than that of A 
Deferter. He has bafely left thofe friends, and that 
public caufe, which he pretended to have always at 
hearty and has engaged with the moftdefperatefadioa 
9f the fUie, to whom he bow reveals the/^iv ««//»* 
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fortant fccrcts which were unavoidably entruftcd td 
him; for his defedtion and apoltacy were forefeen and 
foretold. One cffcft only of any confequence has 
followed his defertion, Difcord left the Sodety when 
he quitted it. Harmony and unanimity have returned 
to the patriotic band, from whence his intrigues and> 
cabals had long driven them. The whole Society 
now breathe the fame pure love of their country, and 
are animated with the fame noble zeal for the com- 
mon caufe of liberty. The defer ter is deiired ever to 
continue with the enemy of all good men. His dark» 
jefuitical defigns are only fuited to the dangerous con- 
ipiracies of Malagrida. Ho-m} art thou fallen y Oh ! 
Lucifer / 

The Deferter proceeds uniformly in his old way of 
fophiHry and falfhood. 

<' Deftroy his fib or fophiftry in vain^ 

" The creature's at his dirty work again.'* 

He fays, ** The meeting of the Antigallicans was not 
•* more than ont fourth in number compared to what 
** it ufed to be.'' From the books it appears that the 
meeting of lafl Tuefday was one of the moft numerous 
fmce the firft ellablilhment. Of the laft year's meet- 
ing it fell (hort only 28, notwithllanding all the arts 
and entreaties employed to keep the members away. 
He likewife afferts, " Mr. Wilkes calls his common- 
*' council together without informing them of the 
" bufinefs he meant to bring before them ; fourteen 
•* of them attend him ; over the table he furprizes 
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" them with a fudden quedion ; thofe who hare not 
" formed any opinion upon it, and thofe who diflike 
*• it, are filent ; fome one man approves and propofei 
*' his health as (herifF; and this Mr. Wilkes calls an 
*f unanimous approbation. ** Was Mr. Home pre- 
ient? I was. Sir, and declare the whole of this account 
an abfolute fi(ftion. Mr. Wilkes did not call the 
common-council together. It was the ufual monthly 
meeting. The propriety of his being (herifF was 
ftarted, and fully debated. Some objedlions were 
made, and folved, fo much to the fatisfadUon of the 
whole company, that they expreiTed their unanimous 
approbation of the meafure, and the warmeil wilhes 
for it's fuccefs. Since that meeting, when they at« 
tended the Alderman with an addre^ of thanks on the 
late occaiion, they repeated the fame fentiments, and 
it is remarkable that both the deputies, and t\tff 
member of the common-council was prefent. The 
De/erter knew that he was inventing a falihood, for 
the affair had been dated in all the public prints. But 
when truth is againU him. He mull be againU truth, 
and it is a perpetual war which he wages. 

The De/erter declares, " Sir Jofeph Mawbey may 
" think (as he not long fince publicly declared) that t9 
•* pretend the public, luhen ijoe mean only the private, 
•* is a pious fraud, '^'^ No fuch thought was c\'cr en- 
tertained by Sir Jofeph Mawbey, no fuch exprefTioa 
ever paiTed his lips. The parfon has mod unjuilly 
transferred to a charader uncommonly pure and up- 
right the ideas of bis own fel£ih and treacherous mind. 
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fiat he feels thi flrong antipathy df had to good, and 
feafts on the facrifice of a reputation unfuUied to this 
hoar. The indignant world however will continue 
CO do juftice to a gentleman, who amid the rage of 
party and the florms of fa£^ion, has confbntly main- 
tained a perfedl difintereflednefs, and poflefies the mod 
amiable qualities, with an enlightened underilanding, 
and a fmcere attachment to the interefis of bis coun^ 
try. The Defertir fays, " Sir Jofeph Mawbey has 
" taken no (hare in any of the hard ftruggles upon 
** Mr. Glynn*8 bufiners in the county.*' The De- 
ferter knows the falfhood of this afiertion. Before 
Sir Jofeph had parchafed his freehold for Middlefex, 
he declared his purpofe of fubfcribing to Mr. Gfynn^'i 
ekflion, after tbi Brentford maffacre, Mr. Home 
was prefent at this declaration. Some time after- 
wards he aflccd Sir Jofeph very privately in the gal- 
lery of the Honfe of Commons, if he had yet fub- 
feribed, as he had promrfed. Sir Jofeph anfwered 
that he had not, for he had not yet'found the propeif 
opportunity. Mr. Home then faid, lam greatly out 
of pockety pray give m$ the money. Sir Jofeph accord- 
ingly took out three Bank-notes and gave them to 
Mr. Home. Has this fnbfcription ever been brought 
to account.^ Will Mr. Home deny thcfaft.? Will h« 
aver thst the generous and noble fpirited baronet ha$ 
taken ** no Jhare in any of the hard firuggles upon 
Mr, Glynn s hufinefs in the. county f'' Oh! Shamc^ 
where is thy blufh ? I believe the Middlefex elediion 
has been the beft milch -cow which the miniiler of 
New- Brentford ever (Iroked. 
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Mr. Home doubts if any other gentleman, befides 
Sir Jofeph Ma^w^ey, and the ftmuards, walked in the 
proceflion. I will only tell him thsx four gentlemen 
oi hu cloth attended, not one of whom wifh to dyt it 
red lAiitb hkod, but who think and a£l fuitably to 
their profeifion, as minifies of the gofpel of peace. 

After Sir Jofeph Mawbey, the parfon is pleafcd to 
ferve up Mr. Adair. *• When Mr. Adair fate down 
" (the account fays) there was a general cry of— -/^# 
** quefiioriy the que ft ion, Ic always ha|)pens fo where 
" this gentleman fpeafcs." True, but never till he 
fits doivn. I have heard the quellion repeatedly and 
loudly called for, while Mr. Home vfzs ftill ftandingt 
Xonghtioreht ivould fjt do^n. Mr. Adair pofleffes 
bis fubjedt fo entirely, that he oftea exhaufls the mat»^ 
ter, and nothing is left but to decide upon the qmftiotts 
But what has in fad happened to the tedious Brentford 
preacher ? At the laft general meeting of the county, 
after tnxo hours panegyric on himfelf, he drove away 
the honefl freeholders, with declarations that they 
came there to hear the bufinefs of the county dif- 
cufTed, and not to be tired with fulfome accounts of 
Mr. Home's meritorious actions, accounts as abfurd as 
they were falfe. The very mention of the Mile End 
meetings ought to remind him of the mad rant of 
dying his black coat red 'with bloody and. his promife of 
kicking and cujffing the impoftor, not of dininc 
with him. 

The parfon fays, " That Mr. Adair, as a faithful 
\* counfeli fhoald have informed the AntigaUicanSi that 
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** when a flicrlfF refufcs to make a return to a writ, 
'* there are methods to procure a legal return without 
** him.'* Idefirehim to produce a fingle inftance, 
where the coroner, or any other officer of the county, 
can aft, except to execute a procefs againU the fheriiF, 
or to impanel a jury in a caufe where the (herifF is 
interefted. If the (heriiF is difobedient to a lawful 
command, he will be punifhed. If he fhould happen 
to die, the houfe of Commons muH wait rill there is a 
new iherifF. The parfon goes on with his wonted 
infolence, " Mr. Adair ought to know, that the (heriff 
** is an officer in the eleftion, from whom, as from 
** other officers, a ready obedience is expected to the 
competent jurifdidlion under which he a£ls ; that 
where the jarifdidlion i» competent, the officer muft 
obey, and cannot do wrong ; his orders are his juifti* 
fication ,* and difobeying he cannot do right.^* This 
is new and falfe doflrine. Suppofe a writ upon a 
iniilaken fuggeftion comes to the IherifF for the elec- 
tion of a knight of a (hire, in the room of John 
Glynn, Efq. deceajed. The IherifF fees Mr. Glynn 
alive before him. Is he to obey the writ? Are his 
9rders his jufiificatian ? By oheying does he not do 
nvrong? By difobeying does he not do right ? The cafes 
alluddd to are parallel. No vacancy ivas made by 
Mr. Glynn, no vacancy can be made by Mr. Luttrell. 
Even the death of Mr. Luttrell can have no more 
efFe£l on the legal rights of eledlion in the county of 
Middlefex than the death of Buckhorfe, The objec- 
tions drawn from the demife of the crown, or the dif- 
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folation of the parliament, conclude as ftrong!/ againft 
Mr. Oliver's being (herifF for the city as Mr. Wilkes. 
. The illiberality of the attack on a young gentle- 
man of Mr. Adair's merits and in his profellion, is 
charadleriflical of Mr. Home. 

The Deferfer is very angry that Mr. Wilkes did 
not, on the Tuefday, pay his compliments to Mr. 
Oliver in the Tower. He fays, •* The public are left 
'* to conclude either that Mr. Oliver has not made the 
** fame noble Hand, &c. with the Lord-mayor; or 
" that he is not now in the Tower ; or that the gen- 
" tlemen of the aflbciation difapproved Mr, Oliver's 
'* conduft ; or that they were fo forgetful as to pafs 
** him by:" The public are too judicious to adopt 
either of thefe four nvife reafons. Another immedi- 
ately occurs. Mr. Wilkes, as grand-prefident, went 
with the Antigallicans to the Lord-mayor to defire 
his lordftiip to accept the prefidentfhip of the enfuing 
year, hecaufe he had made a noble Hand, &c There 
was no direftion from the Society about Mr. Oliver. 
r fuppofe that gentleman's coudu«5l to Mr. Wilkes, 
either as a public or private man, defcrvcd no pcr^ 
final compliment^ beyond the line of duty. His at- 
tempts on the Alderman's common-council by his 
agent, Mr. Lovell, arc not yet forgotten, nor a few 
other little anecdotes. Another falQiood is, *< 1 hat 
** Mr. Wilkes walked backwards and forwards among 
'* tlie trees in the interval." This writer never tells 
truth, even in the mereft trifles. Mr. Wilkes came 
diredly to the Lord mayor's apartments, and from 

U 
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Aence as clireftly proceeded to Mflc-End, after lie had 
iinilhcd his cotnmiffion. The Deferter fays, " Mr. 
•^* Wilkes might as well have delivered hisihort fpeech 
«« to the gentlemen at the Ship Tavern." What, 
when the purport and tenor were to defire the Lord- 
mayor's leave to nominate him as grand -^prefident of 
the enfuing.year ? This remark favours more of folly 
than of knavery. The Deferter afcribes it to Mr. 
Wilkes, '• That you will generally find that this ward 
** and that ward, with their maces and beadles, &c. 
•' waited on the Lord- mayor with this and that ad- 
** drefd, to which his lordihip made fuch and fach 
** anfwers ; but you will feldom find any addrefs to 
•* or anfwer from Mr. Alderman Oliver." I have 
examined the papers, and I find as many addreflbs to 
Mr. Alderman Oliver as to the Lord-mayor, although 
not quite fo many anfiwers^ nor quite fo civil, as thai 
to the Committee ibr inftance. The reafon I take to 
be, that the Lord-mayor is always on the fpot, and 
makes his own anfwers. The Alderman is to fam- 
mon his fecretary, the prieft, from a diftant luhtfi^ 
table y and in the interval the opportunity is frequently 
loft. In this hxi&xieS& of the printers^ Mr. Oliver has 
afted honeftly, Mr. Home treacheroufly. He be- 
trayed the public cailfe, becaufe Mr. ^own/end would 
not adb in it, as he liad not the fupport of any great 
'man. 

The Deferter fays, *' Mr. Oliver knows the im- 
** poilor and his deilgiis, and will not either abet or 
" conceal his rogcrery, or be involved in his difgrace^ 
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■*' or truft his charaftcr in fuch treacherous hands.'* 

Mr. Oliver is dared to reveal all he knows of Mr. 

WiUces, fo is Mr. Home. The.truth will do Mr; 

Wifkes the higheft honour : falihood will cover his 

enemies with diigrace. He calls upon them to tell 

-all ctiey know. He challenged Mr. Home to this 

publidy at the laft meeting of the Bill of IRights, 

t«t had no reply. In the Public Advertifcr of Nov. 

15, with his name to the paper, he addreiTed thete' 

♦words to Mr. Home : ** I call upon you to fpeak out 

-'' in pdain terms^ to ftate your fa6ts fairly and fully, 

''* and to fet your .mupae to the charges you bring. 

" You ihail then have an anfwer, and a proof that 

*^ truth and I are a match for any two "' Has the 

pajiibn ever replied a iingle word to this hour ? . Mr. 

Oliver paiTed generally two days in every week with 

Mr. Wilkes in the King's Bench for the two years He 

was in prifon, and has been very fi:equently with Mr. 

Wilkes i>efore and ^ce. Let him (hew a fmgle^^ri 

he has difcovered^ in Mr. Wiilkes's public conduct. 

He knows he cannot with truth, and he will not,* I 

tfuK, either bring a &ke chasge, or equivocate. 

It is endlefs. Sir, togo through the ^(hoods of the 
DtferUr. Sejjeant Glynn yeiierday publicly denied 
what is mentioned of him, Co did Mr. Wilkes the pre- 
tended declarations he is {aid to have made about the 
prefect IiOrd«mayor. 

The Freeholders hook is a moft* important article. 
The prcfent book is known to be feandalouily defi- 
cient, iwd very iocorxect. A new oa^ has long been 
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wi(hed. I hope the conftables will be made to do 
their duty, and that the next fiierifFs will not neglect 
tbeir's. This is the greateft fervice can he done the 
coant/y and the fureft way to prevent the packing tf 
juries^ at which the minifterial agents are now very 
expert, from their perfedl knowledge of the prefent 
book. I have never heard any reafon aligned why Mr. 
.Townfend and Mr. Sawbridge did not prepare a new 
book in their (herifFalty. 

Mr. Wilkes is charged by th^Deftrter with " chang- 
" ing a generous public fociety into a fponge to be 
*' fqueezed only into his pocket/* and that now he 
fees '* men recoil^ He knows all the manoeuvres 
employed. The pretext was the rtfiriBi've refola- 
tion, yet not one of the feceders moved the reptal of 
that refolution, but the diffolution of the Society. The 
other proportion furely ought to have been tried £rft. 
Several gentlemen accepted a public trud, received 
large benefadions from the public, then came on a fixed 
time with a declared refolution of difiblving the So* 
ciety before any account was, or could be given, to 
the public. The refiri3i<oi refolution was afterwards 
repealed at the motion of Mr. Wilkes, and \^ou]d 
probably before at the motion of any of the feceders, 
but they declared they would have the Society dif« 
tfolved, and cared for nothing elfe. Some of tlieir 
own friends then recoiled on them, and the queHion 
was loft. 

The Deferter talks of the prince of a phalanx, 
•What, or who, is ^t prince of a phalanx? The 
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parfon well knows tliQ prince ofdarhriefsi wilF h< 
make tbe darknefs of that ftrange expreffion <vifibU to 
us? He talks ridiculoufly oiMx. Wilkes* s fiandard^ 
when Mr. Wilkes himfelf fights under another ftand- 
ard, the ftandard of Liberty and the People, defpifing 
all little factions and private cabals. 

Is Mr. Wilkes thecreatare of any great man? But 
is it not a fair queflion to Mr. Home, Mr. Touun/end, 
and a very few more, Cujum pecus ? an Malagrida P' 
The De/erter moft profanely in a common news- 
paper brings in "the voice of the eternal God,, to 
"whom the fecrets of all hearts are open." Do^s 
this parfon really believe in God ? Or does he, like 
Mr. Samuel Vaughan, only bring his Maker on the 
fcsne for the moll fliamcful purpofes of felf-intereft 
and private ambition ? Aflc Mr. Alderman Oliver what 
he has heard on this fubjeft, long before the prefent 
contefi? Afk Mr. Robert Jones, Mr. Charles Martyn, 
Mr. Wilkes, &c. It was reforved for the prefent age 
to produce two fuch new monfters, ftranger than any 
the Nile ever faw, the atheift parfon, and the me- 
thodifi baivd. 

The parfon adds, " Mr. Wilkes with a fcandalous 
*' and fulfome flattery calls the *voice of the people the 
** voice of God,"** whom he falfly aflerts that Mr. 
Wilkes ridicules. Afterwards he fays, «• Let Mr. 
" Wilkes learn to fufpeft that there may be more 
" underj^anding in the people colIeAively than he has 
*• hitherto fuppofed."*^ I Will leiive this profligate 
pried to reconcile fo manifeft a coAitradidtion. In 
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infwer td what he callt # ftandnhus dnJ/uifhmJtdf' 
tery, I fball give him the fine words of the Decfard^ 
tiout'oftbe nobility, gentry ^ and commdnaiiy, affembled 
^at Nottingham in 1 688, to affift tbi prince ofOrangi^ 
drawn up by tbe great Lord Somers. " We doubt 
** not of all honeft mens affiftance, and humbly hope 
** for and hnplore the great God's protedH6n, that 
*' turneth the hearts of his peo]»!e, as'pleafeth him 
•* bcft; it having been obferved that people can never 
'* be of one mind without his infpitation, which hath 
'* in all ages confirmed that obfervation. Vox po- 
•* PULi BST vox Dei.*' 

STEADY. 



To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

S I R, 

THE reafoning of A Desertbr in the Public 
Advertifer of laft Friday filled my mind with very 
flrong fufpicions concerning the fairnefs and integrity 
of your con^udl towards the public : Inllead of that 
'• opcnnefs of a frank nature," which you have mo- 
deilly given to yourfelf in feveral letters figned with 
your name, I thought I could perceive-in your mea* 
fures all the low arts and little cunning which charac- 
.teri;&e the modern JefFeries. However I waited for 
your explanation ; and feeing ar promife of St i ad Y 
in anfwer to a Deserter, I concluded, by your 
taking three days for a reply, that 1 Ihould yeflerday 
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hzvt (ten fuch a one as would at leafi have made me 
admire your ingenuity, if not approve your condu^. 
You have difappointed me» Sir, for the lall time. 
I find 

*' 'Tii higheft Heaven's command^ 
*' That fordid aims fhould folly^s paths purfue ; 

" That what en0avcs the heart (hould curb the hand^ 
" Ani virtue's fi^thleis foes be falfe to wifdom too/* 

Inftead of a defence, you treat us with the coarfeft 
Japgu^, and the mod virulent unfupported charges' 
againA Mr. Home. What have the livery of Lon- 
don, or the freeholders of Middlefex, to do with Mr. 
Horne or his charafter ? He ihall, if you pleafe, unine 
in himfelf all thofe inconiiflencies with which you 
•charge him. 

He ihall be an atheift, and a jefuity and a protefUnt 
gt the (ame time : 

He ihall be the creature of Malagridl, and yet 
dine with Col,^ Luttrell : 

He ihall be the moil profligate man on earth, and 
vet of fo ferious a difpoiition as never to laugh: 

He ihall be carried headlong by a blind paffion for 
revenge, and yet be guided only by views of private 
interell : 

He (ball be fo ignorant and fenfeleis as to have 
brought home with him only the vices of Italy, and 
Jeft it's policy behind j in ihort, fo liupid an lage in 
crape^ as to be able to fuccecd only with t\itfoolijh 
goukman Rodgrigo ; and yet capable by his intrigues 

U4 
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and c?.bals to throw a whole Society into difcord and 
confufion, and by arts of treachery and fmooth- 
tongucd falfliood to embroil the firmcft friendftiips. 

I'o fum up all, the friend(hip of this creature (if 
fucb a creature coald exid) ihall be the '* greatest blef- 
*' fing and honour of your life ;'* and fhall be declared 
to be fo by you who draw this monltrous piduFe. 

But what is all this to as or to the prefent quef- 
tion ? If you wi(h to obtain the afliiiance of one fcn- 
fibie man upon the prefent occafion, you muft con- 
vince his underftanding by cool arguments on the 
fubjed, and not by foolifh raving againft a poor, pri- 
vate, infigniiicant country parfon. The bufinefs lays 
in a fhort compafs ; i . It was your duty firft to have 
taken the fenfe of your conllituents, the generous 
freeholders of Middlcfex, and to have enquired whe- 
ther they had any reafons to wi(h you (hould at this 
time be a candidate for the ofHce of fherifF: 2. After 
you had received their inllrudions on this nice point 
which fo materially afFedb them, and had at leafl ob- 
tained their confeni, yoCi would then have done well 
to have offered your ov/n reafons fairly to the livery 
of London why they fhould at this time ele£t you. 

Is this the method you have purfued ? Very far 
from it. You have molt ungratefully negledled tht 
duty which you owe to the one i and moft fhamefuUy 
attempted a grofs impofltion on the other. 

To the freeholders you have no excufe : you have 
had time enough to colledt their opinions individually. 
When you fifft went into the King's Bench, you lar 
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mented particularly to your conHItuents, that yoti 
were deprived of the fatisfadlion of returning perfon- 
ally to each freeholder your thanks for the favours 
conferred ; when you came out of the King's Bench, 
your addrefles and declarations reprefented you as 
ready to fly on the wings of gratitude to difcharge at 
leaft this debt of thanks. How little conformable have 
your 'words been to your aftions ! You have now 
been upwards of a twelvemonth at liberty; but inflead 
of difcharging this old debt, you were all the fummer, 
attended by two or three French fervants, running 
about from watering-place to watering-place, to Tun- 
bridge, to Margate, to BrighcheImfione,&c.contra6i- 
ing new debts, and meanly borrowing from hand to 
mouthy the fums fufHcient to carry you from diveriioa 
to diverfion; whilft overloaded as you were with 
debts, you had at the fame time a town-houfe and a 
country-houfe, and your daughter at Paris, all to be 
fupported at the public expence; by the fubfcrip- 
tions of honeft men who walked on foot, and who for 
your fake denied themfelves and their families, not 
only the luxuries, but fome of them, the convenien- 
cies of life. Sir, when your beft friends have urged 
you to honeft adions and to a tolerable oeconomy, 
(which in other men would have been deemed an ex* 
travagance) you have often replied, that ** Every man 
*' has a charader of his own ; and that Csefar and 
** Cardinal de Retz owed millions for each of your 
" hundreds." Very well! If it is ncceflkry for thfe 
^nfijlmcy of Mr. Wilkes's cbaraftcr that he (hould 
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AOt folfil even this tsSy pronufe, nor pay even this 
poor debt of thanks, if it wiN be accepted » let that 
i>e yoar excafe. it will then ibllow tl»t you could 
not take the fenfe of the couaty individually ; bat 
why could yon not call a meeting of the county, and 
take the fenfe of the freeholders colledively ? 

Have you the fooliih hope to palm upon the pubiic 
the fenfe of a meeting of unapprized Antigallicans for 
the (enfc of the oounty of Middlefexf The fiee* 
^olders^ Sir, have not all of them, an underflanding 
4nligblined like that of Sir Jo(eph Mawbey ; and the 
ininiftry will as eafily be able to perfuadfi us that the 
996 placemen who chofe Mr. Luttrell have given 
A real refrefintatvve to the county, as that the vote 
cf 142 Antigallicans, with the nt^w enlightened free- 
holder Sir Jofeph at their head, has declared the real 
finje of the county. 

When I conilder that you have not always \^t 
company only with Sir Jofeph Mawbey and Mr. 
Croiby, I am at a lofs to guefe from whom you have 
colle&ed your opinion of the undcrftanding of man- 
kind ; or how you could poffibly imagine, that the 
pretences of^fretheUeri h^ok^ and making no return 
t$ a tA/rit, would impofe upon the livery of London, 
It feems at laft, by your own confeffion, your won- 
derful feats about the freeholder^ tooiixe confined to 
*• makii^ the confiablet do their duty'^ 

Your promiie of a wilful refufal to make a return 
to a writ is fomething naore ierious ; becaufc upon 
your entrance into the office of flieriff you muft not 
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m\y profa3& bat fwear, that "ym ^ttVtrufy Rtrif^At 
** itil the king's wrUsJ'^ If Mr. Adair had known 
thb, he would furely have forewarned ^ou of this 
oath ; nor would be have ccsicealed from 70a or the 
Ancigallicaas the ftatutesof 8 Hen. 6. c. 7. and 
23 Hen. 6. c. 14. If yoa ifaoiild be chofen iherif^ 
and fulfil yom promife, you mt^ be wilfully per*- 
jured ; and yoa will, by the ftstti^tes I bave quoted, 
incur the penalty of two hundred pounds ; one to tht , 
khig, and the other to iiinx who fhail fue ; and ytm 
•will lifeewife fuffer a year's tniprifonmeBt. 

I expe£l from the hardinefs of the falflioods yeffer- 
^y given under the fignature of SrsAi^r, that yo« 
will ^tee days hence deny what I have ^oted to be 
part of the (heriff's oath» or that there are any fiick 
ftatotes. It will be in vatn» Sir. Your policy is now 
known to be as knftviih as your POLicifis will flH>ftIy^ 
be difcovered t6 be in the city. 

A FrbeholD^bk OF Middle lEZ* 
April 30* 



Tuefday, April %o, 
YOUR correipondent of this day, or Mr. Horxe^ 
mko figns « Frfeb^lder of MiddUfiXf has grofaly im- 
posed upon you aikd the public. He fays» *' Mr. 
'^ Wilkes upon entrance into the office of Sheriff'miili: 
not only prOmife, bat fwear, be *wiU truly returh 
aU the kiMg's *wnti. If Mr. Adair had known 
'^ this, he would furely have forewarned Mr. Wilkes 
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** of this oath/' Afterwards he add?, that he expea% 
•* from the hardinefs of the falfhbods yefterday given 
'* UDder the fignature of Steady ^ that he will thne days 
" hence deny what I have quoted to be part of the 
" Shcriff*« oath," and " If Mr. Wilkes fulfils his 
•* promife (about the 'writ) he mull be wilfully per- 
*'jured, incur a penalty of 200 1. &c. &c." The 
impudence of this, and the attempt to impofe in fo 
barefaced a manner on mankind, are hitherto un- 
paralleled. There are no such words in thb 

OATH TAKEN BY THE SHERIFFS OF LoNDON. 

The towB-clerk*s office has been examined^ and the 
city's original book of oaths been iearched. The oath 
only fpeaksof not returning the 'writs till they 
have heenfiewn to the Mayor^ S^, It is printed faith- 
fully in " Sir William Mildmay's method and rule of 
** proceeding upon all eledions^ polls and fcrutinies 
*' at common-halls and wardmotes within the city of 
London. Appendix, p. 19. printed at London, 
1768." ** The 'writs that to you come touching the 
*^ ft ate and franchife of this city you ft?all not return 
** till you haue flyenxjed them to the Mayor and the 
** council of this city for the time being, and of them 
** have ad'vifementJ*'* No other mention is made of 
writs in the Sheriff's oath. I believe a more ihame- 
ful impofition was never attempted. What are we now 
to think of a caufe, and a man, to be feryed by fuch 
infamy as tht faififying a folemn oath ? 

In the account of the Mile- End meeting of Antl- 
gallicans it is faid that Mr. Wilkes declared^ *< If Mr^ 
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** Luttrell ihould vacate his pretended feat, and a new 
" pretended writ (hould iffue, he would pay no obc- 
" dicnce to it, nor call the county together in confe- 
** quence of an a<5l void in itfclf, for it mull pioceed 
** on a falfe fuppofition, on the lying pretext of Mr. 
" Luttreirs having a legal feat, &c/' Might not the 
Sheriff endorfe the whole fpecial matter on the back 
of it, and thus return the ivrit? Are there any words 
in the oath againft fuch a mode of proceeding ? 

Your correfpondent mentions an anfwer to him 
" ^hree days hence," and " Steady s taking three 
" days for a reply." I believe Steady rather came 
too foon for Mr. Home. Which of the charges has 
he yet ventured to deny ? I will give him three months 
' to clear up the affair of Sir Jofeph Mawbey's three 
bank-notfcs. The Deferter appeared laft Friday. The 
three columns of Steady's anfwer could not be got into 
Saturday's paper from the pre-engagement of the prin- 
ter* He therefore announced it for Monday, when 
it appeared for the inilrudlion of the little flock at 
Brentford. 

He alks, " What have the livery of London to do 
** with Mr. Home ?'* I am fure they neither have, 
nor wifh'to have, any thing to do with him. It was 
therefore flrangely unbecoming in one of his friends 
to bring, in Mr. Home's hand writing, to the com- 
mittee appointed to afliil the Lord-mnyor and two 
Aldermen, a letter propofed to be fcnt from them to 
Mr. Oliver, when at the fame time he himfelf was 
brought to own that it was mad and ahfurd. , 
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Hfe ttlfcs of Mr. Home as ** a poor, private, 
•• infignificant country fmr/onV Wiiy does he not 
then attend the duties d this €9untiy pariih ? Has lie 
not a cure of foUls ? Whca a clergyman hknieff ap- 
points the day for the chrifiening of a genc]eman'*s 
child, and neither comes in perfon, nor takes care of 
another to do bis duty, nor fends an excufe, he is 
guilty and infolent. When he leaves his pariih, and 
in the morning goes to a tavern, and, among bottles 
and glafTes, jumps on a fa^le to harangue on a bufiiieis 
in the decifion of which he has no vote, he becomes 
at once impertinent and ridiculous. 

I fuppofe Steady once thought Mr. Home an angei 
tf lights for he fays to him, H(n>j art thou fallen^ 
•^, Lucifer! 

Another Freeholder, of Middlesex, 



gr ,. ,r J riaJ. L^jia. 



- To Mr. JOHN WILKES. 

A N D fo, Sir, Mr. Home has flill greater crimes 
to ZD^fttv for than atheifm^ robbery ^ and the fvice of 
holy. He 4ias gone farther j he has even negleftcd 
the duty of his church ; he has not chriflened the cfail- 
dren^and he jumps upon tavern tabies amongd bottles 
and glaflcs. You may fafcly give him three months 
more to clear up thefe matters, after he has accounted 
for Sir Jofcph's thr^ hank-notes. Well, let him look 
10 himielf ; till he can procure your certiiicateof his 
piety, Ipromife you he fhail not have my vote to be 
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chaplain to the Lord-mayor. Let us keep at piiefent 
to the point in queilion. Yoo have given a part of 
the oath taken by the Sheriffs of London at Guildhall^ 
but yoQ have not given the oath taken by the Sheriff 
of Middlefex at the Excheqaer. In Lalton's Sbirif 
every reader may fee the words .1 have quoted in the 
oath taken by all the Sheriffs of England ; the fame 
which I underfland the Sheriff of MiddUfex takes in 
the Exchequer, But even if this oath were away^ 
there is a part of the oath taken by the Sheriffs of 
London at Guildhall^ which anfwers the fame parpofe* 
It IS this — '* Ye fiiall well and lawfully keep the fhires 
'* of London and Middle/ex ; and the offices that to 
** the fame Jhires appertain to he done 'wellandla'wftdly^ 
** je/hall do afier your nuit and pofwer^ 

I fhall not be furprized if you, Sir, ihould deny 
thefe words to be in the oath ; or if you (hould trick* 
ingly fay the Sheriff of Middle/ex does not take this 
oath of the Sheriffs of London. 

Daltons Sheriff and Sir William Milimafs book 
will fatisfy all thofe who wiih to be informed ; and in 
Dalum they will fee the method of pnniihing by lavi 
thofe who TDsHnefalfe^ infufficient^ or no returns. 
May 3. A Freeholber of Middles ex« 



To the Rev. Mr. H O R N E. 

SIR, Friday, May 3. 

I N your letter of Tuefday, figned A Freehoidtr 
tf Middlefex f you fay to Mr. Wilkes, <* Upon your 
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*• entrance into the office of Sheriff you muft not only 
** promtfe but fwcar thitjou luVI truly return all the 
** king*s nurits. If Mr. Adair had known this, he 
•* would furcly have forewarned you of this oath." 
Afterwards you add,** If you ihould be chofen Sheriff, 
*• and fulfil your promife^ you mull be wilfully per- 
••jured;" and, with an air of triumph, you fay, 
•* I expeft from the hardinefs of the falfiioods yefter- 
•" day given under the fignature oi Steady^ that you 
*' will three days hence deny what I have quoted to 
** be part of the Sheriff's oath." Now, Sir, I en- 
dofe an attcftcd copy of the Sheriff's oath, and you 
are reduced to the dilemma, either of pointing out 
the words you have quoted, or of ftanding convidted 
of having falfified the Sheriff's oath. Js it your 
proof of Mr^ Adair i ignorance, that he does not 
know all yoxir forgeries ? 

In your letter of thjs day you quote Dahon and 
Sir Pni/iam Mildmay : ** In Dalton's Sheriff every 
reader may fee the words I have quoted in the oath 
taken by all the Sheriffs of England ; the fame <which 
I urderftand the Sheriff of Middle f ex takes in the 
Exchequer ;" and afterwards, " Daltons Sheriff 
** and Sir William Mildmafs hook will fatisfy aH thofc 
** who wi(h to be informed." I have not Dalton ; 
but I will give you proof, davir.ing froof from your 
other book. Sir Ullliam Mildmay : ** The Sheriffs 
" ele£l muft be careful to attend in perfon at the eve 
*• of Michaelmas-day, even though that (hould hap- 
** pen to be Sunday, at the court of Huflings at Guild- 
*• hall, and there take tht ancient oath of office unto 
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*' the citizens of London^ and noi that oath which is 
*• prefcribed by the 3d of George I. chap. 15, to be 
** taken by all other SheriiFb ; for, as the Sheriffs of 
** London are eleded, and not conilituted by letters- 
** patent, they are excufed from taking any oaths unto 
•• the king, excepting thofe of allegiance and fu- 
** premacy." Page 160. 

Now, Sir, for your fubterfuge about t\it Exchequer. 
The fame Sir Wiliiam Mildmay fays, '* It is particu- 
" larly provided, by the charters of Edward I. and 
•* Charles I. that the sheriffs of London Jhall not he 
*• compelled to take A^Y oath at the Excheqjjer, 
"except upon yielding up their accounts.*' Page 
161. What fubterfuge have you now for Monday ? 
What new proof will you give the world of your 
accuracy y or good faith ? 

Another Freeholder of Middlesex. 

The following is an cxad COPY of the OATH 
taken by the Sheriffs of London and Middlejtx 
annually on the 28th day of September. 

Y E (hall fweare that ye ftialbe good and true 
unto our foveraigne lord the king of Great Britain 
and vnto his heires and fucceffors, gnd the fraunchife 
of the citty of London, within and without ye (hall 
faue and maynetayne to your power. And ye fiidU 
well and lawfully kepe the (hires of London and Mid- 
dlefex, and th'offices that to the fame (hire? pertayne 
to be ^onc well and lawfully ye ftiall doe after your 
witt and power, and right ye fhall doe as well to 

X 
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poore as richc. And good caftome ye fbaXi none 
breake, ne evil Cttfiome arrere» And th'aflize of 
breade, ale, and all other vi6tualls within the fraun- 
chife of this citty and without, well and lawfully yd 
ihall kepe, and doe to be kept. And the judgements 
and execucons of your courte ye (hall not tary without 
caufe reafonable, ne right (hall ye none difturbe. 
And the writs that to you come -towching the ftate 
andfraunchifeof this citty, ye fhall not retume till ye 
haue fhewed them to the maior and the counfell of 
this citty, for the tyme being, and of them haue ad- 
vifement. And ready ye (halbe at reafonable warnyng 
of the maior for keping of the peace and mayn- 
tayning the fbte of this citty, and all other things 
that longen to your office, and the keping of the faid 
ihires lawfully ye ihall doe by you and yours. And 
the citty ye fhall kepe from harme after your power 
and the fhire of Middlefex, ne the goale of Newgate 
ye ihall not lett to ferme. As God you help. 

A true copy, examined by me, 

JAMES HODGES. 



To Mr. JOHN HORNE. 

SIR, 

I N your letter of yefierday yoH promife to give 
the public a hiflory of the commencement, progreis 
and conclufion of the intercourfe between you and 

Mn Wilkes. 
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This hi/lory is cxpeded, and it is aJCo expelled that 
yoa (for once) a& the part of a faithful hiflorian, in 
which cafe it is apprehended you will derive but Jittle 
honour from your work. 

But you are defired to give the pubh'c alfo an ac- 
count of the commencement of your intercourfc with 
Mr. Townfend ; in which account it is hoped you 
will not forget t^e curious chara^er you gave of that 
gentleman to thofe of your then acquaintance^ to 
whom you introduced him. 

You may enrich your narrative by way of epifode 
(or give it as a digreilion to relieve your reader^) with 
a iketch ol the Middlefex conteH between Glynn and 
Pro&or ; and after (for the hundred ih time) enume- 
rating your own fer vices, you may ihte the charader 
you gave of the worthy lawyer, which you finiflied 
hy faying, you knrw not lubich ova J moji contemftibU^ 
bit head or his heart. 

You may alfo, when you ftate the conclufion of the 
intercourfe between you and Mr, Wilkes, inform the 

* public whether you took offence at any, and what 
part of Mr. Wilkes's public condu6l ; whether you 
were thereby induced to conclude your intercourfe with 
him, or whether you have not been drawing to that 
conclufion ever fince your acquaintance with Mr. 
Townfend, and whether you did not at that period 
ficquentlydedaie, that the caufe tuouid rife, but that 
Mr. mikes MUST FALL ; /^r that he bad an opinion 
tf his own, hut that others 'were mnu found, lefs able 

• indeed, but much more duilile, 

X z 
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In the courfe of your hiilory I may furnifh you 
with other hints for the improvement of it. 
Yoar Old Correfpondent, 
May 17. S C O U R G E. 



Anecdotes relative to Wilkes and Horne. 

WHEN the Scotch junto had failed in their re- 
peated attempts upon the life of Mr. Wilkes, through 
the cowardice of a Talbot *,— the help of a good 
conflitution during his dofe confinement in the Tower, 
in extreme hot weather, and a very fmall room, with- 
out permiflion to open a window for air ; —the hair^ 
breadth efcape of the premeditated bullet of Samuel 
Martin •*; — and (if fojjihk) the bafer hands of the 
afTaflins Dunn and Forbes * ; — they had recourfe to 
that vile art and cunning which has ever charaderifed 
that perfidious nation.^— Dr. Dematmbray **, a Swfs 

* Lord Talbot, who it itxll Lord-fteward of his majefly's 
houfliold. 

^ Samuel Martin, treafurer to the Princefs-Dowager of 
Wales; 1000 K a-year in prefent, and zooo !• in reverfion. 

^ The fon of a Scotch rebel, made a Colonel in the Portn- 
iguefe fervice, by particular recommendation of ourtcourt. 

<* A Swifs fchoolmafter. He inf^ru£ied the king in spel- 
ling and the mathematics j for which, and other fer- 
vices, h« enjoys places in the cuftoms, &c. to the amount of 
near 2000 1. a-year, in cxprefs violation of the aft of our glo- 
rious deliverer, King WiHiam, which declares, that <« No fo- 
reigner fliall enjoy any office of tnift, civil or military/* T^e 
fame a6l fettled the crown upon the prefent royal family, jyoi* 
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by birth, and who, by fomc ftrange fatality, was, 
and isjiill^ too near the pcrfon of our fovertign, and 
always much careiTed by Lord Bute and his parry, 
was applied to, to find out a proper perfon to fend over 
as a^ upon Mr. Wilkes's co;idud, then at Paris. A 
very proper one immediately prefented himfclf, his 
hrothtr inlatw, the Reverend Mr, Home, mintfter of 
JNe<w- Brentford. But to carry the plan into cxecuiioii 
with more certainty of fuccefs, and to get introduced 
to Mr. Wilkes's friends here, Mr. Home was directed 
to makefome fort of publication againft Lord Bute and 
his party, which was the pamphlet Mr. Home alluats 
to, and noiM calls foaiijb^ in his fourth letter to Mr. 
Wilkes. It was like wife agreed that tiiere ihould be 
the drongefl appearance of animofuy between Dr. 
Demaimbray and Mr. Home. Funiiflied with thde 
xnaterials, the Reverend fpy called feveral tiuieb on a 
particular friend of Mr. Wilkes, and endeavoured to 
form an acquaintance wit^ him, but that gtniicman 
long refufed any communication with* him ; at lali, 
however, being aiTured of his integiity by an honeil 
gentleman whom the parfou had pieviouily deceived, 
he gave him letters of recommendation to Mr. Wilkts 
at Paris — ^and here begun their acquaintance. Mr. 
Home was received with that frank nefs and civiliry 
by Mr. Wilkes, which naturally attend an homil 
unfufpeding heart ; and Mr. Home took every o^>j<)r- 
tunity of ingratiatii.g hirafeif irto his favour. He did 
not, however, ftay long at Paris, but ixnm Mont- 
pcllicr he writ Mr. Wijkc« a litter, extrri«5ls of which 

X 3 
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Jiavc been printed in Mr. Wilkes's anfvers to Mr. 
Home's late virulent attacks. And here I muft re-- 
I mark, that this was a part of ihe^r/g/>ii/plan j viz. 
that of cloaking his dcfigns upon Mr. Wilkes under 
the oflenfible abufe of his inveterate enemies ; for no 
man in his fenfes would have \^ritten fuch a letter, 
and kept a copy of it, upon fo flight an acquaintance, 
if he had not been afTured by his tmployers that no 
harm fhould happen to him, and if he had not //r- 
nary indulgence for e^erj thing he (hould do. Mr. 
Home never gave the leaft affiftance to Mr. Wilkes 
in his canvas for the city of London ; when. the party 
found Mr. Wilkes was likely to carry the Middlefex 
cledlion, they thought it a proper time to employ 
this Machiavelian agent : He, indeed, appeared Mr, 
Wilkes's friend^ but was, in reality, their fpy ; witnefs, 
amongft other things, the great care he tockofCa/onel 
Luttreli, in protecting him from the juft fury of the 
people at Brent/hrd, and .his intimacy with him at 
fre/ent. When the petitions for the counties of Mid- 
dlefex and Surry were agitated, he aded the true 
Malagrida part, pretending to fupport them, but at 
the fame time doing every thing in his power to damn 
them. His behaviour was the fame in refpeA to the 
remonftrances for- the cities of London and Weftmin- 
flf^r ; yet, notwithilanding all his art, thefe meafures; 
by^the fpirit of the people, and by the activity of Mr. 
Wilkes and his friends, were carried into execution. 
The kudable Society of the Bill of Rights became 
then an objedl of attention to the Scotch junto, as 
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there was the greateft probability that Mr. Wilkes, ' 
after his dilcharge from his long and cruel imprifon- 
ment, would be made happy and independent ; the 
parfon was ordered to fow the feeds of diifentioa 
amongfl the menibers, which he effedted, through 
the infidelity of fome, and the timidity and inexpe- 
rience of others (to fay no worfe oi thtfeceding meqi* 
bers.) But Aow comes the great, the imfortant crtfisy 
when the grateful citizens of London are to ihew their 
regard for the undaunted hero of the caufe of public 
liberty, by elefling him to the office of Sheriff, the 
vtvy idea of which is unfupportablej the black agent 
is now to throw off the maik, and appear in open 
arms ; no cofis are to be fpared, no more than invec* 
tives; Dr. Demaimbray and t)r. Home have ihaken 
hands; they are frequently together in the royal 
ohfewatnire in Richmond Gardenia and the pri'vy-purfe 
is opened I they fupped enfamtUe on Friday, together, 
when four hundred pounds were produced to pay a 
bond of the parfon's, by order of the *♦•*. He is to 
be arflply provided for by the crown, and at prefent 
he is quartered upon Durham to live in clover. 

J A I R U S. 

P. S. Let thofe deny the foregoing fa6b that are 
able fo to do. Oh, citizens ! Will you be duped by 
fuch infamous traitors ? Forbid it, Heaven ! Forbid it, 
genius of England and liberty ! 

June io« 

X 4 
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Mr. AUIcrman WILKES'S Speech to the Livery 
of London » on the Declaration of the Sheriffs ac 
Guildhall, J^^y 3» ^77^' 

Gentlemen and Fellow-Citizens, 
I THANK you for the honour you have done 
nie, and congratulate you on the complete triumph ' 
of this day over the corrupt arts of a profligate admini- 
ilration, the moil barefaced bribery and daring me- 
naces, the many fhameful practices of the wretched 
tools of arbitrary power among us, the infolenl man- 
dates of placemen, and the treachery of the pretended 
friends of liberty and their country. Your firmnefs 
and zeal have cruflied the united forces of ail thofe 
who meant to enflave this great city. I have not the 
lead doubt that the fame happy union among our- 
felves will always remain a firm barrier againft evcTy 
future attack, from the concealed and iniidious friend, 
or the open enemy. 

Permit rae to afTure you of the dofeft attention to 
every part of my duty, and the faithful difcharge of 
my office. One particular only J muft entirely leave 
to my worthy colleague, as I am incapable of ailing. 
Petitions from this city to the Houfe of Commons 
I cannot prefent at the bar of that houfe, becaufe I 
am aflually a part of the reprefeniatlve body of this 
kingdom, being one of the legal members for this 
county. The independent and fpirited freeholders 
of Middlefex have given me as clear a right to a feat 
in parliament, as the eledors of any other knight of 
a ijiirc of England can give to any gentleman. By 
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the moft atrocious injufticc of a majority ^ placed and 
penfioned by the venalinfluence of the minifiery lam 
deprived of the enjoyment of that right, in direft 
violation of the noble privileges of a free people. 
My legal claim however is clear, acd fhall oo all oc- 
cafions be fupported with fpirit. 

The Sheriffs, Gentlemen, merit all our thanks for 
their attentive, upright, and impartial behaviour 
during the courfe of a tedious poll. To a thorough 
knowledge of bufinefs they joined the utmoft fairnefs 
and candour. In the whole of their proceedings they 
have fecured the approbation of the public. Their 
conduct cannot at any time be excelled ; but I hope 
it will be equalled, at leafl by thofe who, through 
your favour, are to be their immediate fuccefTors. 

The Speech of FREDERICK BULL, Efq. 

Gentlemen of the Liverv, and Fellow- 
Citizens, 

PERMIT me to acknowledge to you the fenfe 
I have of the honour . you have now called me to, 
am] I cannot but think m> felf the more obliged, as 
it was ujifolicited by me. 

. I fhould not in thefe alarming times have waited to 
be aiked to accept, could I have thought myfelf equal 
to, this important office. However, Gentlemen, ai 
you have been pleafcd to fix upon me, give me leave 
to afTure you, I will do every thing in my power, to 
preferve the peace, and to promote the welfare, the 
honour, and independence of the city of London. 
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Mr. HORN£*s Xllth Letter continoed from 

Page 216. 

GIVE you joy. Sir. The parfon of Brentford is 
at length defeated. He no longer roles with an ab- 
folate fway over the city of London, You have de- 
te£led hisjefuitical deep-laid fchemes of running away 
with the monument on his back. You have refcued 
the proilrate livery from his di^atorial authority; 
have congratulated them on their victory; and re- 
ilored to them a perfe£l liberty — of doing whatever 
you pleafe. The poor parfon has been buffeted on the 
huftings where he did not appear, and hiiTed out of 
playhoufes which he never entered ; he. has been fung 
down in the flreets, and exalted to a confpicuous cor- 
ner with the pope and the devil in the print- fbops ; 
and finally, to complete the triumph over this mighty 
adverfary, you have caufed him to be burnt in efEgy. 

After all this outcry, no doubt, you imagine 

there is 
No poet acquainted 'with more Jhakings and fuakittgs 
Toijjards the latter end of his neiu play 
(When he^s in that cafe that he ftands peeping ""twixt 
Curtains fo fearfully that a bottle of ale 
Cannot he open d hut he thinks fomebody hiffes) 
^han I am at this inftant. 

formerly thefe arts ufed to be praftifed againft a 
minifler of Aate, or at leaft againft fome perfon whofit 
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wealth and power might afford a pretence for fufpicioik 
of undae influence ; but if fo infignificant a name a» 
mine can, by paragraphs, &c. be made important 
enough to fcare them with apprebenfions for their in« 
dependence, you will never want a bugbear for the 
livery. You are heartily welcome to the ufe you have 
made of it, and I ihali freely forgive you a repetition 
of the fame indignities, as long as you confine them 
to the news-papers and effigy : But, alas! all the 
honours and preferments you have heaped upon me 
have iikewife been only in effigy : His grace of Grafton 
invites me to no conference; Lord North admits 
me to no levee ; the Exchequer with-holds my pen- 
fioh ; and the bifhop of Durham will not let Jne toack 
one farthing of my quarterage. So that I have noi» 
thing left to confole me but the fupport of the SheK 
burne fadion, the recovery cf my old clothes^ the 
fubfcriptions I have pocketed, and Sir Jofeph*s three 
bank-notes. 

When firfl I began my public correfpondence witl| 
you, I engaged to give an account of the commence- 
ment, progrefs and conclufion of the intercoarfe between 
08 $ becaufe, from the circumftances of the relatioiv 
faonefl men of any tderable difcernment will be able 
to form a judgment how far they ought, and how 
far they ought not to fupport you. You engaged on 
your part to give a full anfwer to cvtry charge I 
{bould bring. 1 mean to keep my promi/e ; and though 
J thought ^t proper to forbear the profecution of it 
during the city election, I ihali now proceed : The 
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deq> refearclifs, laborioas iludy, and prodigious fci^ 
cnce neceilary to qualify you for the office of Sheriff, 
will excufe you from giving any anfwer ; and leave 
you at liberty to lye anonymoufly in the news-papers 
without dete&ion. 

When the motion was made at the London Tavern 
of " No MEW SUBSCRIPTIONS for the future for 

ANY OTHER PURPOSE WHATSOEVER, Until ALI* 

the debts of John Wilkes, Efq. (hould be fully dif- 
charged/* after a paufe of fome minutes, Mr, 
^—^ rofe, and faid he had waited in momentary ex- 
pe6lation that Mr. Wilkes would have taken the op- 
portunity to entreat his friend to withdraw a motion 
fo fatal to the reputation both of Mr. Wilkes and the 
Society : He expreiTed his amazement that Mr. 
Wilkes could filently hear a meafure propofed which 
could produce nothing but difgrace to both ; but he 
faid it was impofllble Mr. Wiikes could continue filent 
upon the fubje6k, unlefs he was willing it (hould be 
tinderftood that this attempt to impofe upon the pub- 
lic and the Society proceeded from himfelf. Mr. 
<»-— faid, that fince the fubicription for Mr. Bingley 
had very much offended Mr. Wilkes, and was the 
avowed reafon of this motion to prevent any ** New 
** fubfcriptions for the future for any other purpofe 
** whatfocver," he would endeavour to fatis fy them 
of the propriety of that fubfcription, and the impro- 
priety of the prefent motion : Mr. Bingley had above 
a year before repeatedly fcnt petitions to the Society, 
which Mr. -— had as often deferred, in expe^iatioR 
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of finifliing Mr. Wilkes's affairs, and from a defire 
that nothing might interfere to prevent it -, but when 
it was evident that a party was formed to avoid com- 
ing to any concluiion, even after three years atten- 
tion to that iingle objedt, it would have been cruel 
to the poor man to have deferred any longer the ge- 
nerous intentions of feveral gentlemen towards him. 
But there was a much (Ironger reafon than private 
coropaflion againft any farther delay ; the freedom of 
the prefs was materially concerned in moving the fub- 
fcription for Bingley at the laft meeting. Mr. — ^ 
faid, he was forry to be forced to mention tranfadions 
which ought to be kept fecret, and to explain motives 
which ought to be underilood but not exprefTed in large 
companies \ however, that rather than fee his inten- 
tions of public good defeated by this reftriStinje re- 
folution^ he would tell them his chief motive for 
moving the fubfcription at the laH meeting : Mr. — ^ 
faid^ he had fome fmall time fince received information 
from an authority which he could not doubt, that a 
certain great perfonage had converfed with the eider 
Onjlrw at St, James*s near half an hour ; that in that 
converfation it was mentioned to Mr. Onflow as matter 
of furprize, that the Houfe of Commons permitted 
their debates to be publifhed ; and it was a^cd, if it 
was ever fufFered before, and why fomething was not 
done to prevent it ? This queftion from fuch a perfon 
was well underftood to be an order ; and after the re* 
peated failures of Lord Mansfield in the courts of law. 
•both by information and attachment ^ it was eafy to fee 
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whither they woald next have recoar(e to dcftroy the 
freedom of the prefs. It was plain Mr. Onflow under- 
ftood it ; for foon after, on tht fifth of February, his 
coufin, lY^t jfounger Onflow ^ made a motion in the Houfc 
of Commons, that an order of that houfe againd print- 
ing any part of the debates fhould be read and entered 

amongft the minutes of that day. Mr. faid, this 

was a con fi [nation to him of his intelh'gence, and en- 
creafed his fufpicions of what was to follow ; he faid, 
he had therefore hlmfelf purpo/e/y caufed to be inferred 
in the Middlefex Journal of February 7, an innocent 
paragraph of Mr. Onflow's motion ; expeding that 
the Onflows would bring it before the houfe ; which 
happened as it was forefeen ; for the printers, Whehle 
who firfl inferted, and Thcmpfan who copied that para- 
graph, were ordered to attend the Houfe of Com- 
.mons. In this interval the Society met (on the 1 2th 
of February), before the order of attendance to the 
printers was expired ; and Mr. chofe that par- 
ticular moment to move the fubfcription for Bingley, 
in order to encourage the printers (whom it was ne- 
ceflary to ufe on this occafion againfl the ufurped 
power of the houfe), and to fliew them by this example 
that they too would be efFeiflually fupported, and re- 
warded for refifling an illegal and fcandalous attempt 
upon the freedom of the prefs. Mr. -^ — faid, this 
fubfcription for Bingley did inftantly produce the de- 
iired effedt, and both the printers refufed to obey ; and 
there was no doubt (the law being clear in the cafe, 
that a power of puni/hmeut cannot belong to the 
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Houfe of Commons) that other printers would like-* 
wife depend upon the laws of their country and the 
fupport of that Society, and refufe obedience to any 
fimilar ufurpation of the houfe over them : But, faid 
JVlr. — -i^y ihould you now. Gentlemen, come to a 
refolutlon of no kew subscriptions '* for the 
** future for any other purpose whatsoever 
until ALL Mr. Wilkes^s debts ib^W be fully dif- 
charged/' you will undo all that has been donet 
t\ie puhlU good effect of Bingley's fubfcrlption will be 
loft ; the printers will defpair of fupport ; and yoa 
cannot expe^l that they (hould be able alone and un- 
fupported to oppofe, however legally, the powers of 
government, which are now united againil the rights 
of the people ; even if they fhould, the conteH would 
be too miequal, the printers would be undone, and 
the preis ruined : He therefore entreated them to lay 
afide all little, fadious, private views, and forbear a 
reiblution which would certainly be produdive of 
fuch bad confequences to the public and fuch diihonour 
to the Society. 

He concluded with addrefiing himfelf again to Mr*. 
Wilkes ; he called upon his polic^y his public Jpirit^ 
his gratitude^ his mcdefiy ; all which ihould flrongl/ 
perfuade him to (hew his difapprobation of a motion 
which was to reftrain gentlemen, who had done fa 
much for him, from putting their hands in their pocket* 
to relieve any other objedi of compaflion^ or to pre-^ 
note any public meafure. 



